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Real friends. Real bourbon.

Jim Bean® Kertucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey, 40% AlcVol ©2000 James B. Beam Distiling Co., Clermont, KY www.imbsam com
Rewd friends drink Logether rasposaibly.
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WE NEVER THOUGHT we'd be writing to The Playboy Aduviser. Now
we are, and it's a big thank-you note. In September 1960
pLAYBOY tan the first version of a column that soon became a
hit among scholars, readers and stand-up comedians. In the
40 years since, our in-house belletrist has received more than
350,000 pieces of mail from people with questions about sex
and cars, sex and stereos, and sex and car stereos. The Hip, the
Hot, the Hilarious is an exuberant homage and comes complete
with timeline. Here's some more flip advice: Women like to
receive poetry. They like men who have manners and who
dress well. In other words, they're looking for a gay man who
just happens to be straight (your typical Englishman). You g | -
Don’t Have to Be Gay to Get Laid, But It Helps, by nellie ladies’  O'BRIEN BUZELLI GORMAN
man Glenn O'Brien, is a primer for cracking the code of the
pink triangle. (IU's illustrated by Christopher Buzelli.)

Cover girl Shari Belafonte is a woman for all seasons—and
we've made ours vindaloo. This accomplished TV star is
equally comfortable guiding audiences through the Carib-
bean and around the latest health and beauty crazes. Now she
puts her know-how and her sterling genes to the test in a
scorching pictorial by Greg Gorman. Jennifer Lopez can knock
you out in many ways—dancing (she was once a Fly Girl),
singing (she charted several hits from On the Six) and acting
(in Selena and Out of Sight, the best movie you never saw). No
one in Hollywood outflanks her. However, everyone wants to
know about boyfriend Sean Combs. She answers her (and his)
critics in this month's Playboy Interview by Michael Fleming.

The first shall be last and the last shall be first—thanks to
the draft. So says Rick Gosselin, our football wizard. The frost
will soon be on the pigskin, so get ready for Playboy’s Pro Foot-
ball Forecast. With free agency ripping apart champions and
bad teams snaring college talent, the NFLs gone topsy-turvy.
What's Gosselin’s favorite team? Read the piece—but don't
bet on it. There's too much of that going on, especially on
campus. That girl over there—real or fake? Will she spit or
swallow? What's the over-under on the Tide's game? Casino
Campus by Erin Zammett, a PLAYBOY intern from the University
of Tennessee, is an oral history of the gambling craze.

Way back when, Harold Ramis was the gatekeeper for our
Party fokes page. Now he’s a monster Hollywood keymaster,
with his name on such hits as Ghostbusters and Groundhog Day—
and we take full credit. His next movie is Bedazzled. We sent
David Rensin after Ramis for some interleague play and the re-
sult is Dr. Jokes. Seth Green, whom you know as son of Dr. Evil
and a rock-and-roll werewolf on TV, is out of his mind. Dur-
ing the course of a 20 Questions by Robert Crane, here’s what
came out of his mouth: “You liked Austin Powers? Thanks, but
I don’t know what to do about your bleeding nipple.” This
month's short story, The Black and White Sisters (written by
T. Coraghessan Boyle, with artwork by Kinuke Y. Craft) proves that
fiction is stranger than fact. In it, two women eliminate color BOYLE
from their lives—except when it comes to red-blooded sex.

Check out this season'’s hot new suits that break the tyranny
of all-black designer wear in Playboy’s Fall and Winter Fashion
Forecast by Hollis Wayne. The workplace is growing casual geo-
graphically, too—check out From Yes Sir to Big Sur by Beth
Tomkiw. With a few thousand dollars’ worth of technology, you
can live anywhere. Larry Olmsted compiled the eight best places
when you're ready to drop out of the pod race. And all that
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extra time on your hands? We suggest you admire our fa- ‘d’
™ | _ .

GOSSELIN

RENSIN

vorite volunteer from the U.S. Navy, Sherry Lynne White. She's a
great reason to do some serious naval gazing.
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No additives in our tobacco
does NOT mean a safer cigarette.

Winston Lights Box 9mg. “tar”, 0.7 mg. nicotine av.
per cigarette by FTC method.

ARE YOU
SMOKING SHEET?

NOT IF THEY'RE
WINSTONS.

Some cigarettes use reprocessed sheet tobacco

made from scraps. Not Winston. We use

100% First Cut* tobacco. No additives. No sheet. L|
So our smokes naturally taste better. |

LEAVE THE BULL BEHIND. N




SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.
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MAKING BOOK ON CAMPUS
Let’s make a bel: We say students can place big-money wagers in the stacks of the
college library. The odds are in our favor. BY ERIN ZAMMETT

GALERIE MORPHEUS
A Beverly Hills gallery exhibits nightmares on canvas. And a life-size Alien. In the
nuseum shop, no one hears you screan. BY ROBERT B. DESALVO

DR. JOKES
Harold Ramis, the comic genius behind movies such as Animal House, Caddyshack
and Groundhog Day, is back with a new flick, Bedazzled. BY DAVID RENSIN

EASTERN HORIZON

Every year Japanese aulomakers save their best new work for the Tokyo Motor Show.

Say wasabi to this year's hottest models.

PLAYBOY'S PRO FOOTBALL FORECAST
The era of dynasties is finished. 10 pick the winners, you need to study the losers.
This season’s pugskin talk is all about Colts and Skins. BY RICK GOSSELIN

YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE GAY TO GET LAID BUT IT HELPS!
A little talk about women'’s shoes goes a long way. So remake yourself with a bit of
pink—and get ready to score. Swish! BY GLENN O‘BRIEN

THE HOT, THE HORNY, THE HILARIOUS
Stnce its debul 40 years ago this month, the Playboy Advisor has responded to
350,000 letiers. We've run 6000—here are some lreasures.

BLACK INSIDE
Outrageous, rude? Count on u. Big? Almost nobody has taken off like Eminem.

20Q SETH GREEN
Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s rock-and-roll werewolf says Meryl Streep wanis his junk
and Susan Sarandon needs to loses that Robbins guy. BY ROBERT CRANE

DIGITAL WEARABLES
The latest fashion is beli-clip Internel portals. BY TIMOTHY MOHR

DUHH!
A Rolex on Krypton? These movie gaffes will drive fans goofy.

fiction

THE BLACK AND WHITE SISTERS

Thetr household is extreme: Swarthy Guinness, with its whipped-cream froth, is the
only beer served. The whimsies of fashion are rooted in a colorful checkerboard ex-
planation, but be forewarned: It's a dark one. BY T. CORAGHESSAN BOYLE

interview

59

JENNIFER LOPEZ

With three new movies and a new album, the multithreat talent is doing what even
Madonna couldn’t pull of—triumph as a singer and actor. And, oh yes, she has
that affair with Sean Combs. And rocked the world with a dress. Read all about it.
BY MICHAEL FLEMING

cover story

At 45, Shari Belafante is an unstappable farce.
She's had starring rales an Hatel and Beyond
Reality, has appeared an more than 300 mag-
ozine cavers, had a hit album averseas ond
was named a top celebrity TV endarser by The
Wall Street Journal. Thanks to photographer
Greg Gormon far adding ane mare caver to
Shun s por!fahu Our Rabbit loves curlicues
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Kerissa Fare grew up a tomboy.
Nouw she's a femme fatale. lifestyle

132 SHARI BELAFONTE 84 FALL AND WINTER

She’s one of the busiest, most beau- FASHION FORECAST
tiful women in Hollywood. We're

glad we got on her schedule.

Think crossover. This season, the
English countryside meets doun-
toun lounge. BY HOLLIS WAYNE
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How CAN YOU MAKE TWO MONTHS’
SALARY LAST FOREVER?

THE DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RING. HOW OFTEN WILL YOU GIVE HER SOMETHING SHE'LL CHERISH
FOR THE REST OF HER LIFE? VISIT OUR WEB SITE AND DESIGN AN ENGAGEMENT RING SHE'LL LOVE.
CHOOSE THE PERFECT DIAMOND, SETTING AND SIDE STONES OR BROWSE THROUGH MORE THAN
7500 DesIGNS. YOU'LL ALSO LEARN ABOUT THE 4C's: cUT, COLOR, CLARITY AND CARAT WEIGHT,

TO HELP YOU SURPRISE HER WITH THE PERFECT DIAMOND RING. WWWADIAMONDISFOREVER.COM

Dt Beers

A DIAMOND IS FOREYER

DE BEERS. THE WORLD'S DIAMOND EXPERTS SINCE |888.
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NOW 20%
MORE TOBACCO

ALWAYS THERE
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Another fine product from U.S. Tobacco Co.

®Trademark of U.S. Tobacco Co. or one of ifs atfiliales for smokeless tobacco. ©2000 U.S. TOBACGO CO




THE WORLD OF PLAYBOY

hef sightings, mansion frolics and nmightlife notes

ROAD TRIP

On a rare promotional swing east, Hef took May cov-
er girls Sandy and Mandy Bentley to Chicago and
New York. In his honor, the city of Chicago renamed
a prominent stretch of Walton Street—site of the first
Playboy Club—after him. Naturally, a few bluenos-
es in the city council took objection—just like in the
old days. In the Big Apple, Hef and his twins were
spoofed by Kids in the Hall comic Scott Thompson
on Late Night With Conan O'Brien.
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DIMITRI AND
THE ANGEL

DJ Dimitri spins cool
tunes in Paris hot-
spots. His new CD, A
Night at the Playboy S
Mansion, is a hil ev- |G = ' UNBREAKABLE CHYNA
erywhere. Hef hosted - { S | That's the World Wrestling Federation’s Chyna (below)
a poolside party for ' giving Hef a gentle squeeze. She wanted to meet our
him at the real Mansion - leader—and he gave it up without a fight. Can they be talk-
with celebrity guests, o 1 ing about a possible pictorial?
including Farrah Faw- -
cett (far right). Dimitri
calls the PLAYBOY vibe
tangy and sweet. We'll
dance fo that.

LITTLE DEUCE
COUPE
Playmate of the Year
2000 Jodi Ann Paterson
shows off her new red
six-speed 2000 Corvette
coupe with its distinctive
vanity plates. As Jodi
sees it, she is going
against PLAYBOY type—
brunette and spicy in-
" stead of blonde and
busty. That's something
to revel in. A TV broad-
caster in college, Jodi is
now big news herself.
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Springtime at the Mansion meanttwo g
PMOY parties, a trip to New York

with the twins, a disco bash for D] Dimitri
and an Easter egg hunt. (1) Trey Parker
came from South Park to hang at Jodi Ann's
press luncheon. (2) Hef and the guest of
honor. (3) Gillian Bonner and Brande
Roderick. (4) Jodi Ann revs the engine of
her prize BMW motorcycle. (5) Sofia Cop-
pola and Spike Jonze at Dimitri's party. (6)
Hef and the Dahm triplets. (7) Mandy and
Sandy switched into Bunny costumes at
our New York bash. (8) New York revelers
showed up in barely-there costumes. (9)
Elke Jeinsen and Barbara Moore. (10)
Shauna Sand, Lorenzo Lamas and their
kids. (11) Darva Conger at the petting zoo.
(12) Natalia Sokolova, Victoria Fuller and
Lisa Dergan at the Sky Bar PMOY party.
(13) Fred Durst and Lou Ferrigno. (14)
Hefand Mandy with her niece Savannah.
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(voote any oF These vilarioUs movie clattics on DVD.

Available At
ama_zqn.cgn;

Alte availasle en VideocassetTe.

Pricing and svafability subject 1o change witowt notics, The Addama Famidy @ & a registervd trademark of Bartiars Coyton, The Maked Gun @ & 4 registerod rademark of Paremourt Pichures.
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It's got more features and

) capabilities than you

al Karma. £
Become one with your imagination. ;@'—
With the JVC GR-DVL9800 CyberCam. %,

ever dreamed of. Yet
= il's so simple to use,

" you'll wonder how you
ever lived without it.

[&
¢ g &

The highest resolution in the industry.
The GR-DVL9800 is JVC's most awesome
Digital CyberCam ever. For starters, it's
taken resolution to a new extreme for
««consumer camcorders, so the images you
I capture will be nothing short of breath-
ing. At the same time, it's also an

credible digital still camera, featuring

ion, multiple snapshot

e
Exclusive Offer! @
Ebrr Vipzo ox yoor PC! htin, along
" Get Studio DV-Special Edition for JVE | 3 : . e A T e TV
- 2t 50% off the manufacturer's suggested . : oy
=y retail price of $149 o

terfacing capabilities. A 5-piece
are package (valued at $180.00) is

e "’}ﬁhﬁ“tf;; GR-DVL9800 you'll swear you've
gone to digital heaven. And you'll be

 www.JVC.com amazed at how beautiful everything lo0ks.
1-800-252-5722 _ -




Dear Playboy o

660 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE
(HICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611
E-MAIL DEARPB(@PLAYBOY.COM

PARK IT HERE
I bought the June issue specifically for
the Playboy Inlerview with South Park cre-
ators Trey Parker and Matt Stone. I'm
a huge fan—thanks to Steve Pond for
probing behind their bad-boy image to
show they are down-to-earth guys. This
interview kicks ass.
Emily Brungo
Zelienople, Pennsylvania

George Lucas doesn't need me to de-
fend him, but I must respond to Trey
Parker's comments about him. Lucas
would be a treasure even if he had re-
tired after making American Graffiti. The
force will be with us long after anyone
cares who killed Kenny.

Brian Garlow
Las Vegas, Nevada

It’s refreshing to read about a cou-
ple of regular Joes who have made it in
l'l(’Jllyu‘u{}d.

Dana Epperson
U.S. Army
Republic of Korea

Your Parker-Stone interview is gar-
bage. With so many interesting subjects
in the world, why does pLAYBOY give cre-
dence to these two cretins?

Gil Geraths
Penn Valley, California

My hat is off to this dynamic duo. |
hope Parker and Stone can maintain
their intensity and rebelliousness. Thanks
for the no-holds-barred interview.

Gaetano Suraci
Dallas, Texas

SUPER-DUPER

Allen Barra is right on target as to why
today's athletes are the best ever (The
New Superathlete, June), but he doesn't
explain why offense has so dominat-
ed baseball. In all other sports, the offen-
sive superathlete is pitted fairly equally
against his defensive counterpart. But

that's not the case with baseball. Today's
pitchers can't benefit from the modern
weight training and nutrition Barra cites
as much as hitters can, and it shows in
the offensive fireworks we see today.
Howard Elson
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

MARILYN MYSTERY
Your June After Hours item “1s This
Marilyn?” must be a teaser. You don't
have to be a professional photographer
(even though 1 am) to notice that the
model has six toes on her left foot—the
same as Norma Jean.
Daniel Stober
Fort Worth, Texas
Who's looking ai her toes?

Andre De Dienes’ photos appeared in
a variety of magazines featuring nudes,
and I remember seeing them in Modern
Man, though I never regarded his work
as erotic. His pictures are too graphic for
my taste—capturing ugly feet and all, as
in this photo. The narrow waist, derricre
and hair all look like Marilyn's, but the
model's large hands, long fingers and
toes give me pause. Whether or not this
is Norma Jean is a mystery to me.
William Stevens
Micanopy, Florida

CAJUN QUEEN
PLAYBOY has done it again. Thanks for
introducing your readers to Shannon
Stewart (Stewart’s Blend, June). I'd love to
be a gator in her bayou.
David Kelley
Nashville, Tennessee

Miss June has the most fantastic eyes
I've ever seen, and one of the sexiest
smiles to boot. She can baton me rouge
any time.

K. Savino
Dublin, Ireland

As someone in the art world, I can ap-
preciate pilmngraph(?r Su:ph::n Vs"ayda's

A
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GAMES

The latest and the greatest.
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""4X4 will prove to be a revolutionary
step in the quest for online gaming
bliss."—Daily Radar

Screens are from Sega Dreamcast version

The future of racing:
*Multi-platform online multiplayer features
allow gamers to play each other online
simultaneously across Sega Dreamcast™,
PC and Macintosh systems.
*Purchase, customize and race over 70 official
Sport Utility Vehicles from top automakers
around the world.
*Ditch the traditional race track and go off-road
in 16 merciless environments including the
swamp, junkyard and a top-secret air force base.
=Aggressive Al opponents will ram you, take
daredevil shortcuts and smash through gates
and poles to get a shot at beating you.

The evolution begins In August
on Sega Dreamcast™ PL and Mac!

www.godgames.com

Sega, Dreamcast and the Dreamcast logo am elfher regesiersd
desmarks Jemarks of Sega B LTD. Gathering
of Developers and godgames. are trademaris of Gathering
of Developers, Inc. All other trademarks and tradenames
are properties of their respactive owners. © 2000 Gatharing
of Deveiopers, Inc. All rights reserved.
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technique. The way he poses models in
front of a mirror so that you can see
their lines from two views at once is bril-
liant. The sexy shots he took of Shannon
Stewart capture the sensuous, intelligent
and playful woman she is.

Robert Jacobson

Mount Tremper, New York

LET'S BOND

Under the heading “Best Gadgets™ in
your Bond Files feature (June), an espres-
so machine is listed from A View lo a Kill.
Actually, it’s from a scene in Live and Let
Die, when M visits Bond at his home. Al-
so, the Omega watch was in Golden Eye
and not in Never Say Never Again. The
pursuit of 007 trivia is one of my hob-
bies. I'll be praying for an invitation to
the Mansion for this catch.

Andrew Schimenti
Bremerton, Washington

Don't you have anything beiter to do? The
editor who mistakenly placed the espresso ma-
chine in A View lo a Kill, rather than in Live
and Let Die, claims a caffeine deficiency. He
fell asleep during an 18-hour James Bond
marathon and woke up in the wrong movie.
Throughout the series, Bond has displayed
no brand loyally. Yes, Bond wears a laser-
equipped Omega (the watch we used as a
generic illustration) in Golden Eye, but the
laser watch also appeared in Never Say Nev-
er Again.

There are two glaring omissions from

Bond Files. How could you leave out of

the list of Bond's top fights the Roger
Moore-Richard Kiel midair free-fall
fight over a single parachute in Moonrak-
er? And secondly, why is luscious Jill St.
John—Miss Tiftany Case from Diamonds
Are Forever—missing from your “Best
Bad Girl” list?

Tom Nelson

Diamond Bar, California

My nomination for best vehicle in a
supporting role in the James Bond mov-
ies is from Goldfinger. Afier crushing the
Lincoln, the gold and the bad guy into a
cube, Oddjob dropped all 6000 pounds
into the back of a Ford Falcon pick-
up and hauled it back to Goldfinger's
place. Wow.

James Wiley
Columbus, Ohio

SURF'S UP

I'm surprised that pLAYBOY supports
gun control (Surfing the Web for Conlra-
band, June). Can guns be purchased on
the Internet? Of course—just as they can
be purchased through a classified ad in a
local paper or national magazine. Pick
up a copy of Sholgun News or Gun List
and you can even find a deal on an Uzi
or an AK-47. Fully automatic weapons
have always been legal in this country,
provided you fill out the documents, pass
a background check and pay the tax.

18 Can John Q. Public circumvent these

laws? Absolutely. But even with all the
deviant behavior found on the Internet,
the last thing we need is government
regulation of what we surf.

Charles Bobier

Fort Bragg, North Carolina

FIRST LADY OF THE MILLENNIUM
For the first time ever, my choice for
Playmate of the Year actually made it.
Jodi Ann Paterson (Playmate of the Year,
June) has a perfectly proportioned nat-
ural figure, a fresh face and a great per-
sonality. Good for Jodi and everyone
who voted for her.
Ray Biller
Buffalo, New York

Jodi Ann Paterson is an outstanding
choice for PMOY. Last year, 1 persuaded
my girlfriend to read pLavBOY with me,
and when we saw her October 1999 pic-
torial, we agreed she'd win.

John Eldridge
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

I couldn't believe my eyes when 1 saw
Jodi Ann on your cover. I knew her in
high school and she was wonderful. jodi,
you've made all your friends proud.

Jefirey Prince
Springfield, Oregon

Thanks for giving readers two Play-
mate of the Year pictorials in the same is-
sue. Jodi Ann Paterson is a goddess, and
I fully expect to see beautiful Shannon
Stewart voted in as PMOY 2001.

Mark Harris
El Paso, Texas

THUANA BRASH

Robert B. DeSalvo knows nothing
about the Tijuana scene (How lo Survive a
Night in Tijuana, June) if he thinks Plaza
Fiesta is worth seeing. I can't imagine
why he makes that recommendation.
Could it be for the overpriced leather
goods or the drunken coeds who party

hard on Saturday nights? And if DeSal-
vo thinks he can find a donkey show on
any of the side streets, he's savvier than
all the cabbies in TJ, since there hasn’t
been one in 20 years. DeSalvo has heard
about Tijuana, but he sure hasn't lived it.
Butch Gordo
Sparks, Nevada

MAKE THAT A DOUBLE
I enjoyed Raymond Benson's Dou-
bleshot (June). I hope his next pLAYBOY
short story covers the first time 007
meets the new M.
Gary Petzel
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Doubleshot is a fun read, but I wish you
hadn't given the game away in your in-
troduction and illustration.

Dale Irwin
Waiheke Island, New Zealand

Doubleshot makes James Bond look like
an idiot. He's a naval ofhicer, works for
British intelligence and is trained to have
an eye for detail. He would have picked
up on some individual characteristics to
differentiate between the two girls.

Skip Gonet
Westport, Massachusetts

Please, don't waste any more space on
Raymond Benson.
James Barrett
Boulder Creek, California

EREAK THE RULES
I'm disappointed in rule number six

(Rules for the Perfect Relationship, June).

There are innumerable techniques one

might use to delay an orgasm; thinking

of dead babies is definitely not one.
Dave Steimling
Newark, Delaware

CARRE ON
I love your Carré Otis pictorial (Carré’s

Comeback, June). She looks better than
ever. In 1991, during her tumultuous
marriage to Mickey Rourke, 1 had the
privilege of meeting her, and despite her
problems, she was luminous. I'm happy
to see that Carré has overcome her past
and emerged triumphant.

Maria Sandoval

Los Angeles, California

GEEK CHIC
What's next—a profile of the fools from
the “Whassup” commercials? Michael
Maronna (Inside Stuart, June) may not be
the most disgusting character from the
pompous Ameritrade ad campaign (the
woman with the smelly feet wins that ti-
tle). But why would prayvBoy devote an
entire page to this twit?
Ralph Novak
Tenafly, New Jersey
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A GUY'S GUIDE TO WHAT'S HIP AND WHAT'S HAPPENING

MOUNT NAOMI

The Spanish government bankrolled
a travel brochure that described the
slopes of one mountain near Madnd as
“black, svelte, hard and slippy, like Nao-
mi Campbell's loins.” The guide, which
was removed from circulation shortly
after publication, also explained why
mountain climbers rarely choose to scale
the same alp twice. “With mountains the
same thing happens as does with wom-
en, that the desire they provoke is in-
versely proportional to the number of
times you've got on top of them.” We de-
mur. If you spend too much of your time
on the peaks, you'll ignore the wonders
of the valley.

STUD BROTHERS

We followed this year’s running of the
Preakness with more interest than usual,
One of the eight entries in the field was
named Hugh Hefner. Not the jockey, the
horse. Hefner—no relation—wasn't con-
sidered a favorite. He went off at 20 to 1,
which caused one observer to wonder,
“Did that refer to his odds or his stable of
fillies?” There were other jests at the
Thoroughbred’s expense: Al Michaels
introduced him to TV viewers with the
comment, “God forbid they ever geld
this one.” But this wasn't the first Hugh
Hefner to be underestimated by the ex-
perts. Hefner broke out in front and ac-
tually led the field just four furlongs
from the finish but tired and finished
out of the money. So much for any
parallels. Fans concluded he had
slowed up from overexertion. We
like to think he simply wanted to
prolong the experience.

AVOID THE WALKING TOUR

The village of Golant in southwest
England has enough visitors to neces-
sitate an official town map. When it
was suggested to villagers they might
want to rename one colortul street for
publication, they refused. In fact they
suspect some tourists come to Golant ex-
pressly to see Cowshit Lane.

THE TIP SHEET

Skytel: Thanks to the new handheld
e-mail device, people who “take meet-

ANATOMY LESSONS

—

Welcome to Body Knots (Rizzoli), a collection of pho-
tographs designed and shot by Howard Schatz. It is a cel-
ebration of the malleability of the human form. We see
bodies twisted and turned and bent and smashed to-
gether. The effect is eerie and colorful. After a while,
these forms seem only vaguely human and more like
sculpture made from skin. We loaned the book to one
of our colleagues who pointed to one photo and said,
“Hey, this guy looks like he stuck his head up his ass!”
You can’t beat that for enthusiasm—or pliability.

ings" are even more obnoxious.

Food porn: Low-fat, low-cal labels on
food are out. Instead, Sara Lee's Cal-
zone Creations are sold with the mes-
sage, “Contains at least 12 grams of sat-
urated far.” That's at least 60 percent of

the recommended daily intake.

Bobos: a k.a. bourgeois bohemians.
Taken from Bobos in Paradise (Simon and
Schuster) by David Brooks and used to
describe organic-food eating, Land Rov-
er—driving, wealthy free spirits.
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Biosteel: Latest biotechnology break-
through has woven a silk spider gene in-
to a goat's DNA. The next generation of
goats will be able to provide a bullet-
proof pashmina shawl.

Ball balm: Testosterone n a tube is a
topical gel that gives men energy, stami-
na and involuntary swelling of the ego.

Fuckedcompany.com: An online inter-
active deathwatch for dot-coms. Place
your debts.

CREATIVE WHIZ

One of Marcel Duchamp's most fa-
mous works is now at London’s new Tate
Museum. Fountain, you may recall, con-
sists mostly of a urinal. Recently two less-
er-known artists, in what they insisted
was a purposeful questioning of the def-
inition of art, walked up to Fountain and
pissed on it. A sizable group of art lovers
witnessed the act. And, apparently think-
ing it was part of the artwork, gave it a
round of applause.

CUCKOO CUCARACHA

A woman threw a motorcycle helmet
through her TV screen and wants a pest
control company to pay for a new TV. It
all started with a pesky advertising cam-
paign. The Orkin Co. put a ]. Walter
Thompson commercial on the air that
features a large, realistic roach. The
woman who KO'd her TV might not

have to sue: On its website the company
is sponsoring a “most bizarre story” con-

test related to the spot.

LEATHER OF THE LOST ARK

A leather jacket is a staple of a
man'’s wardrobe, and who's a bet-
ter judge of leather jackets than
Indiana Jones? Indy wore this U.S.
Wings jacket as he battled the forc-
es of evil in his various adventures.
The company (uswings.com) sup-
plies authentic military and motor-
cycle jackets in a variety of leathers
and skins. Of particular note are
the kangaroo jackets—which are
one third the weight of and stron-
ger than goat, lambskin or cow-
hide. The bullwhip is extra.

BLOW IT OUT YOUR ART!

“Water-soluble, nontoxic paint: $32.95.
Blank canvas: $60. Watching your talent
shoot rainbows out of her ass: priceless.”
That's the way director Chimera Chase de-
scribes her latest work, Ass Artist #3 (Seduc-
fion). Number three?2 Where were we? We
had no idea this was the third in a series. We
apologize to our readers for not catching it the
first time around. "Ass Artist may be my most
visible work,” says Chase, “but it’s certainly not
my best.” As for the paintings, Chase says,
“They're not for sale. Unless | get a huge offer.”
We'll start the bidding at $92.95.

e

BORED STRAIGHT

If you're looking for a class in business
ethics that doesn’t mince words, try the
one required for a master's in business
administration from the University of
Maryland. 1t includes instructional field
trips to the federal pens at Cumberland
and Allenwood, Pennsylvania for lec-
tures by the experts: capitalists doing
ume for white-collar crimes.

COPZ

Police departments in Oakland, Dal-
las, Kansas City, Mo. and Phoenix have
hit upon a new method of looking cool
and impressing kids—low-rider patrol
cars. The cops are bent on having the
cars done right. The Maricopa County
Sherift's office’s new low rider will have
a sidewalk-thumping stereo and, best
of all, a hydraulic suspension that can
bounce the body. Add some sirens to
these squad cars and you have the per-
tect soundtrack for cops out clubbing,

BRAIN CURD

A study by the National Institute on
Aging has tied high midlife tofu con-
sumption to brain atrophy. The findings
were based on extensive case studies and
involved testing brains of people whose
midlife dietary habits had been tracked

in the Sixties and Sevenues for other
purposes. The Institute determined that
bean curd fans scored lower on cognitive
tests and had lower brain weight than
people who ate less tofu. If they're any-
thing like the vegetarians we know, they
also use a lot more air freshener.

ZIP YOUR LIPS

The Vagina Monologues are no longer
soliloquies. New York’s Blue Heron Arts
Center is staging The Penis Responds,
billed as “the envy of all shows.” The Re-
sponse is made up of 12 short but ener-
getic plays that organizers predict “you'll
wish were a lot longer."

MICRO MANAGING

Former Microsoft exec Chris Larson
was having so much renovation work
done on his 32-room Shoreline mansion
overlooking Puget Sound that a neigh-
bor sued him for creating excessive noise
and dust. Rather than endure the an-
noyance of a civil action, Larson simply
paid the neighbor $2.1 million to sign
over his house and go away.

UNCLEAR CUTTING

According to the Earth Island Journal,
the following euphemisms are used by
the umber industry when it doesn’t want
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SIGNIFICA, INSIGNIFICA, STATS AND FACTS

QUOTE

“As far as fame
and fortune go, I
generally believe
one should under-
stand that none of
it is deserved."—
BEN AFFLECK

RED INK PLANET

Success rate of all
U.S. and Russian
missions to Mars—
in percentage—
during the Sixues
and Seventies: 48,
Percentage of suc-
cessful missions in
the Eighties and
Nineties: 20.

A QUICK BALL
The time it takes
a major-league fast-
ball to go from a
pitcher's hand to
home plate: 0.4 sec-
onds. The time it takes the batter to
spot the ball, gauge it and decide
whether to swing: 0.2 seconds. Time
it takes him to choose where to swing:
0.025 seconds. Hesitation time that will

produce a foul ball: 0.007 seconds.

TRINIDAD, TRINIMOM
Population of Trinidad, Colorado:
9500. Number of sex-reassignment
surgeries performed to date in Trini-
dad: 4500.

DEFLOWER POWER

According to ¥YM, percentage of fe-
male teens who cited curiosity as a
reason to have sex for the first time:
58. Percentage who cited love: 47.
Percentage who cited physical attrac-
tion: 40. Percentage who mentioned
boredom with being a virgin: 24.

DOLLAR BELLES
According to a study by the Univer-
sity of California at Davis, average
percentage return earned by women-
only investment clubs: 21. Percentage
return of men-only clubs: 15.

RANKNESS
According to the Movie Index,
number of obscenities in the 154 min-
utes of Pulp Fiction, the film with the
most curses: 41 1. Crudities per min-
ute in Pulp Fiction: 2.67. Number of

FACT OF THE MONTH
According to Los Angeles
magazine, Palestinian leader

Yasir Arafat’s favorite film is
Pretty Woman. Aides to Arafat
say he’s seen it 20 times.

obscenities in the
80-minute-long
South Park: Bigger,
Longer and Uncul:
399. CPM of South
Fark: 5.

WE ARE NOT AMUSED

The percentage
increase in aten-
dance at amuse-
ment parks in the
U.S. from 1994 to
1999: 16. Percent-
age increase in the
amount of money
spent by visitors to
U.S. amusement
parks in that time:
30. Percentage in-
crease in amuse-
ment park acci-
denits: 88.

SHAMELESS SHELTERS

Annual cost 1o
the U.S. Treasury
of unpaid taxes by major corpora-
tions that use improper tax shelters:
$10 billion.

INTERNATIONAL PASTIME

Based on opening day rosters, per-
centage of major-league baseball
players born in other countries: 24.
Number of foreign countries repre-
sented by major leaguers: 17. Num-
ber of ballplayers from Canada: 12.
Number from Mexico: [4. From the
Dominican Republic: 71.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

In 1995, number of arucles in ma-
jor newspapers worldwide that re-
ferred to the information superhigh-
way: 4562. Number that mentioned
e-commerce or electronic commerce:
915. In 1999, number of articles with
information superhighway mentions:
842. Number of e-commerce articles:
20,641.

GLOBAL GOLD AWARDS
Percentage of American film rev-
enue derived from foreign markets:
55. Percentage 20 years ago: 33.

STILL ON SCHEDULE
Percentage of Americans who say a
cancer cure will be found within 50
years: 84. Percentage who said the
same in 1949: 88. —ROBERT 5. WIEDER

to use the term clear-cutting: forest uti-
lization, landscape management, gap-
phased dynamics, horizontal landscap-
ing, tree density reduction, light forest
retention, shade intolerant tree regen-
eration, enhancing landscape diversity
and, our favorite, temporary meadow.

THE FULL MONTY PYTHON

A doctor known as the Merry Medi-
cine Man started the first laughter club
five years ago in India. There are now
150 of them and hundreds of people can
be seen in parks any morning stretching
and warming up with chants of “ho ho
ho, ha ha ha.” Now the trend has gained
a ticklish toehold in the UK. The south
Asian funnyman, who was invited to stay
in England to run a four-day seminar,
claims he started the clubs after noticing
immune system improvements in his pa-
tients after bouts of laughter. He even
has labels for different types of laughs:
hearty, silent, lion, swinging and cock-
tail. We'll stick with the laugh called hey-
look-at-those-assholes-in-the-park!

HUGGY BEARS

Chinese merchants aren’t the only
ones benefiting from most-favored-na-
tion status. Pandas are geuwing an imme-
diate boost, too—in the form of Viagra.
(What is it about pandas and sex? See
last month’s After Howrs.) The shy crea-
tures are down to about 1000 in number,
due in part to the fact that males can
mate for only 10 to 20 seconds a go. The

DRINK OF THE MONTH




Beijing Youth Journal reports that Viagra,
unlike traditional herbal remedies, al-
lows them to split the bamboo for up to

JOSH, WE BELIEVE YOU

Josh Freese, one of rock’s busiest
drummers, has a new CD that con-
tains an adorable song called
Playboy Mansion: “We all went to
the Playboy Mansion/Partied with
the Marilyn Manson/I think my
time’s arrived at last/l was doing
cocaine off Miss October’s ass/You
don't believe me but it’s true/You

don’t believe me and you don’t
have to/lt's not the kind of shit I'd
make up.” We think he's angling
for an invite, don't you?

20 minutes. Now they might even have
time for the Chinese basket trick.

WHAT SORT OF MANZ2

Some of the findings in an FCB New
York study of readership data make per-
fect sense. For example, Road and Track
readers are most likely to dine at Hoot-
ers and Redbook readers are most in-
clined to own more than three cats. Yet
we were surprised to see that Bicycling
has the highest concentration of dough-
nut eaters (naturally, Twinkies consum-
ers read WWF Magazine) and that Soap
Opera Digest fans are second 1o none in
their consumption of instant mashed
potatoes (we would have guessed Klee-
nex). Town and Couniry subscribers are
most given to anxiety and depression,
which presumably breaks down to anxi-
ety in town and depression in the coun-
try. Finally, we report without comment
that New York readers are also your lead-
ing buyers of rubber gloves.

UP TELESCOPE
Baby, it’s so big you'll see stars. That's

the essence of the pitch that major edu-
cational institutions are using to attract

the best scientific talent in the field of as-
tronomy. We're talking, of course, about
the current race to construct the world's
longest telescope. Harvard and MIT are
already at work on a 21-footer in Chile,
and Caltech 1s considering a 98-footer at
Palomar Observatory in northern San
Diego County. Meanwhile, Sweden’s
Lund University is mulling over a 164-
footer and the European Southern
Observatory is blueprinting a pulse-
pounding 328-foot scope. It's what
you could call an epidemic of Ve-
nus envy.

THE BODY ON BROADWAY

From the producer who brought
to Broadway such uplifting musical
fare as The Will Rogers Follies comes
the [esse Ventura Story. Pierre Cos-
sette, who put the ghost of Rogers

on the planks for several years, has

bought the rights to turn the life of
the erstwhile wrestler and current Min-
nesota governor into a musical. Cossette
described his vision of the musical as a
cross between Rocky and Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington, “a family type of show, a fun-
ny musical comedy.” The governor's on-
ly request was that it be done with rock
and roll.

THAI STINK

A chemical engineer in Thailand be-
lieves he has the answer to the earth’s
dwindling supply of fossil fuels: human
waste. According to the Banghok Post, the
associate dean of Mahanakorn Universi-
ty of Technology has developed a meth-
od of treating feces with hot nitrogen
gas. The treated waste then becomes a

BABE OF THE MONTH

Although o survey by Focus mag-
azine voted her one of the five
least intelligent personalities in
Britain, tenacious 29-year-old Me-
linda Messenrger riust be laugh-
ing all the way to the bank. After
she put her 34DD-22-34 self in
a bra and scanties and posed for
a titillating window-company post-
er, the Sun promptly dubbed the
blue-eyed beauty the “Page Three
Girl for the Thrillennium.” The for-
mer flight attendant and accounts
manager proved there is indeed a
brain behind the blonde by parlay-
ing her topless stints as a Page
Three girl into a career as a British
television presenter (on the game
show Fort Boyard) and budding
aciress. Earlier this year, one very
pregnant Messenger filmed her
debut movie role as the damsel-
in-distress Princess Vanilla in the
low-budget British fantasy film
Mumbo Jumbo. Not to us.

ASS, ELBOW, DICK
We were having a fun time leafing
through The MultiOrgasmic Man
(Harper Collins) by Mantak Chia
and Douglas Abrams Arava when
we came upon the illustration shown
above. In a paragraph that encour-
ages men to stimulate “their entire
penis,” the authors remind us that
in Chinese medicine, various parts
of your johnson correspond to dif-
ferent parts of your body. And you
don’'t want to overstimulate one
part of your body, they argue. We
agree. We would like Katherine
Heigl to overstimulate it.

product they call bio-oil. However, even
with the current rise in prices at the gas
pump, bio-oil still costs twice as much as
petrol. And then there’s the nasty back-
fire problem.
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By LEONARD MALTIN

THERE'S SCARCELY a believable ingredient
in Mad About Mambo (USA Films), from
Keri Russell's light Irish accent to the
connect-the-dots storyline. But it's such
a cheerful movie, and its star is so radi-
ant, that it’s hard to dislike. William Ash
plays a working-class Belfast teenager
whose one ambition is to play profes

sional football, though his skills aren't as
strong as his enthusiasm. Then he hears
a Brazilian pro credit his natural rhythm
for his great success in the sport. So our
young hero decides to take Latin danc

ing lessons; that's how he comes to meet
rich girl Russell, who's determined 10
win the local dance competition with her
dutiful boyfriend. You can probably fill
in the rest without much effort, bur di-
rector John Forte's script has no preten-
sions and seemingly no illusions about
what it is: pure escapism, with a dollop of
social commentary. Incidentally. the nrle
refers to a completely different dance
from the one featured throughour the
movie, but I guess Screwy About Samba
doesn’t have the right ring. ¥¥/z

Donal Logue is a supporting actor
we've seen in countless films, from Jerry
Maguire to The Patriot; now he's show
cased in the leading role of a disarming
romantic comedy. The Tao of Steve (Sony
Pictures Classics) is based on the life-
and persona—of its co-writer, Duncan
North. Set in his hometown of Santa Fe,
the film introduces us to Dex, a onetime

Where movies are concerned. re-
visionism takes many forms: on vid-
€o, on CDs derived from films and in
books about movies. Michael Mann
feels his reedited version of The Last of
the Mohicans for DVD is a definite im-
provement over the version released

NEW AND IMPROVED, OR NOT?

to theaters. Veteran Hollywood corre-
spondent Bob Thomas is happy to re-
store a chapter to his classic biography
King Cohn that his publisher made him
cut back in 1967.

But does new always mean im-
proved? Richard Donner has reedited
the first three Lethal Weapon movies for
DVD. Did these entertaining action
yarns really need a new coat of paint?
In the field of movie books, a new
wave of biographers has produced
huge, dense and generally downbeat
tomes on such well-trod subjects as
Judy Garland and Groucho Marx. Do

Keri Russell: Dancing queen.

Dancing for success,
scoring to excess,
drowning in silliness.

high school whiz who in ten years has
turned into a potbellied slacker. He still
quotes L.ao-tzu, Heidegger and other
philosophers, but his true belief is in the
self-developed (and self-perpetuated)
Tao of Steve, Steyve being his name for
the quintessential Cool Guy. Dex is no
Brad Pitt, but he beds more women than
any other guy in town because of his gift

these satisfy a demand that the many
existing books don't?

[ prefer the joy of discovery to the
retread of the familiar. David Stenn
broke new ground with his excellent
biography Clara Bow: Runming Wild.
Now it's back in print as a quality
paperback with new
information, and a
status list of Bow's
films. (Several have
been located in recent years; one early
uitle, Poisoned Paradise, has been re-
stored by the UCLA Film and Televi-
sion Archive.)

Movie soundtracks now reach a
growing audience—and that includes
retrospective CDs. Producer George
Feltenstein continues to mine nuggets
in the vaults at Warner Bros. (which
mcludes the MGM and RKO libraries).
Not only has he found previously un-
heard material recorded for movies by
everyone from the Mills Brothers 1o
Harry James for the two-CD collection
Hollywood Swing and [azz (Rhino), one

of gab and his uncanny ability to make
them think he isn't pursuing them. Then
he falls head over heels for a heautiful
woman named Syd (Greer Goodman)
and finds himself unable to implement
his own game plan. For a small film from
a hirst-time feature director, Jenniphr
Goodman, The Tao of Steve is remarkably
self-assured and thoroughly entertain
ing, a contemporary romantic comedy
that delivers where so many Hollywood
efforts fail. ¥¥¥

L]

French star Daniel Auteuil. like hiy
countryman Gérard Depardieu, isn'(
what you'd call handsome. but when he s
On-screen you can't take your eyes off
him. The same can now be said, in a
somewhat different light, for his co-star
in The Girl on the Bridge (Paramount Clas
sics). pop star Vanessa Paradis. Patrice
Leconte’s fable, shot in black and white
and wide-screen, spins a fanciful tale
about a professional knife thrower who
saves women who are on the brink of
suicide and recruits them for his act. In
Paradis—fresh, naive, but already beat
en down by life—he finds a kindred spir-
it, a soul mate in fact, but he is reluctant
to express his feelings for her. She
meanwhile, continues on her lifelong
path of following her sexual urges and
making bad choices. Paradis wins us
over in her opening monolog, where
in she frankly describes her screwed-up
life to date, and Leconte spotlights her
to great effect opposite the charismaric
Auteuil. ¥¥¥

cut actually solves an age-old mystery.
For years, Duke Ellington scholars
have debated if the Duke recorded
material for the Marx Brothers come-
dy A Day at the Races. The answer is
now available for all to hear, in an ex-
tended rendition of All God's Chillun
Got Rhythm that was severely truncated
in the final film.

But if you've never seen a classic
film, heard its famous soundtrack or
read an acclaimed movie book, then a
reissue isn't a matter of rediscovery;
it's more like remedial study. Martin
Scorsese has lent his name and pres-
tige to a series of quality paperbacks
for Modern Library that restore to cir-
culation a number of film books that
deserve to live forever, including Rudy
Behimer’s Memo From David O. Selznick,
Vachel Lindsay's The Art of the Moving
Picture and James Agee's Agee on Film.

In these instances, revisions were
deemed unnecessary. Scorsese knows
that it's foolish to try to improve on
perfection. —LM
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OFF CA

D'Onofrio: Playing for real.

He’s not a household name, but
anyone who appreciates great act-
ing knows Vincent D’Onofrio, from
his unforgettable portrayal of a
pudgy Marine in Stanley Kubrick's
Full Metal [acket to this year's The
Cell and Steal This Mouvze.

Never one to back off from play-
ing a difficult or challenging role,
D’Onofrio isn’t always able to shed
his character’s skin at the end of
the workday. “There are certain
things you can't stop,” he admits.
“As I get older, I rely much more
on technique and research, and 1
don't carry things home. Having
said that, every once in a while,
you come across a character that
will not be denied, that will atach
himself to you.”

Such a character was the politi-
cal activist Abbie Hoffman, whom
D’Onofrio portrays in Steal This
Movie. “It hurt playing him,” the
actor says. “My portrayal of his life
was not something I wore well
emotionally.”

Shooting The Whale Wide World,
in which he played fabled pulp
writer Robert E. Howard (creator
of Conan the Barbarian), was not
nearly as draining emotionally.
But it was physically taxing, be-
cause he was wearing Thirties
woolen clothing during a hurried,
24-day shoot in Texas heat. This
unsung gem—well worth seeking
out on video—features one of the
actor’s finest performances, oppo-
site Renée Zellweger. Even D'Ono-
frio, who's highly criucal of him-
self, likes this one.

Happy to be known as a charac-
ter actor, D'Onofrio isn’t besieged
by fans. But on a recent trip to
Walt Disney World in Florida with
his young daughter, he was sur-
prised by how many people recog-
nized him as the rubber-skinned
farmer-turned-alien from Men in
Black. “It's shocking that they did,”
he admits with a laugh. “It makes
me contemplate my looks.” —L.m.

Saving Grace (Fine Line) is yet another
of those quirky, funny British comedies
trying to take its place alongside The Full
Monty and Waking Ned Devine. It's a wor-
thy successor, which makes it especial-
ly disappointing when the picture ul-
umately drops the ball. The glorious
Brenda Blethyn stars as a well-liked ma-
tron in the seaside community of Corn-
wall—her husband dies in a mysterious
incident and leaves her penniless. Craig
Ferguson (from The Drew Carey Show) is
her devoted gardener, who is equally
devoted to smoking pot with his pal,
the town doctor (Martin Clunes). When
their supply grows scarce, Ferguson calls
on Grace for help, and she nurtures the
hemp plant in her sophisticated green-
house. That's where the plot thickens.
Ferguson co-wrote and co-produced this
engaging comedy, which is directed with
a light touch by Nigel Cole. Everything
clicks until the finale, when silliness eras-
es the credibility the film worked so hard
to achieve. Still, two thirds of a good
comedy is better than nothing. ¥¥/z

It’s hard to believe that 17 years have
passed since the release of Gregory Na-
va's El Norte (Artisan), but its theatrical
reissue is both welcome and timely. Nava
and his writing-producing partner Anna
Thomas created this extraordinary 1ale,
which chronicles two young people mak-
ing their way from Guatemala through
Mexico across the border to California,
then trying to survive in the alien sub-
culture of Los Angeles. Rich, emotional,
empathic, £l Norte is one of the best films
of the Eighties; it deserves to be revisit-
ed, or discovered, at the dawn of the
new century. Nava has gone on to write
and direct such worthy films as My Fami-
ly/Mi Familia and Selena, but this re-
mains his supreme achievement as a
filmmaker. ¥¥¥¥

There's low-key and there's quiet, and
then there’s barely there. The Opportunists
(First Look), a film so laid-back it almost
disappears, fits into the last category.
The always-watchable Christopher Wal-
ken stars as a chronic screw-up who
barely ckes out a living repairing cars in
Queens. A distant relatuve (Peter Mc-
Donald) shows up one day, urging him
to engage in a robbery that can’t miss.
But Walken, who's already spent too
much time in prison, wants none of it—
at first. This is the kind of caper in which
the characters are so dumb they don't
know how dumb they really are. The Op-
portunists gets its juice from Walken and
Cyndi Lauper, who is impressive in a
character part as his independent-mind-
ed girlfriend. Still, their combined pres-
ence isn't enough to give The Opportunists
the boost it needs. ¥¥

MOVIE SCORE CARD

capsule close-ups of current films

by leonard maltin

The Eyes of Tammy Faye (Listed only) A
candid and surprisingly interesting
documentary about the rise and fall
of Tammy Faye Bakker that was a hit
at this year's Sundance Festival. ¥¥¥
The Girl on the Bridge (See review) A
striking and sensual fable about a
knife thrower and a lifelong loser he
saves from suicide and makes his
partner. Daniel Auteuil and the mag-
netic French pop star Vanessa Par-
adis make a good team. ¥¥y
Gone in 60 Seconds (Listed only) Nico-
las Cage stars in this anemic car-theft
yarn that actually gets dumber as it
goes along. Even for a no-brainer,
this is pretty poor. ¥
Mad About Mambo (Sce review) Keri
Russell plays a rich Irish girl who re-
luctantly teams up with a working-
class Belfast boy so she can win a
Latin dance competition. Utterly for-
mulaic but fun to watch. ¥¥)2
Mission Impossible 2 (Listed only) Tom
Cruise looks great and has all the
right moves, John Woo gets to send
doves flying again, but shouldn't
there be a story, or characters we care
about—in a movie with this much
money and talent behind it? ¥y
El Norte (See review) One of the great
films of the Eighties is back in the-
aters: Gregory Nava's incredible saga
of two young people traveling from
Guatemala across the U.S. border to
seck a new life in California.  Y¥¥¥
The Opportunists (See review) Christo-
pher Walken is always worth watch-
ing, but this low-key caper film is too
predictable to make the grade.  ¥¥
The Patriot (Listed only) Mel Gibson
shows once again why he's a movie
star of the old school in this corny but
entertaining Colonial War saga.  ¥¥¥
Saving Grace (See review) Brenda
Blethyn plays a widowed matron who
comes to the aid of her loyal garden-
er (Craig Ferguson) to help him grow
marijuana in her high-tech green-
house. A funny British comedy that
turns silly toward the end. Y¥/2
Shaft (Listed only) Samuel L. Jackson
dons Armani leather to play the
coolest cop in New York City. John
Singleton directed this entertaining
remake, which also features the orig-
inal Shaft, Richard Roundtree. ¥¥¥
The Tao of Steve (See review) Donal
Logue plays a beer-bellied slacker
with a game plan for bedding every
woman he meets—until he meets the
one who gets inside his heart. A re-
freshing romantic comedy. ¥y

¥¥ Worth a look
¥ Forget it

¥¥¥¥ Don't miss
¥¥¥ Good show
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“My favorite film is
Mamma Roma,”
says Michael Im-
perioli of HBO's
hit show The So-

pranos, “followed
savetes’ Hus-

s *  bands and A

- Woman Under

4 Any of Fellini's

movies. Also

Grand Illusion

| have no preference for comedies or dra-
mas—whatever is good and touches me. |
have to be in a certain mood to watch a
undivided attention, that | don't have to do
something and the phone’s not going to
ring. 1 like to watch from beginning to end

by John Cas-
the Influence.
and The Gospel According to St. Matthew.
movie. | need to know that | can give it my
without interruption.” —SUSAN KARLIN

WHO IS JOHN MALKOVICH BEING?

In Being John Malkovich, John Malkovich
spends half the film playing John Cusack
playing John Malkovich, then he plays
Orson Bean as Malkovich. Got that?
Soon he stars in Shadow of the Vampire as
EW. Murnau, the German director of
the 1922 horror classic Nosferatu. If his
past is any indication, you'll be lucky to
recognize the versatile actor.

True West (1983): A portent of things to
come: Malkovich's movie debut calls for
him to trade his reckless derangement—
and, in fact, trade personalities—with his
even-keeled brother (Gary Sinise) in
Sam Shepard's play. Critics ask, Who is
this guy?

Places in the Heart (1984): In just his sec-
ond time out of the box the boy gets
an Oscar nomination, playing the blind,
self-centered—and gradually trans-
formed—Mr. Will in Robert Benton's
dignified drama.

Empire of the Sun (1987): Steven Spielberg
required Malkovich to be cynical and
cunning as well as the sensitive father-
protector of young POW Chrisuan Bale.
(Maybe that's why Bale grew up to star
in American Psycho.)

Dangerous Liaisons (1988): In a powdered
wig no less, his dandy cocksman, Val-
mont, seduces Michelle Pfeiffer, Glenn
Close and Uma Thurman. How do you
get a job like that?

Of Mice and Men (1992): “And will there be
rabbits, George, will there be rabbits?”
Malkovich suddenly looms large as the
oversize dimwit Lennie Small in John

30 Steinbeck’s classic.

In the Line of Fire (1993): It takes a mighty
odious villain to give Clint Eastwood the
creeps, but Malkovich's psychotic cha-
meleon Mitch Leary did it nicely, and
earned him a second Oscar nomination.
Mary Reilly (1996): Malkovich bravely es-
chewed special effects for a bit of facial
hair to distinguish Jekyll from Hyde. But
no one wanted to hear Julia Roberts with
an Irish accent—it made just $5.6 mil-
lion on a $47 million budget.

Con Air (1997): His droll, intellectual seri-
al killer, Cyrus the Virus, “a poster child
for the criminally insane,” managed to
have all the good lines in this underrat-
ed action yarn.

The Man in the Iron Mask (1998): Leonardo
DiCaprio was the draw for this oft-told
Dumas tale, but brooding Musketeer-of-
action Athos was a highlight.

Rounders (1998): Malkovich seems to be
acting in a different movie—one we'd
rather see—from Matt Damon and the
rest of the cast, as the over-the-top Rus-
sian-American mobster cleverly named
Teddy KGB. —BUZZ MCCLAIN

DISC ALERT

Speak Frank(enheimer)ly: Warching a
DVD with a director’s audio commen-
tary means watching the movie at least
twice, so having an informative racon-
teur behind the microphone legitimizes
the tout “bonus materials.” John Fran-
kenheimer, whose drum-tight 1964 thril-
ler Seven Days in May recently made its
DVD debut (Warner, $25), ranks among
the best. He ambles without rambling,

0.J. Simpson’s fin="4
est filmic hours are”
now available on DVD."
The Naked Gun: From the ™
Files of Police Squad, The
Naked Gun 2%: The Smell
of Fear and The Naked >
Gun 33%: The Final Insult ($29. 99 each
from Paramount Home Entertainment) are
also where Leslie Nielsen has given some
of his most inspired and loopy perfor-
mances. This is sophomoric humor for
freshmen—and probably the last time 0.J.
felt comfortable in a squad car.

offering insights and just enough gos-
sip—nothing tawdry, just tasty—to keep
the viewer glued to the screen. For in-
stance, during a transitional scene set
at the Pentagon in Seven Days, Frank-
enheimer describes the visual trickery
needed to simulate the building’s seem-
ingly endless corridors on a small set. In
addition to an optically illusive paint
scheme, says Frankenheimer, “We em-
ployed all the midget actors in Holly-
wood.” Check out his Seven Days follow-
up, The Train (1964, MGM, $25)—which
he took on as director after Arthur Penn
was fired—or his black-and-white mas-
terpiece, The Manchurian Candidate (1962,
MGM, $25). —GREGORY P. FAGAN

SUSPENSE

Ghost Dog: The Way of the Samurai (oddball mob hit man
Whitaker fries to live it; Jim Jarmusch dots the Zen with boho
zip), Pups [13-year-old with mom's gun takes hostages, Burt
Reynolds negotiates; more bite than Dog Day Affernoon).

COMEDY

The Whole Nine Yards (hit man-in-hiding Willis is suburban
denfist Perry’s new toothache; formulaic, but fun), What Plan-
et Are You From? (Shandling’s a mild and crazy alien guy on
a mission to mate—works belter on a TV screen).

Pitch Black (crashed-spaceship survivors await predatory
doom that comes out only at night; decent, dopey mati-
nee), Reindeer Games (Sinise ensnares ex-con con man Af-
fleck in his heist plan; so idiclically bad that it's good).

DRAMA

Eye of the Beholder (British surveillance expert frails smoking-
hot suspect. Ashley Judd kills as a serial killer), The Beach (Di-
Caprio discovers a secret South Pacific paradise; gorgeouis-
Iy empty spin on Lord of the Flies).

SLEEPER

Holy Smoke! (cult victim Winsle! counters Keitel's deprogram-
ming efforts with a direct hit 1o his libido; a delicious turn-
aboul), Wonder Boys (pot-softed prof Douglas mentors mo-
rose prodigy Maguire: a bit shaggy, but no dog).
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BLUES

CHRIS WHITLEY moans, growls, breaks in-
to falsetto, howls, declaims and screams
with such conviction that he could make
the telephone directory sound deep. He
can even do a song about a model that
isn’'t stupid or clichéd. And he plays bot-
tleneck slide guitar like Johnny Winter.
There aren't a lot of other elements to
Live at Martyrs” (Messenger), Whitley's
fifth album. It's one guy with a guitar
playing 15 songs in front of an enthusi-
astic audience at a Chicago club. There
are no backup musicians, no production
tricks and no weenie synthesizers. Just
his best songs in the stripped-down form
they always deserve. If you're a Whitley
fan and think he was overproduced on
his early CDs, you'll be thrilled with the
revelatory energy he brings to Living
With the Law, Poison Girl, Big Sky Country
and everything else on this album.

Hard to believe, but there’s one more
brilliant folk blues album this month by
another guy named Chris. Live os I'll Ev-
er Be (Hightone Records) by Chris Smith-
er kicks some serious ass, though in a
slightly different style. His fingerpicking
is cleaner and his voice more relaxed
than Whitley's, but the energy is equally
infectious and joyous. His imitation of
the fruit and vegetable hawker from his
childhood is worth the price of admis-
sion. His songs are worth a lot more.

—CHARLES M. YOUNG

R&B

Deep-voiced male R&B singers have
been a rarity since the commercial peak
of Teddy Pendergrass. In the wake of
Michael Jackson and Prince, high ten-
ors, falsettos and guys with sweet intona-
tions have dominated the charts. Luther
Vandross, the preeminent balladeer of
the past 20 years, played with the bari-
tone register, but never suggested the
macho weight of Otis Redding, David
Ruffin and other true soul men. Even
D'Angelo and Maxwell, the two most
exciting young male singers of the last
few years, are in the Jackson-Prince tra-
dition. Which is why Carl Thomas' de-
but, Emotional (Bad Boy), is so exciung.
Thomas has brought a gutsy old-school
delivery to the hip-hop generation. He
has a dark, sexy low tenor that sounds
remarkably adult in ways most contem-
porary urban music avoids. I Wish, a soul
lament about frustrated love, doesn’t
have a juvenile bone in its strong spine.
His controlled passion will make you
think of Tyrone Davis and Jerry Butler.
Another of the disc's gems, Cold, Cold
Werld, is a performance of thrilling ma-
turity. And Thomas’ voice is sure to get
—NELSON GEORGE

Whitley's Martyrs”.

Singing the blues,
Pearl Jam and
Pink power.

ROCK

After a decade, Pearl Jam has made a
postgrunge musical statement that's both
compelling and coherent. For years, Ed-
die Vedder and company have tried to
reconcile their punk instincts with their
ethereal side. Most of their songs swing
from one extreme or the other. As the
title suggests, they've managed to fuse
both sides of their split musical personal-
ity on Binaural (Epic). These brutally ma-
jestic songs are heavy, roaring rockers
with unexpected twists in melody, tex-
ture and structure. As a singer, Vedder is
a force of nature. On these tales of shat-
tered personalities yearning for redemp-
tion his vocals are his most moving ever.

With Wasp Star (Apple Venus Volume 2)
(TVT/Idea), the godfathers of Brit-pop,
Andy Partridge and Colin Moulding of
XTC, are back with their most lyrical
and focused work in a long time. At its
best, XTC combines the tart social com-
mentary of the Kinks with the exotic
tonalities of the Beatles. Here Partridge
and Moulding strip down to the basics
after a couple of albums of psychedelic
overindulgence. Bristling guitars and
gorgeous vocals highlight the joyful mel-
odies and wry lyrics. Their tongues are
in their cheeks on Stupidly Happy and
We're All Light, but their hearts are just as
plainly on their sleeves.

Don't give up on the current English
pop scene. Supergrass, a cheeky Oxford
trio, are gods of Brit-pop and their third
album, Supergrass (Island), features the

DN PoWELL

irresistible hit Pumping on Your Slereo.
With its hypnotic chorus, it’s the catchi-
est English export in years. And the
touching Mama and Papa sounds like
something Brian Wilson left off of Pet
Sounds. —VIC GARBARINI

Five years after Elastica was an instant
hit, The Menace (Atlantic) busts out of the
box as if it's 1996. Justine Frischmann
and company have launched a noisy
mess of guitar-driven pop by hooking to-
gether synthesizer barks, a faux hurdy-
gurdy and some gunshots. Locked into
the punky music she loves, Frischmann
sounds livelier than ever. Even when she
tries electronica, she stays within herself.
Except for Lou Reed's Ecstasy, this is the
most confident rock record of the year,
and the best.

Pink is a 20-year-old go-getter from
Philadelphia who's not only a white artist
on the reigning R&B label LaFace, but
an aspiring teen pop idol who writes
some of her own material as well. She's
told interviewers that for a year she be-
lieved Madonna was her birth mother,
and on Can’t Take Me Home she shows why.
Lovey-dovey's not her way. Her inspira-
tion for the title tune: a dark-skinned
boyfriend who wouldn't let her meet his
mama. —ROBERT CHRISTGAU

The next great link in the Motor City
rock-and-roll chain is Noise Monkeys
(J-Bird) by Cub Koda and the Points.
That means Koda and his boys don't let
up for a minute of this 13-song rumble.
The guitars slash like the MC5, except
when they're screaming like Ted Nu-
gent. Koda's rasp approaches the ec-
stasies of Iggy Pop. Not that Cub, the
auteur of Smokin’ in the Boys Room, lacks
his own signature. A great humorist,
he turns heart attacks into comedy with
Clarence Brewer's Fast Food—Slow Death.
Among the originals, He Couldn’t Say No
offers a cautionary tale built around
Loute Louie, and Yommo Yommo Yow does
something similar with Word Up. Pusher-
man of Love tackles satyriasis and Spit It
on the Floor deals with its complications.
Consequences of another sort are repre-
sented by the final track, Koda's version
of Link Wray's Fire and Brimstone.

—DAVE MARSH

JAZZ

James Carter remains the most prolif-
ic and ambitious young jazzman, so
much so that he's just put out two new
albums. Both are destined to piss off tra-
ditionalists. Chasin’ the Gypsy (Atlantic)
features nine songs associated with Djan-
go Reinhardt. But rather than doll up
gypsy jazz standards such as Nuages,
Carter adds Brazilian accents and plays



MARGARITA AND KRISPY KREME DEPART-
MENT: Jimmy Butfett, who knows a thing
or two about food and drink (and
T-shirts and parrot hats), is opening
several of the famed doughnut shops
in Palm Beach. There will be more
than cheeseburgers in paradise.

REELING AND ROCKING: Metal stars of
the Eighties (including Great White
and W.A.S.R) filmed a scene for the
Mark Wahlberg-Jennifer Aniston movie
about a young musician who becomes
the lead singer in his favorite band. . . .
In November, NBC plans to air a TV
movie based on Natalie Cole’s life. . . .
Dave Stewart’s first feature film, Honest,
had a screening at Cannes this past
spring. . . . VHI's next biopic, 7o Hell
and Back: The Meat Loaf Story, will
star W. Earl Brown as Meat and Zaochary
Thorne as Jim Steinman. . . . The cre-
ators of Stomp are making a film about
percussionists around the world for
IMAX. . . . Ricky Martin is being talked
about for the sequel to Dirty Danc-
ing. . . . Look for LL Cool J to star with
Whoopi Goldberg and Joda Pinkett in
Kingdom Come. . . . Former Spice Girl
Geri Halliwell is slated for therapy in a
movie by the same name.

NEWSBREAKS: Two new music shows
may be on the fall TV schedule. Bonnie
Raitt's Gambil would feature American
stars who write and perform new
songs with musicians from other cul-
tures, and Marty Diamond (one of the
Lilith Fair organizers) wants The Liv-
ing Room to bring together musicians
from different generations and gen-
res. Beth Orton has expressed interest
in hosting. . . . Russell Simmons and his
website, 360hiphop.com, have joined
forces with Rock the Vote to get thou-
sands of young people across the
country to the polls in November. LL
Cool ], Mary J. Blige and Pufty will be
among the musicians doing public-
service announcements. . . A Beatles

Christgau

greatest-hits album will be out about
the same time that Paul, George and
Ringo's joint autobiography arrives in
bookstores. . . . Tony Bennett and Diana
Krall's U.S. tour will end on Septem-
ber 16 at New York's Radio City. . . .
Speaking of Meat Loaf and Jim Stein-
man: The Bat Out of Hell songs will
be rerecorded as a country album.
Steinman’s artist wish list includes
Johnny Cash, Garth, George Jones, the
Dixie Chicks and Shonia Twain, among
others. . . . The international Jimi Hen-
drix magazine, Univibes, has booked
Temple Theater in Dublin for Sep-
tember 17 to commemorate the 30th
anniversary of his death. Noel Redding,
Arthur Brown and others will partici-
pate. . . . This year the annual Noise
Pop Festival, a weeklong series of in-
dependent rock, jazz and avant-garde
shows, ventured outside San Francis-
co. Noise Pop in Chicago included
such headliners as Sleater-Kinney and
Uri Caine. The festival's standout un-
signed band: oK 6O, who renewed
our faith in pure power pop. . . . Ron
Silver starred in the LA production of
Bill Graham Presenis, a one-man play
about the concert promoter. A New
York opening is planned for next
year. . . . A musical about the early
years of hip-hop is playing at the
Apollo Theater in New York. Echo
Fark takes place in the late Seventies,
when kids took turntables, sound sys-
tems and records to city parks, tapped
into a streetlight and put on a show. It
ends with the first commercial rap
record, Rapper’s Delight, and i1s narrat-
ed by pioneers bJ Hollywood and Kurtis
Blow, The producers plan other musi-
cals to pick up the rap story. . . . Last-
ly, in the Born to Be Wild department:
The first of two sequels to the clas-
sic biker movie Easy Rider will begin
shooting this fall.  —BARBARA NELLIS

Marsh

Elastica
The Menace 9

Cub Koda
Noise Monkeys

Pearl Jam
Binaural

Carl Thomas
Emotional

Chris Whitley
Live at Martyrs®
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bass and F mezzo saxophones. Layin” in
the Cut (Atlantic) will really perturb the
purists. This set, which stars Carter with
an electric band, modernizes jazz-rock
fusion. The music owes equal debts to
Ornette Coleman and George Clinton,
and offers one thing almost no serious
music dares—a ton of fun. They won’t be
playing these arrangements at Lincoln
Center, but put them on at your house
and the party will take off. —pAVE MARSH

Like Latin music but find it cheesy?
Try Marc Ribot y Los Cubanos Postizos,
whose Muy Divertido! (Very Entertaining!)
(Atlantic) blends classic Cuban tunes and
rhythms to the irreverent sonorities of
small-group jazz. When Ribot adds the
self-penned Las Lomas de New fersey, it
fits right in. —ROBERT CHRISTCAU

FOLK

It’s taken better than three years, but
Ani DiFranco has at last finished produc-
ing the album from the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame’s tribute to Woody Guthrie.
Till We Outnumber “Em (Righteous Babe)
was worth the wait. Besides outstanding
performances by Bruce Springsteen, the
Indigo Girls, Soul Asylum's Dave Pirner
and DiFranco herself (on a stark Do Re
Me), there are a number of spoken-word
tracks, including a hilarious finale by Ar-
lo Guthrie. —DAVE MARSH

HIP-HOP

Los Angeles hip-hop has been defined
by gangsta rap. But there has been an
underground resistance to that. Los An-
geles trio Dilated Peoples’ major-label
debut, The Platform (Capitol), is a rich pal-
ette of sharp beats and smart rhymes.
Many of the tracks, including the classic
Work the Angles, have previously been re-
leased as indie 12-inchers, but the CD
doesn’t sound like patchwork. There’s
a strong, unified vision here that’s as ar-
tistically sound as anything coming
out of New York City's more celebrated
underground. —NELSON GEORGE

COUNTRY

The strength of Randy Weeks' solo de-
but, Madeline (High Tone), is its simplici-
ty. A founding member of the Lonesome
Strangers, Weeks applies three chords
and a cloud of dust to originals such as
Don't Step Away and Can’t Let Go (recently
covered by Lucinda Williams). On Motor
City, Weeks manages to create a roots-
rock song that meshes the urban spirit of
Mitch Ryder with the swamp solos of
Tony Joe White. —DAVE HOEKSTRA
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FAST FORWARD
Now that AMD and Intel have both

pushed out one-gigahertz processors

tal assistant. Unlike the human variety,
which requires salary, benefits and an
occasional kick in the behind, virtual
help can be yours for as little as $§15

your contacts and schedule and set up
conference calls (for an extra 15 cents
per minute). If Webley’s British accent
isn't your style, General Magic uses a fe-

(that's 1000 MHz for those of you strug-
gling with yet another hertz measure-
ment), it's ime for an upgrade—again.
What do you get out of going that much
faster? Smoother games for one thing,
plus better graphics and quicker re-
sponse in image-heavy programs that
make complex calculations. You'll also
get much quicker response for music
mixing and editing, as well as old-fash-
ioned bragging rights, according to In-
tel. But those bragging rights come at a
steep price. Depending on what else you

a month. Webley is the
most advanced of these
services. To callers, it'll
sound as though you've
hired a British robot
butler who answers your P
phone. Webley then an- &
nounces to you the name
of the person on the line
and asks you (in private)
if you'd like to take the
call. Voice technology en-
ables Webley to follow |
your orders to read aloud
faxes and e-mail messag-
es, dial phone numbers
from your address book
and recite your ap-
pointment calendar.
Webley also al-
lows you to re-
spond to e-mail
via the phone
by recording
YOUT VOICE mes-
sage and send-
ing it to the re-
cipient as an
audio attach-
ment. A toll-free
number, which you
get as part of your
subscription, acts as a clearinghouse
for various forms of communication.
There’s also a website where you can re-
trieve faxes and e-mail, as well as access

e V] Lo V S s

While DVD works to eliminate VHS on the video front, two new oudio formats are eyeing the spot
held by CD. Although high hardware prices have limited these new forms to only the well-heeled
extreme audiophile, it doesn’t hurt to preview yet another expensive format change.

FORMAT SCOOP

Fans of DVD movies will love DVD-A, which not only adds muitichannel digital
surround sound to music recordings but reportedly offers sound quality that's
200 times better than a compact disc’s. Like the DVD video formaf, DVD-A can
feature elements including video, still imoges, web links ond other artist infor-
mation. DVD-A has wide support from record companies. [Even Sony, the major
backer of superoudio CD, has signed on.) The discs start ot about $25; the hard-
ware, priced upwards of $1000 from Panasonic, Pioneer and others, also spins
DVD movies ond compaoct discs. FYI: Most future DVD players are supposed fo
accept DVD-A discs. Too bad current DVD geor doesn’t.

CD copycats should check out Philips’ new minisystem
with a CD recorder. The FW-R8 (above) can select CD
compilations from its three-CD carousel or through the
digital radio tuner. The system's digital clock can be set to
record a radio broadcast while you’re away, and aspiring
DlJs and singers can add their own voices to a recording
via the microphone input ($600). For multi-CD record-
ing in a home stereo, Pioneer’s PDR-W739 will quickly
convert your three favorite Beastie Boys CDs into one
killer compilation. Just stuff the three CDs into the sys-
tem’s cartridge and program the tracks you want to play
at your next party ($725). —JASON BUHRMESTER

male voice for its service, Portico. The
system’s many features are nearly identi-
cal to Webley's, and the reasonable month-
ly charges start at $10. —BETH TOMKIW
stick inside, a one-gigahertz system from
Compaq and Gateway (which use the
AMD Athlon) or Dell, Hewlett-Packard
and IBM (which use the Intel Pentium
I1I) can cost between $2500 and $4000.
Of course, as more one-gigahertz PCs hit
the market, prices will fall. And Intel is
already testing its 1.5 GHz chip, code-
named Willamette. When that next set
of superchips is unveiled, prices on a
one-gigahertz processor will no doubt
drop dramatically. Then you won't be
able to give away your old 800 MHz Pen-
tium I1L. Think we're joking? On eBay, a
three-year-old 486 MHz processor sys-
tem was priced ata buck.  —JOEL ENOS

DVD-AUDIO

CHEAP LABOR

Dual-line office phone, fax machine, dig-
ital cell phone, DSL account—you're as
wired as a guy can get. But juggling
these gadgets, and the multitude of mes-
sages that each receives, is enough to
make even the most technologically as-

The supergudio compact disc is a stereo format that was created for people

who can afford the $3500 hardware. Critics say SACD has Betamax written all

over it, but backers Sony, Marantz, Philips, Pioneer and Sharp claim the format

SUPERAUDIO has niche appedal. Unlike DVD-A, only a limited range of record labels (including
COMPACT Sony, Columbia, Telarc and o few others} currently have any plans for SACD re-
DISC leases. Discs, predominantly classical and jazz titles right now [with Meat Loaf
and Celine Dion thrown in for good measure), cost about $25. The hardware

tute professional crave the simplicity of

stone tablets. Fortunately, there's a more
efficient solution: You can hire a digi-

also plays regular compact discs, but unlike DVD-Audio players, it won't play

DVD movies.

—B.T

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 152
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By MARK FRAUENFELDER

GAGA FOR GOOGLE

Google—my favorite search engine—has become even bet-
ter. A new directory feature lets you browse web pages by cat-
egory. If you're looking for a good restaurant guide, just click
on “food,” then “dining guides.” Unlike other directories that
list sites alphabetically, Google ranks them by quality. That's
why the Zagat Survey 1s at the top of the list. Google’s directo-
ry beats the competition in two places: First, it uses the Open
Directory Project, a huge, user-maintained database of sites

still .. .owe...me...50...bucks.” Laughs galore! Just re-
member to limit your messages to a sentence or two, because
the service truncates longer ones (without letting you know).

MORONIC MANAGERS ON PARADE

Is your boss stupid? Does his or her behavior amuse you?
Share the fun at dumbboss.com, where workers anonymous-
ly post anecdotes about higher-up high jinks. Each week the
site asks a new question such as: “What's the dumbest thing
your boss has done with his or her computer?” My favorite an-
swer: “My boss took ‘laptop’ literally and kept it on her lap all
day. ‘Otherwise,” she said, "why not just get one of those big
ones?'” Many employees who visit Dumbboss claim the site is
best enjoyed on company time. Just make sure your boss is
dumb enough to let you get
away with it.

EUROVACATION 101

Travel writer Rick Steves’

that grows by leaps
and bounds. And
it uses a ranking
algorithm created
by Google’s young
co-founders (from
Stanford). By ap-
plying the algo-
rithm to the Open
Directory Project,
Google has creat-
ed the world's best
general guide to

the web.

DEAL WITH YOUR DATA

Deepleap helps you manage in-
formation as you surf the web.
First go to deepleap.com to learn

how to add it to your favorites bar.
Then, when you find a CD or book
you want to buy, click the Deepleap
button and a small window will ap-
pear. You'll be asked if you want to
add the item to your wish list, com-
pare prices at online shops, read
reviews or search auction sites. You
can also use Deepleap to reformat
web pages so they'll print better, or
convert web pages to a document

Number and & Message

opinionated guides have
earned him a following
among travelers. Instead of
loading his books with ev-
erything under the Tus-
can sun, for instance, Steves
limits his selection to what
he deems the best of Flor-
ence and surrounding ar-
eas. His no-nonsense tips

for getting around read like advice from an old friend.
It's not surprising that ricksteves.com is as good as his
guidebooks. In the Italy section of the site, there's a pic-
ture of a dizzyingly long line of tourists waiting to get in-

you can read on your PalmPilot. If

you highlight a section of a page, you can save it to your
Deepleap notepad, or highlight a single word and get a dic-
tionary definition. The options window on Deepleap takes too
long to pop up. But Deepleap is still being tested, and the
company promises it'll be faster in the final version, which
ought to be ready by the time you read this.

E-CRANK CALLER

Think of all the fun you can have with www.imbot.com, a
service that delivers your text messages in robot-like speech
over the phone. Just type in a note and the phone number
of your friend (or enemy), along with the time you want the
call to be made, and IMbot does the rest. “Hey . . . you . . .

to Florence's Uffizi Galleries. Sure, it’s worth the wait to
get in, but Steves gives you a reservation number to call that
will put you at the head of the two-hour line. The site is full of
equally valuable information for nearly every country in Eu-
rope and features a bulletin board where people post discov-
eries and mishaps. (Pay spedial attention 1o the Scams post-
ings.) If you've missed Steves' PBS series, you can order the
videos online, or download the scripts for free.

VIDEO PICKER

El Dia de la Bestia. 1 had never even heard of this one. Yert,
that's what MovielLens (movielens.umn.edu) was recom-
mending as a movie I would love.  (concluded on page 156)
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Know-how is still
the best aphrodisiac.

There's No Such Thing As A “Born Lover”
Sexual techniques must be learned. Even if you are a
good lover, you can benefit from The Better Sex Video
Series. It is for normal adults who want to enhance
their sexual pleasure. Watch it with someane you love.

America’s Best-Selling Sex-Ed Videos

The Betier Sex Video Series visually demonsirates
and explains how everybody can enjoy better sex

Dr. Judy Seifer, one of the country's most respected
experts on sexuality, guides you through erotic scenes
of explicit sexual practices including techniques for
the most enjoyable foreplay and intercourse. Order
The Better Sex Videos today and take the first step
to more enjoyment!

Shipped Unmarked Fer Your Privacy
All of our videos are shipped in plain packaging 1o
assure your privacy

FHE E All orders will receive our new 30
minute video on oral sex and our new
V| nEo brochure filled with videos and other

UFFEH adult products designed to help you
M8 1 %=F% spice up your relationship.
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11 Vol. 1: Better Sex Techniques #9501 $19.85
1 Vol 2 Advanced Sex Techniques #9502 $19.95
3 Vol 3: Making Sex Fun #9504 $1995
J The 3-Volume Set - Save $10! #9506 § 49.85
1 Advanced Oral Sex Techniques #1521 FREE

{Free with purchase) .
Add Postage & Handiing § 4.00
Total Order: §
AVISA O MasterCard OAMEX 0 Discover 0iCheck 0 Mongy Order
Sorry, No Cash or COD. Make payable 10 Sinclair Inlimacy Institute
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HOT HISTORY

In Nymphomania: A History (Norton),
Carol Groneman sets out to record
the evolution of women's sexuali-
ty through a single lens. Woman
in her natural state was often de-
scribed as a “sexless angel” de-
void of desire, even though Eve's
knowledge of sex earned her the
title of temptress. Second centu-
ry Greek physician Galen tried
to locate the source of over-
abundant desire by consider-
ing the effect of “uterine fury”
on widows deprived of sex.
Along the way, others have
tried to blame culture. Physi-
cians in the nineteenth century pon-
dered the influence of nude statuary on susceptible

minds. Groneman unearths an expert from 1885 who de-
clared that “except for the artists who were taught that nudi-
ty was not lewd and the one percent of the population who
never experienced sexual excitement,” the rest of society was
at risk. Unfortunately, the idea that female lust is the result of
external events still exists in our courts and in our culture.
Groneman recounts the case of a 29-year-old San Francisco
woman who sued a cable car company for $500,000 after a
crash left her with a “demonic sex urge.” Drawing from sci-
ence, law and pop culture, Nymphomania is a fascinating, read-
able history of hot women. —JAMES R. PETERSEN

\Y

OBSESSIONS

Comic Book Culture: An Hiustrated History (Collectors Press)
tokes you back to the Thirties and Forties, when the best way
to escape the reolity of hard times was by indulging in Amaz-
ing Man's battle with the giont green Nazi gorillo or Coptain
Marvel’s victory over the evil turbine of death. Ron Goulart’s
energetic coffee-toble tome begins with Hawkshaw, a 1917
book created by Gus Mager, and ends with Justice Traps the
Guilty, a 1954 work by Marv Stein. In between, you'll find Su-
permon, Batmon, Plastic Man, Mutt and leff and Sheenag,
Queen af the Jungle, among others. In The Big Book of the
Seventies (Paradox), authar Jonathan Vankin ventures inta that
inexplicably popular, culturally bereft era knawn as the Me
Decade. In this collection of satiric comic strips, nothing—
streaking, smiley faces, Studio 54 ar Stars Wars—is spared.
We'll try to hold our breath for The Big Book af the Eightfies,
that other memarable decade. —ALISON LUNDGREN

FILM BUFF'S BUFFET

At first glance, Patrick McGilligan's Film Crazy: Interviews With
Hollywood Legends (St. Martin's) appears to be a successful at-
tempt to recycle old material. Most of the dozen interviews in
the book were originally published in The Boston Globe, and
only one is less than 20 years old. On closer inspection, the in-
terviews—with directors Raoul Walsh, Ida Lupino, William
Wellman and Alfred Hitchcock—richly merit a second run.
The book is a rare and wonderful opportunity to learn about
the history of the industry, when movies were motion pic-
tures. One filmmaker who earned
legendary status among
moviegoers early in his
career for movies such
as Dr. Strangelove and
Lolita was Stanley Ku-
brick. Such distinc-
tion (as is often the
case) also earned him a
ravenous cast of critics,
who delighted in pick-
ing apart his last film,
Eyes Wide Shut, released
after he died. In Kubrick
(Grove), Michael Herr
offers a brief but sub-
stantial portrait of the
brilliant director, with
whom he collaborated
on Full Metal Jacket. Herr
writes with such econo-
my that he can provide
big-ticket insight with
the offhanded noting of
small detail. As Kubrick’s =
friend, he feels compelled to
respond to the director’s detrac-
tors. But he silences them most effectively when he simply
presents Kubrick as he came to know him. “It is not possible
for a good movie to exist without a good story,” says Francis
Coppola in the introduction to Zoetrope: All Stery (Harcourt),
edited by Adrienne Brodeur and Samantha Schnee. Writers
were glamorized in the Forties, then lost their luster. Puzzled
that no major studio makes the cultivation of writing its focus
now, Coppola decided to revive the tradition of commission-
ing stories. The result is an excellent collection, including
Sara Powers’ ironic The Baker's
Wife, Peter Lefcourt's darkly
comic Thinning the Herd and a
nice little essay by David Mam-
et on the summer season.
—PAUL ENGLEMAN

SAY WHAT?

If you get taxed in Hawaii, you've
just been mugged, but getting
taxed in New York means one
mare thing ta kvelch abaut. Ask
a Brit for a rubber, and he’ll hand
yau a pencil eraser. Ask for a pop
in Manhattan, and you may get
a punch in the face. Confused?
You wan't be with Slanguage: A
Cool, Fresh, Phot and Shagadelic
Guide o All Kinds of Slang (Hyperion) by Mike Ellis, America’s expert
slangologist. Whether your travels take yau overseas ar intersiate,
pack this worldwide guide in your duffel bag and let the good times
roll—aff your tongue, that is. —HELEN FRANGOULIS
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VERT, DIRT AND BETTIES

Ask anyone 18 to 34 years old to name an athlete in the
forthcoming Summer Olympics and odds are he’ll come up
mum. Ask the same dude who will be competing in the Sum-
mer X Games and he will rattle off a long list of extreme
sports stars, including Mat Hoffman and Andy Macdonald. In
certain circles, the Summer X Games, which take place in San
Francisco August 17 to 22, have usurped the Olympics as the
coolest, most anticipated sports event of the year. In 1999,
more than 270,000 spectators attended the X Games. Millions
of Americans watched the coverage on television.

The X Games are successful TV because the stunts are in-
sane. Athletes are always one misstep from an ambulance ride.
It’s like watching the Miss America pageant and hoping a con-
testant trips over her train while gliding down the stairs.
Lucky for fans around the globe, X Games athletes have no
fear of the crash and burn. Bodily harm be damned—they will
do whatever it takes to soar higher, spin faster, huck bigger or
tweak sicker. “I've broken most of my bones,” says Mat Hoff-

X Gamers make it look easy (clockwise from right): Ryon Nyquist
gets mad oir. Kelly Matthews won silver in 1999. Tony Hawk and
Andy Macdonold work the half pipe. In August, catch Playboy
X-Treme Team captain Danelle Folta’s coveroge of the X Games.

man, an X Games monolith who runs Hoff-
man Bikes and competes in and organizes
bike stunt competitions. “But I love biking.
It’s what I do. It's who I am.” Hoffman has
undergone 14 operations, mostly for knee
injuries. Recently he endured a procedure
banned in the U.S.: He had tendons in his
knees replaced with synthetic material. Now
that's extreme.

While the tricks have whimsical names such as nac-nacs,
pancake whips and rodeo flips, it takes more than balls to get
out there and land them. Thousands of athletes try out for the
X Games, but only the top 20 athletes in each sport make it.
Like Olympians, X Gamers vying for top spots spend years
obsessively preparing for competition. For skateboarder Tony
Hawk that meant 12 hours a day in the half pipe. Hawk made
news during the 1999 Summer X Games when he landed the

40 900, a hazardous stunt that involves launching out of a half

pipe and rotating two and a half times before landing. It wasa
trick he had attempted for seven years. “Everything was com-
ing together, so | decided to go for it,” Hawk says. “I was ei-
ther going to get taken away on a stretcher or make it.”
Hawk’s risk paid off. His 900 showed up on Sporiscenter and
the cover of USA Today and helped him land some of the
biggest endorsement deals in extreme sports. Today, he co-
owns Birdhouse Projects and Hawk clothing. His video game,
Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater, is one of the best-selling titles for
Sony PlayStation, and a sequel for PlayStation 2 is in the
works. Hawk has appeared in commercials for Mountain

Dew, AT&T and Coca-Cola. He has
chalked up several cameos on MTV's
Tom Green Show. Though he's now re-
tired from competition, Hawk breezed
through his career with merely a bro-
ken elbow and a few concussions.

Barrett Christy, a tough chick who
has won three gold medals at the Win-
ter X Games in snowboarding, is no
stranger to hospitals. In fact, Christy
broke her tailbone the first time she
went snowboarding. “People love to
see girls huck off of big jumps,” she
says. “They love to see the girls go for
it.” Adds inline skater Kelly Matthews:
“I've had stitches and a broken wrist.
You can easily hit a crack and land on your face.”

Shaun Palmer, dubbed “the world’s greatest athlete” by
USA Today, competes in biker-cross, skier-cross, boarder-cross
and snowmobile sno-cross at the Winter X Games. He counts
torn cartilage and broken collarbones among his injuries.
Palmer is known as a riotous daredevil on and off the course.
When he's not participating in extreme sports, he has been
known to throw on a big, furry yellow chicken suit and party
his tattoo-covered ass off. It's hard to imagine an Olympian
doing the same. —ANDREW VONTZ



By ASA BABER

MY FAVORITE Peanuls comic strip shows
Charlie Brown sitting in a schoolyard,
watching the cute redheaded girl across
the way. He tries to gather the cour-
age to talk to her. “I'm standing up,” he
says to himself. Then timidity hits. “No,
I'm sitting down,” he says. And that is
how we last see him, slumped in defeat
and depression. Curses! Poor Charlie
Brown, foiled again by his insecurities—
and most of us know exactly how the
guy feels.

You've heard of the Stockholm syn-
drome? | maintain that most men suf-
fer from the Charlie Brown syndrome,
which includes the following physical
and mental manifestations: sweating,
trembling, shaking, confusion and un-
certainty, the urge to urinate frequently,
the inability to speak complete sentences
and the strong belief that whatever you
do or say is bound to fail, making you
the laughing stock of the universe.

Truth to tell, God was not equitable
when she passed out social obligations
for the human race. “Men,” God said
from inside a tornado that was hover-
ing over what would eventually become
Trenton, New Jersey, “must make the
first move when it comes 1o meeting
women. Men have to overcome their
shyness and face the prospect of embar-
rassment. Let's see how those jerks deal
with this curveball.” Then God laughed
like a roaring Cajun Queen, and the
oceans formed.

Let's face it: Life is not fair. It is usual-
ly our job as men to strike up the first
conversation with any woman who inter-
ests us. In so doing, we run the risk of re-
jection. It is also our job to increase the
momentum of the communication when
it seems appropriate. 1f we judge things
correctly, we might score. If we misread
the situation, we will face a loss of con-
fidence, as well as (in the worst-case
scenario) a potential sexual harassment
lawsuit.

When it comes to shyness around
women, your supposedly macho Men col-
umnist pleads guilty. T have never been
a smooth-talking lothario who could ap-
proach any wench to start a dialogue
that might lead to seduction. But, having
admitted that, let me also claim exper-
tise in dealing with the malady. If I've
wrestled with it all my life, 1 must know
something about it, right? Here then are
Bashful Baber's Helpful Hints on How
to Overcome Shyness:

(1) Loneliness is the human condition.
This may sound basic, but think about
it: Women get lonely, too. As you sit in
the schoolyard trying to get up the
gumption to talk to that cute little red-
head, your vwn sense of loneliness can

THE CHARLIE
BROWN SYNDROME

overwhelm you. But the odds are that
she would welcome some warmth and
friendship in her life. So what's stopping
you? The thought that she doesn’t want
to be bothered. But, like any riverboat
gambler, you should calculate the odds—
which are at least 50-50 in most cases.

(2) She cannot read your mind. This cuts
two ways. First, if you never approach
her and introduce yourself, she will nev-
er know you wanted to meet her, and
that could qualify as a lost opportunity
for both of you. Second, the fact that she
is not clairvoyant is to your advantage.
Remember: No matter how lustful your
thoughts as you strike up a conversation
with her, she cannot see the X-rated
movie in your mind. (I think this is the
thing that stops most guys. We ask our-
selves: “If we have already undressed
her mentally, can’t she tell how rude and
crude we are?” The answer, thankfully, is
no. So proceed at your own risk, stud
mutflin.)

(3) No one bats .1000. Even Casanova
struck out from time to time. This, too, is
something the shy guy forgets. Rejection
is hard to take, but it should not be par-
alyzing or fatal. As you walk back from
an encounter that did not go well, re-
mind yourself that you are not running
for mayor. You need only one woman's
vote to have fun. You were stiffed by a
fateful femme who was looking for Mr.
Goodbutt? So what? Color her gone and
keep on trucking. Be a mensch, not a
mouse.

(4) Location, location, location. This tip
is worth the price of the magazine, I
promise you. If you want to meet a
woman who might respond positively to
you, choose your venue carefully. This is

the most important element for socially
retarded guys like me. Nothing would
be more wasteful or dissatisfying than
Bashful Baber trying to meet a woman
in luxurious surroundings like a high-
priced bar or a fancy restaurant. Rejec-
tion would be guaranteed in those lo-
cales, since | am basically a low-rent
guttersnipe who never dresses up and
doesn’t care much about money. Better
that 1 should wroll the beer halls and
blues bars than the cafes deluxe. I'll take
an honest country girl over a city slick-
erette any day, so 1 should go where the
hunting is good.

(5) Let your fingers do the walking. Call
me crazy, call me Ray, but this suggestion
could change your life. Please consider
mutual interests when you think about
meeting and wooing the women who ap-
peal to you. The most natural commu-
nication always occurs when people
discuss subjects that genuinely interest
them. So, first, wherever you are, start
your research by studying the local Yel-
low Pages, as well as local newspapers
and newsletters and magazines. Go to
nearby colleges and universities and
check out the bulletin boards that ad-
vertise clubs and interest groups. Visit
bookstores and see which authors are
coming through town to give readings.
Make a schedule of all the events that
hold some interest for you, whether it is
a lecture on dinosaurs or a meeting of
the runner’s club or a discussion of poli-
tics in the 21st century. And guess what?
You will frequently find women at
those forums who share your interests.
Conversation will spring up smoothly,
and life will seem simpler and easier.

(6) Shyness is essentially a product of your
self-image, and that mught not be so hot right
now. It isn't discussed much, but men
have had to take a deeper look at them-
selves recently, and what they have seen
has sometimes rattled them. The femi-
nist revolution of the past several de-
cades might have been necessary, but
like all revolutions, it cur a wide swath.
Masculinity has been under examination
and attack as never before in history,
so it is not surprising that the contem-
porary male has self-doubt—even self-
loathing in some cases. Are we really op-
pressors by nature? Do we make all of
the money? Are we in favor of subjugar-
ing women? We have been brought up
on those kinds of charges, and they have
affected many of us. But the end prod-
uct of prolonged intrespection can be
the Charlie Brown syndrome, so I say
to you: Choose to get over it today. En-
joy your life and meet the people you
want to meet. Because shyness sucks the

big one!
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J...10°8 personal

says the Aztek is a “spart recreational vehicle,” rather
thon an SUV, and not meont for serious off-roading. We
did get plenty of thumbs-up from outdoar types while driv-
ing in the mauntains near Lake Tahoe. The Aztek’s six
cylinders and 185 harses pulled just fine. A basic Aztek
costs $21,995. The GT model with bells and whistles
starts ot $24,995. An AWD version is coming in January
that will odd about $2000 to the price.

Return of the Azteks

Pantiac should have named its
new Aztek the MacGyver. The
car is full of slick tricks, including
a rollout rear tray with multiple
campartments, cargo nets that
can be canfigured 22 ways and
a center consale that doubles os
a remavable ice chest. There are
also stereo controls adjocent to
the tailgate (top) and a tent and
air mattress far camping (above).
Styling is sa in-yaur-face ond
un-GM that we like it. Pontiac

R e ey Ll Liar. Panis on Fire
——— EAV 5 Thil‘lk yol_ll' girlfl‘iel‘ld Spefl' |U$f Sﬂ'l.ll'dﬁy nigh{ W“h a Sick UUI"I'? Wa
OIL FROM PLANTS CAUSES RED, ITCHY Uﬁiﬂ OF THREE, don't either. If you follow the advice of mentalist the Amozing Kres-

RASH WITH TINY, OOZING BLISTERS SEV::SE kin you can discaver if she's being less than truthful. He claims it's
p OI s O N OAK CLUSTERS OF POISON impossible ta lie withaut telegraphing one’s thoughts physically. To

catch somebody telling a big fat lie, be sly and ask a few warm-up

THREE SEPARATE ~
LEAVES Y questians before zeroing
|| - in far the kill. Naote the
GROW AS | mannerisms of the per-
VINE OR  \ | ) son in the hat seat—such
SHRUB [ AY — as breathing deeply,
CREAMY WHITE ¢ — crossing legs or glancing
BERRIES IN FALL - in the same directian.

Then ask your real gues-
tions and see if the per-

e\ "\~ ") BOTH CAN |

, WEAR PROTECTIVE son does something dif-
CLOTHING ferent, such as glance in
NEVER BURN o new direction. Smell o
PLANTS; SMOKE rat? Ask your real ques-
THRIVES IN - | CARRIES IRRITANT tions again. If the some
WET AREAS : [soar] IF EXPOSED, WASH new behavior is repeat-
ks SEINWEES ed, you're probably be-
USE TOPICAL ing lied to. Other signs

*y CORTISONE WITHIN that ) o
24 HOURS at sameone is lying: a

CALAMINE LOTION change in pupil size, gulps, pouses or falling on the floor ond beg-
CAN S00THE ging forgiveness for your sin. People ofien lie quickly and cosually,

ARE PAIRED  '—BERRIES
ON A RED ARE IVORY - MAY HAVE TO SEE respanding with a flip, off-the-cuff remark, says Kreskin. “The trick

STEM OR GRAY : \#%> THE DOCTOR is fo notice that a liar’s body language cantradicts the person’s
e false sense of ease.” When it does—gotcha!
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Bluepoint Oyster Gult

They ‘re slimy, briny and delicious. A good fresh one will
transport yau ta culinary heaven; a bad one will send
yau ta the bathroom. Oysters are seen os a dongeraus
delicacy, but with prudence and knawledge you can in-
dulge with impunity. Joan Reardon’s Oysters: A Culinary
Celebration (Lyons Press) is o recipe boaok that offers 185
ways to serve the bivalves os appetizers, soups, salads
and entrees. We like ours with vinegar and chive.

Clothesline.
James Woods
and David Brenner

Actor Jomes Woods (top right) likes
mainstream menswear designers
such as Armani and Cerruti, but his
favorite is Ralph Louren because
“he’s so traditional and I'm kind of
a traditional guy. | always thought
that if | got too fruited up I'd look
ridiculous.” But Woods isn't tradi-
tional enough to give up his fa-
vonte hanging-out jacket—a den-
im model from the Rolling Stones’
Steel Wheels tour. Comedian David
Brenner (right) wears Kenneth Cole
suits, shirts, ties and shoes, “bui
Cole’s just introduced ladieswear,
and I'm nat going fo be seen in
that.” Brenner also says that when
going casual he usually wears
jeans, often by Diesel. "l also work
aut a bit, so my wife thinks | look
sexy in a tank top. Thot and noth-
ing else—that’s why she likes it.”

U.S. Grand Prix. It's being held ot the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway in September, and to commemorote the event,
TAG Hever, the afficial timekeeper for FIA Formula | Warld
Championship races, has created the Kirium Ti5 quartz
watch pictured here. The lightweight Ti5 is the first watch

Bourbon

King

Tired of gin and ton-
ics and all thase clay-
ing cacktails that
hide under poper
umbrellas? If it's
time ta get your
drink choices back to
basics, there’s noth-
ing more salid than
good bourban on
the racks. One of the
best is Evan Williams
Single Barrel 1990
Vintage. A vintage
year on a baurbon
battle? The Evan
Williams Single Bar-
rel brand, o product
fram Heaven Hill
Distilleries, has been
doing it for the past
five years. In fact,
the 1990 batiling
(86.6 proof) was
named Whiskey of
the Year in the pres-
tigious Spirit Journal
newsleter. Price: $23.

made of palished titanium, the same material Formula | cars
are made of, and its strap is made of Formula | tire rubber.
Price: $2000. © Melanin sunglasses. The lenses of Code’s
new Melanin-XP shades offer maximum

protection from ultraviolet rays and high-

energy visible light—both af which can

confribute to premature aging and

even blindness. A wide variety of

frames are available. Prices

range fram $70 ta $80; an

eyeglass case is included.

@ Marning-after relief.

Hangaver Helper caplets

contain a mix of hybrid

artichoke and sarsaparil-

la that, accarding to the

manufacturer, stimulates

the flow of digestive sub-

stances to detoxify the body.

Take two caplets with your

first drink, twa before bed

and twa in the morning.

Price: $17.95 for five pack-

ets. The website hangover

helper.net has more info.

€ Bistra ta Go. Tasty can-

tinental fare from soups

to entrees from thehome

bistro.cam.

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 152,
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Comfort over ice & fill with
cola. Add a squeeze of lime
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Have any studies found a connection be-
tween the foods we eat and the dreams
we have? If so, what foods create the sex-
iest dreams?—1.G., Seattle, Washington

There’s no surefire way to determine if a
person 1s having an erotic dream other than
waking him to ask, and no sleep scientist has
felt the need to do that and also record what
the subject had for dinner. Even an erection
isn't a reliable gauge, since they occur when-
ever a healthy male is dreaming about any-
thing. Many people believe that heavy or
spicy meals induce vivid dreams, but it may
be that certain foods simply cause more fre-
quent awakenings, which increase recall. In
an earlier time—i.e., the Fifties—authorities
speculated on diets that could prevent “pol-
lutions,” or wet dreams. Our dusty copy of
The Hlustrated Encyclopedia of Sex, pub-
lished in 1950, asserts that “erotic dreams
mainly come lo persons who during the day
too frequently nurse erotic desires.” To pre-
vent sexual intrusions, the authors recom-
mend an anti-evotic vegelarian diet vich in
vitamins and salts. “Whole wheat bread,
potatoes, vegetables, salads, fruit, etc., al-
so prevent constipation,” they noted, while
“stimulating foods™ such as game, fish, eggs,
cheese, mushrooms and alcohol only cause
trouble. Whatever your diel, you're moyre
likely to have pleasant dreams when you're
relaxed. Anxiety can produce landscapes you
may not want to visit: running into your
mother at an orgy, discovering strange
plants growtng from your gemitals or realsz-
ing at a crucial moment that you left your
penis in your other pants—but that your
girlfriend brought hers.

| sent an e-mail to my local newspaper
and an editor wrote back to scold me for
“shouting.” I wasn't sure what he meant
but couldn't get an explanation. Am I
missing something here?—D.S., High-
land Park, Illinois

You wrote your message using only capital
letteys. That’s the online equivalent of shout-
ing, and it’s considered poor netiguette. Here
are a few tips for sending and replying to
e-mail: (1) Don’t send messages without fill-
ing in the subject line. And be specific. Don't
write “Important News” when you mean
“Today’s meeting canceled.” (2) When reply-
ing to a long message, delete the parts of the
original that aren’t applicable. (3) Don't
send large attachments without asking the
recipient first. (4) Don’t expect an instant re-
ply. If a few days have passed, write, “I'm
not sure if my e-mail is working properly.
Did you receive my earlier message?” (5) If
you're angry, queue your message for a day.
As one online sile suggests, ask yourself,
Would 1 want a jury to read this? (6) In-
clude hitp:// on webpage addresses so the re-
cipnent can point and click. (7) Never send
indiscreel noles to friends at work, or from

work. Many employers monitor e-mail. (&)
Don't spam your friends with jokes, chain
letters or incredible offers for free phones and
compulers. Visit scambusters.org before hit-
ting the send bution. (9) If you must forward
something, use the blind carbon copy feature
and delete previous forwarding information
that clutters the top of the message. Also,
heed the tale of the adulterous couple who
met at work. She sent a business-related mes-
sage with a steamy postscript. He didn’t read
to the end before forwarding it to the boss.

Which is the best car for sex>—D.B.,
Cleveland, Ohio

The one you're in. Or, more important, the
one she's in. Short of a imousine, a van or a
vinlage Nash Airflyle (in which the interior
seats can be folded down into a bed), having
sex in an automobile isn't the most comfort-
able experience. And yet almost everyone you
ask has fond memories. That’s because car
sex is risky and typically rushed. which
makes it exciting. It also forces you to be cre-
ative. Technically, the best cars for sex are
those with the most interior yoom. But that’s
loo easy. A station wagon or Crown Victoria
can't compele with the seduction value of a
Porsche convertible. The British sex colum-
nist Grub Smith once made the heen obser-
vafion that “the sexier a car appears, the
harder it will be to actually have sex in it."
He also made note of an exercise knouwn in
the UK as the hot bonnet, in which the wom-
an leans back or forward over the warm, vi-
brating hood. Parking brakes on, everyone.

In May a woman wrote to say that she
was tired of hearing people in long-term
relationships complain about their sex
lives. She asked, “Why do people lose

ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI

sight of the fact that you have to make an
effort?” 1 can relate. My husband is a
great guy, but in bed he seems to forget
the meaning of the phrase “two-way
street.” For example, the other morning
we were both horny. He was late for
work, so we only had time for a blow job.
He promised to make it up to me over
the weekend. Naturally the weekend was
hectic and nothing occurred. This hap-
pens often. I love giving him head, but
it's a lot less fun when he shows so little
interest in pleasuring me. 1've talked to
him about this and he’s always sympa-
thetic, but nothing changes for long. I
feel like I'm not important enough for
him to take the time. My husband used
to give frequent head, pursue sex more,
even take me dancing! I doubt I'll ever
dance again. 1 won't be unfaithful; I love
him too much and know from past rela-
tionships how it feels to be betrayed. I'm
also not claiming to be perfect, but it
would be nice to know (not just wonder)
if I'm special. He reads your column;
perhaps if you print this he'll realize how
important this is to me, or at least other
men will stop neglecting their wives in
bed.—R.C,, Las Vegas, Nevada

Thanks for writing. The next time your
hushand “only has time for a blow job,” re-
mind him of that position called 69. Despite
the Hollywood ideal of couples falling into
sponianeous, passionate sex, the real thing
almost always involves negotiation, particu-
la rf_';' m fmrg—ferm wfn.fimuhips. You giw"
you shall recetve. If you wani your husband
to go down on you, don't ask. Tweak his
ear: “I'm so horny I could weep. Touch me
here. And there. Lick me. Now.” Make him
obey, as only a loving wife can. This game
isn't a catchall solution for your lackluster
sex life, but it might knoch your husband
oul of his fat, happy slumber. Buddy, the rent
15 due.

A few months ago the chief executive of
my company died. He had worked his
way from the mail room to the top. In
the process, he stepped on plenty of toes
and ruined more than one career. One
woman lost her job when the executive
promoted her boss but wouldn’t allow
her a transfer. She was bitter, to say the
least. Most folks assumed she would do
something outrageous at his funeral.
There was even speculation that she'd
dance on the coffin as it was lowered in-
to the ground. Nothing like that hap-
pened, but she wore a red dress louder
than any fire engine. She is not a small
woman, so you couldn’t help but notice.
Some people thought it was tacky, but I
thought it was great. I didn't like the
guy, either. Should she have worn a tra-
ditional dress and not expressed her
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feelings? And what should a man wear to
a funeral to express his loathing?—D.G.,
New York, New York

Tacky, tacky. We don’t approve of making
a spectacle of anyone's grief. A simple man
who loathed the dead would skip the memor-
ial. A gentleman would attend, dressed ap-
propriately, and keep his mouth shut out of
respect for the widow and family who had to
lre with the deceased.

lam a 52-year-old single father. About
a week ago, I walked into my teenage
daughter’s room; she was lying on her
bed masturbating. 1 was shocked. 1s this
normal behavior for a 16-year-old girl?
Should I talk to her or ignore it?—].H.,
Plymouth, New Hampshire
Yes, it'’s normal. Next time, knock.

Can the Advisor explain why the re-
lease of classic movies on DVD seems so
arbitrary? You would think the films that
take full advantage of digital effects and
sound would have been available imme-
diately, but we have yet to see Jurassic
Park, Indiana Jones, Back to the Future or
any of the Star Wars episodes. Nobody
I've asked knows what's going on.—S.G.,
Calgary, Alberta

You should see morve blockbusters on the
market now that the number of DVD players
has reached critical mass. The studios are
churning oul reissues. but consumers have
come to expect caveful remasters that include
commenlary trachs, deleted scenes ane other
supplemenis. That lakes time lo produce. As-
suming the curvenl rate of aboud 20 major
calalog releases a week, it will take years lo
process the thousands of films now in the
vaults. Some movies have been delayed be-
cause Hollvwood power brokers wanted more
assurances that the format is here to stay—at
least for a while—before they devoled time
and money to production. Steven Spielberg’s
Jirst blockbuster film, Jaws, hil stoves this
summer, and Jurassic Park is expected this
fall. George Lucas initially said he wanted to
complete all siv Star Wars episodes before
producing DVDs. But he had a change of
heart, and preliminary work has begun on
Phantom Menace. For a list of forthcoming
titles, visit the industry site DVDFile.com.

Whenever 1 go out with my friends, I
always masturbate before I leave the
house so 1 won't be tempted to cheat on
my girlfriend. Last week my friends
showed up early and I didn't have time
to take care of business. Sure enough, 1
met a girl at a club and we fucked in my
buddy’s car. Why do I need to come be-
fore I go out? Is this normal?>—D.D., Bo-
ca Raton, Florida

Are you testing thas on us before you try it
on your girlfriend? She won't buy it, either.

M}' husband and 1 are in our early 30s.
We often go camping with a male friend
who's 25. We usually share a tent, and
it’s never been a big deal. One weekend,

after watching the sun go down and
climbing into the tent, we started joking
around. One thing led to another. Even-
tually my husband untied and removed
my bikini top. The three of us drew clos-
er. We shared this gentle mood for about
an hour. Our friend was a virgin—we
knew that. My husband encouraged us
to become more intimate, said he want-
ed to watch and to rub my back. It was
ecstasy, sex with another man with my
husband lying next to me. Our friend
apologized for not bringing a condom,
but my husband said he'd rather watch
me enjoy the real thing. After an hour of
foreplay, I was in no mood to quibble. 1
took our friend in my mouth to get him
hard and wet, then climbed over him
and introduced him to the joys of a
woman's body. I had one fast orgasm,
then a longer one. I helped him roll on
top of me and let my husband watch his
wife spread out in full heat, taking an-
other man completely, pulling him up
with my heels, coaxing him to orgasm
while I held my husband’s hand. We all
awoke happy the next morning, but
nothing more has been said about it. I'd
like for this to happen again, soon. Our
friend sometimes spends the night at
our home, and I want to give my hus-
band the pleasure of seeing anything he
enjoys watching. How do 1 tell him this
without sounding like I'm asking for my-
self, or breaking his heart>—A.P, Pryor,
Oklahoma

What's wrong with asking for yourself?
You aren’t mmpmgnmg for sexual saint-
hood, and you aren’l mfmrg for sexual free-
dom oulside your marriage. As long as your
husband understands that, he won't be up-
sel. If vou haven't already noticed, his plea-
sure 1s your pleasure. You're forgetling some-
one, however. Your friend pmbabh' wants
more from lus newly christened sex life than
to play third wheel to a committed couple. Or
maybe not. You'll have to ask. If it happens
that yow've become his only desire, the situa-
tion could get messy.

In Sex, Drugs and the Anlichvist, a come-
dy album by Paul Krassner, he mentions
the Mounds of Montgomery, those tiny
bumps on a woman's areola. He says
they were discovered by a guy named Ed
Montgomery as he felt up his girlfriend
at the movies. Krassner says that Mont-
gomery wrote to the American Medical
Association, which named the bumps af-
ter him. I'm pretty sure Krassner was
kidding, but sometimes you can't tell.
Can you actually discover something like
that and have the AMA name it after
you?—G.C.,, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Sure. You've never heard of the Aduvisor’s
Rash? The Mounds of Montgomery, more
commonly knoun as Monigomery's glands,
become more prominent when a woman
nurses a baby. They protect and lubricale the
breasts as the baby suckles. In fact, they were
named after William Fetherston Montgom-
ery, a British obstetrician who described

them in 1837. Krassner also floats the idea
that Bartholin’s glands, which are on either
side of the vagina and secrele a lubricating
mucus during inlercourse, were named after
Marvin Bartholin, “who took Ed Montgom-
ery's girlfriend to the movies.” In this case,
Caspar Thoméson Bartholin deserves credil.
He first described the glands in 1675.

When serving drinks at a party, should
you give a guest new ice with each drink
or top the ice off?—G.P, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin

Always provide fresh ice. How much will
you need? About one pound per person for
every three hours.

There is a woman I'm crazy about. She is
perfection. She has been dating the same
guy for seven years. From what [ can
gather, there’s a chance their relation-
ship could end soon. When and if this
breakup occurs, how do I comfort her
and at the same time let her know I'd
like to take his place immediately? My
first, typically male, instinct is to say,
“Now that he's history, how about being
my girlfriend?” I realize that’s not what
she'll want to hear. My other instinct is to
shoot myself in the foot by helping her
repair the relationship—after all, that's
what a friend would do. I want to be with
this woman so much it hurts, and I hate
leaving everything to fate. What should 1
do?—G.W,, Lexington, Kentucky
If she breaks up with her boyfriend, fade
inlo the background for a while, or at least
don’t dunip any heavy confessions on her.
You risk being her rebound guy—ihe one she
uses for comfort, then leaves behind when
she’s recovered emotionally. You den't want
to replace anyone—you want your own
place. As you note, a friend would help her
repair the broken yelationship. But a better
[riend might counsel her to move on, if in-
deed she's not happy. If the leading candi-
date for her next serious relationship hap-
pens to be the friend doing the counseling, so
be it. It's a delicate play, but there's no con-
flict of interest in love—or if there is, it’s al-
ways forgiven if things work vul. Your strat-
egy should be to put yourself in the right
place al the right time. Youw're in the right
place; now be patieni.

All reasonable questions—from fashion, food
and drink, stereo and sporls cars to dat-
ing dilemmas, taste and ectiquelte—uwill be
personally answeved if the writer includes a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. The most
provocative, pertinent questions will be pre-
sented in these pages each month. Write the
Playboy Advisor, vraveoy, 680 Norvth Lake
Shore Drive, Chicago, lllinois 60611, or
send e-mail via playboyadvisor.com, which
includes a database of past columns. The
Aduisar’s latest collection of sex tricks, 365
Ways to Improve Your Sex Life. is available
in bookstores or by phoning 800-423-9494.
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a new study examines 40 years of playboy advice

psychologist at the University of
Louisville, sent us a copy of a
study called The Noncontact Hypothesis:
A Qualitative Analysis of Stereotype Refu-
tation in the Absence of Social Interaction.
The topic grabbed our attention be-
cause the paper was about PLAYBOY—
specifically, the Playboy Advisor.
Together with sociologist Patricia
Gagné of the University of Louisville
and psychologist Scott Allison of the
University of Richmond, Beggan ex-
amined four decades of Advisor letters
and answers that focused on

E arlier this year, James Beggan, a

beautiful, perfectly proportioned
Centerfold with airbrushed skin. But
the team concluded that “despite
PLAYBOY's highly sexualized context
and its role as a cultural icon in con-
veying images of female beauty, our
analysis suggests a more complex pic-
ture of the publication.”

A close examination of the column
revealed that the Adwvisor “tended to-
ward tolerance, promoted equality
between the sexes and broke down,

figure,” “a gatekeeper who controlled
the flow of information,” and “as
much a mentor as a big brother.”
Readers find the column credible be-
cause the Advisor is male, has mascu-
line interests (e.g., stereos and sports
cars) and approaches problems from
a typically male, solution-oriented
point of view.

“In the pages of the Advisor, men
were permitted to disclose ignorance
about their own sexuality and about
the sexuality of women,” the team
found. “By facilitating candor, the

Aduisor created a relatively

sex and relationships.

The researchers chose to
study the Playboy Advisor be-
cause they wanted to test a
hypothesis of how various
groups learn about one an-
other. According to some
psychologists, direct contact
between members of dif-
ferent groups works to
reduce tension, prejudic-
es and stereotypes. While
such a theory might ex-
plain interactions be-
tween races, cultures or
religions, Beggan and his
colleagues wondered if
the same hypothesis could
be applied to the so-called
battle of the sexes. They
wondered: Can reliable sec-
ondhand information and
observations reduce ten-
sions, prejudices and stereo-
types between men and
women in the same way that
direct contact seems to? s it
direct contact or third-party
information that most influ-
ences the way men and women view
each other?

To address this issue, the research-
ers came up with “the Advisor hypoth-
esis,” the notion that “a respected
third party can exercise authority
and promote information exchange
to prevent individuals from relying
on stereotypes.”

Beggan noted that pLAYBOY readers
form a fraternity that many critics
would expect to reinforce negative
stereotypes about women. Feminists
accuse the magazine of fostering a
specific standard—that of the young,
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rather than reaffirmed, stereotypes.”
The Advisor advocated positions or at-
titudes that were “beneficial toward
women and encouraged that they
be perceived as complex individuals
rather than category members.”
Specifically, “the Advisor promoted
a dialogue between men.” Long be-
fore there was an Internet, the col-
umn created “a kind of virtual reality
for both writers and readers, a paper-
and-ink ancestor of a chat room.”
The Advisor is “an active authority

open forum for the discus-
sion of liberated sexuality
and the redefinition of the
appropriateness of a wide
range of sexual behaviors.”
The researchers discov-
ered what millions of our
readers already know. The
column “granted legiti-
macy to men’s expression
of vulnerability,” “dis-
couraged prevarication,”
criticized bravado and
conveyed the idea that
“information exchange is
useful only if it’s honest.”
The authors noted that
“the more open portrait of
men provided in the Advi-
sor may have encouraged
the male readers to take a
more progressive view of the
definition of masculinity.”
They credited the Advisor
with refereeing the sexual
revolution: “In his role as a
calm and rational mentor on
most topics, the Advisor was
asked to mediate debates
about whether a variety of desires,
actions or beliefs were abnormal.
These included bisexuality (Decem-
ber 1975), a woman who enjoyed sex
standing up (July 1976), a man whose
sexual fantasies included imagining
that a woman was shrinking (October
1976), a man whose penis leaked a bit
of semen after ejaculation (November
1976) and a woman whose nipples
did not get hard at the same time
(February 1984).” (See page 117 for a
collection of greatest hits from 40 years of
Advisor columns.)
The team noted that the Advisor
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had long resisted the sexual double
standard. “As early as 1963,” they
wrote, “the Advisor argued against
the belief that a woman's lack of vir-
ginity should be an issue in a relation-
ship or marriage.”

The researchers seemed surprised
that a men’s magazine would publish
so many letters from women. “One of
the most important things the col-
umn ever did was to allow women to
take part in the dialogue. Their par-
ticipation in what many have alleged
is a sexist, exploitative and misogynist
setting, together with the respect giv-
en them by the Advisor and his advice
to readers that they treat the women
in their lives in a similar manner, ap-
pears to have been central in subvert-
ing fraternal bonding and the subse-
quent reliance on stereotypes.”

Ours has been a coed locker room.
The team kept a tally. In March 1966,
14 percent of the letters came from
women. In September 1983, it was 40
percent. Why did women write to
PLAYBOY? “Especially in the early years
of the magazine, there were few
sources available to women of accu-
rate and nonjudgmental information
about sex,” the team noted. “Wom-
en's magazines did not develop ad-
vice columns until relatively late in
their histories. Thus, the contents of
the Aduisor column may have helped
women to develop richer conceptions
of the sexuality of other women."”

The authors seemed to suggest that
PLAYBOY was a better women's maga-
zine than most women'’s magazines, at
least when it came to sex and rela-
tionships. “As their voices became a
fixture in the column, women used
the Advisor to address their own iden-
tity issues. In some instances, women
admitted to stronger sex drives than
their partners and asked how to re-
store a man's interest. There were al-
so letters from women who admitted
to extramarital affairs. Some women
expressed concern over their difficul-
ty in reaching orgasm, while others
were troubled by the ease by which
they could climax.”

The study revealed some basic
changes in PLAYBOY readers, always
for the better. “Whether because they
took the column’s message to heart,
or simply because views of women
changed with the times, in later years
more men displayed greater concern
for the opinions and desires of their
partners, particularly in their satisfac-
tion with sex.”

The Advisor Hypothesis will appear in
the fall issue of The Journal of Men's
Studies (mensstudies.com).

September 1960: The first col-
umn includes questions solicited by
PLAYBOY editors from friends.

December 1960: First stereo
question.

October 1961: A reader asks
how to get his girlfriend to that
“moment of truth.”

January 1963: First letter from
a female reader, who complains
that a male friend drives too fast.

April 1965: First letter from a
man whose girlfriend won't let him
read PLAYBOY.

August 1965: A reader asks
about computer dating services.

December 1965: B.M. from
Brooklyn wonders if he should quit
his corporate job to pursue a career
in music. The Advisor says go for it.
Twenty years later, Barry Manilow
says he is glad he took the advice.

1966: The Advisor decides to
publish more sex questions. The
mail jumps from some 300 letters a
month to 1000.

April 1966: A woman complains
that her fiancé plays Sousa marches
during sex.

February 1967: The Advisor re-
assures a reader that masturbation
1s “as harmless as whistling.”

May 1967: A black student falls
for a white girl, but she won't be
seen with him.

June 1969: A male reader won-
ders if it's possible for him to wit-
ness the birth of his child.

Seplember 1969: A virgin asks
how to convince her boyfriend that
premarital sex is not “the ultimate
proof of love.” The Advisor cau-
tions that “a gift-wrapped hymen is
often valued more highly by the
giver than by the gifted."

June 1970: The Advisor says the
fad of men piercing their ears is
“going nowhere.”

June 1971: A reader asks about
penis enlargement techniques.

July 1972: A dieting housewife
wonders about the caloric content
of semen.

August 1972: A male reader con-
fesses to the Advisor, “I need love
more than sex.”

Sepilember 1972: Replying to a
letter from a gay man who plans to
come out of the closet, the Advisor
lists the five states in which homo-
sexuality isn't illegal.

January 1973: A reader won-
ders if oral sex can be considered
adultery.

August 1973: A woman says
she’s too tired for sex. The Advisor
suggests she ask her husband to
help with the housework.

November 1973: A reader asks
about “anal eroticism.”

June 1974: A reader refers to his
water bed as a “liquid love pad.”

August 1974: A leuer begins,
“Having an 11-inch penis can be a
problem. . . ."

November 1974: A reader
writes to the Advisor because her
boyfriend bought her a vibrator,
then got mad when he caught her
masturbating.

April 1975: A couple asks about
the logistics of an open marriage.

September 1975: A reader re-
ports that his girlfriend hummed
The Star-Spangled Banner while giv-
ing him a blow job.

November 1976: The Advisor
answers the question, “Who should
sleep on the wet spot?”

March 1977: A smart aleck won-
ders if speed-reading pornography
leads to premature ejaculation.

July 1979: The Advisor reports
that home computers can do “ev-
erything from balancing your
checkbook to playing games.”

December 1979: A reader asks,
“What do you think of a woman
who keeps a supply of condoms in
her bedside table?”

December 1980: A reader won-
ders if celibacy will be “the sex of
the Eighties.”

November 1983: First AIDS-re-
lated question.

March 1987: A reader asks
about the Venus Butterfly, a sex
trick menuoned but not described
on the television drama LA Law.

May 1994: A reader is per-
plexed because a female friend
wants him to donate sperm so she
can have a baby.

July 1996: A reader asks if it’s
cheating to have sex online.

December 1996: First mention
of Viagra.

October 1997: For the first
time, the Advisor receives most
questions via e-mail.

March 2000: The launch of
PlayboyAdvisor.com.




POMPEI PORN

ki A marble statue of Pan copulatng w:th a goat, Fan-
. tastic phallic tiles inscribed with the legend HERE LIES
f HAPPINESS. Subtle frescoes of lovemaking. Hilarious
. images of Priapus weighing his genitals. Such lust-
| inspired talismans were hidden from sight first by
| nature (the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 Ap.)
| and then, after being unearthed in the 1700s, by
| man. A priest who saw the objects condemned Pom-
_peii, saying “the entire city was given o the most
e sordid lmpropnety and so from God, it deserved, like
" Sodom, the calamlty of fire.” Kings kept the collection locked away. In 1819,
a priest complained that the artifacts were “a hell which corrupts the morals
of the chastest, most religious and holiest people.” The modern word
pornography stems from 19th century catalogs of items found in Pompeii

brothels. This year the

Museum of Naples put

the erotic treasures on

display for the first

time in three decades.

Once again, the Vati-

can protested: “Whatever these things meant to ancient Ro-
mans, today they're obscene.” Some things never change.
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DIVORCING DADS

Jed H. Abraham’s descrip-
tion of the inquisition routine-
ly conducted against fathers in
family court was chilling (“The
Interrogation,” The Playboy Fo-
rum, May). With the exception
of convicted criminals, no one
today has fewer rights than
fathers. A mother can decide
one day to move out with the
kids, or to change the locks af-
ter helping her boyfriend move
in, leaving the father deprived
of his children and his home.
In defending himself he risks
his life savings and, depending
on the often reckless charges
she levels against him, his free-
dom. Under the guise of pur-
suing deadbeat parents, we
are seeing mass incarcerations
without trial or counsel while
the media and civil libertarians
look the other way. A father can
be forced by a court to under-
go a “mental examination,” or-
dered to pay the fees of lawyers
and psychotherapists he did
not hire, and be jailed without
trial, charge or counsel. His
home can be entered and his
children can be used as inform-
ers. In some cases, fathers who
contact their confiscated chil-
dren or separated spouses have
been arrested for harassment
or stalking, an offense that has
been defined as narrowly as an
unwelcome conversation. Oth-
ers have been arrested for at-
tending public events such as
musical recitals or sports com-
petitions. We've even seen “life-
time” restraining orders.

As spokesman for Men, Fa-
thers and Children Interna-
tional, a coalition of 12 father-
hood organizations from nine

FOR THE RECORD

“The base of the Democratic party consists of
a number of special interest groups, including
the-sky-is-falling environmentalists, abortion in-
dustry workers, bilingualists, illegal immigrants,
ideologically homeless ex-communists, commu-
nists, convicted felons, unconvicted felons,
pornographers posing as artists, propagandists
posing as journalists, network anchors posing,
food stamp junkies, anti-American multicultur-
alists, hard-core feminists, abused and abusable
women, the venereally diseased, antitobacco fas-
cists, antireligious bigots, latent antireligious
clerics, pro-gay clergy, gay clergy, government
employees, union bosses, government contrac-
tors, the sexually disoriented, educrats, tri-
al lawyers, the willing poor, drug addicts, old sin
New Age enthusiasts, race hustlers, members
of the black caucus, professional victims, punk
musicians, condom manufacturers, proud and
practicing members of the North American
Man-Boy Love Association and dead people
buried near Chicago.”
—From a syndicated newspaper column by Linda
Boules that was recently quoted in a conservative
fund-raising letter

financial and custody agree-
ments that are neither just nor
in the best interests of children.
Abusive discovery motions

and responses are easily ad-
dressed by courts, if only they
have the gumption to sanction
the unethical lawyers who write
them. Let's hope that articles
like “The Interrogation” en-
courage brave judges to do the
right thing, and brave legisla-
tors to appoint judges who will
do the right thing.

Michael Krauss

Professor of Law and Legal

Ethics
George Mason University
School of Law
Arlington, Virginia

“The Interrogation” pro-
vides an excellent glimpse of
what the law thinks is impor-
tant in a marriage. But if you
think those questions are re-
vealing, you should hear the
questions asked during a typi-
cal custody hearing. Consider
the following, culled from a
family lawyer's list of questions
a judge might ask in court to
determine who should have the
kids: Who gets the child up in
the morning? Who dresses the
child? Who fixes the child’s
breakfast? Who makes lunches?
Who knows the sizes of clothing
and shoes? Who takes the child
to the doctor? Who prepares
dinners? Who helps with home-
work? Who signs the report
cards? Who plays games with
the child? What games? Who
coaches? Who drives for the car
pools? Who bathes the child?
Who puts the child o bed? To
whom does the child turn when
he wakes up sick in the middle

countries, 1 have seen family courts in
action. I believe they're the most dan-
gerous institution posing a threat to
constitutional rights in our society.
They will probably follow the High
Commission, the Star Chamber, Chan-
cery and other infamous “prerogative”
and “equity” courts into the dustbin of
history.
Stephen Baskerville
Professor of Political Science
Howard University
Washington, D.C.

Jed Abraham is right on the money.
Been there, done that. A man has to be
crazy to get married these days. Unfor-
tunately, most are.

Fred Reed
Arlington, Virginia

Abraham eloquently shows how dis-
covery abuse, which is rampant in all
areas of the law, is especially pernicious
when it comes to family matters. Un-
ethical divorce lawyers can easily ma-
nipulate discovery motions to obtain

of the night? Who takes the child for
haircuts? Who stays home when the
child is sick? Who supervises television
viewing? Who drives the child to day
care or school? Who shops for the
child? Who attends school conferences
and field wrips? Who reads to the child?
Who takes the child to church? That's
the state's formula for what makes an
attentive parent, and in most cases, the
same name comes up.

Larry Simmons

Chicago, Illinois
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SPEED LIMITS

Joshua Green’s “Pulling a Fast One”
(The Playboy Forum, May) did a fine job
exposing some of the fallacies concern-
ing highway speed limits. However, he
failed to cite the main reason for the
public deception—namely, insurance
company profits, Artificially low speed
limits ensure low levels of driver com-
pliance, thereby maximizing the op-
portunity for profit via insurance sur-
charges. Insurance companies have
deep pockets when it comes to paying
lobbyists and doling out campaign con-
tributions through political action com-
mittees. Most lawmakers have much to
gain and little to lose; the more impor-
tant the lawmaker, the greater his im-
munity to speeding tickets is.

Let's also not forget the roles state
and local law enforcement agencies
play in this charade. The pickings are
pretty easy when the majority of the
public is technically breaking the law.
Speeding tickets are an effective means
of pumping up state and local coffers.

Robert Angeli
Portsmouth, Rhode Island

AUCTION THE ELDERLY

I enjoyed Ted Fishman’s tongue-in-
cheek suggestion that each retiree be
assigned to three wage earners (“Im-
modest Proposal,” The Playboy Forum,
April). Like any pyramid scheme, So-
cial Security is unfair. But the system
isn't likely to collapse. My guess is that
at some point the antidrug warriors
will force retirees to take drug tests be-
fore they can receive benefits. At that
age, tinkling into a bottle can be the
equivalent of a circus feat. If the twen-
tysomethings are smart, they'll figure
out another way to finance their retire-
ment, such as stock options or an ambi-
tious product liability suit. Whatever
happens, whenever you young work-
ing stiffs receive a paycheck, take a look
at the box marked FICA and think of
me. [t shows the money you're paying
into the Social Security Trust Fund to

pay for my retirement.

Irwin Kaufman

West Hills, California
We would like to hear your point of view.
Send questions, opinions and quirky stuff to
The Playboy Forum, pLayBoy, 680 North
Lake Shore Drve, Chicago, Hllinois 60611,
e-mail forum@playboy.com or fax 312-
951-2939. Please include a daylime phone
number and your cily and stale or province.
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VS. PLAYBOY

n May 22, the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned section 505 of

the Telecommunications Act of 1996
by a vote of five to four. The law ad-
dressed the menace of cable television
signal bleed. It seems a handful of par-
ents were afraid their children might
see scrambled images of sexually ex-
plicit programming on the Playboy
Channel, or hear the audio track. Con-
gress had a howitzer of a solution: Ca-
ble channels devoted to sexually ori-
ented programming had to install
blocking filters in every subscriber’s
house, regardless of whether children
lived or stayed in the home, or limit
broadcasting to the hours between 10
PM. and six A.M. Another
part of the law—section
504—required cable pro-
viders to install filters at
a subscriber’s request at
no charge. Fewer than 0.5
percent of subscribers
asked for such a device,
suggesting that the pub-
lic had already decided
on the seriousness of sig-
nal bleed. (In the words
of the Supreme Court,
the public responded
with a “collective yawn.")
When PLAYBOY challenged Section
505 as unconstitutional, the Clinton
admimnistration played on parental con-
cern over possible harm to children.
This strategy worked—for a while.
Neither Congress nor the District
Court that heard the case bothered to
ask the government for proof of its as-
sertions that signal bleed rots young
minds. But when the case reached the
High Court, the Justices wanted some-
thing more than hysteria before it dis-
assembled the First Amendment. Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the
majority, observed that, “there is little
hard evidence of how widespread or
how serious the problem of signal
bleed is. Indeed there is no proof as to
how likely any child is to view a dis-
cernible explicit image, and no proof
of the duration of the bleed or the qual-
ity of the pictures or sound. To say that
millions of children are sub_lect 10 a
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risk of viewing signal bleed is one
thing; to avoid articulating the true na-

ture and extent of the risk is another. |"

The First Amendment requires a more
careful assessment and characteriza-
tion of an evil in order to justify a
regulation as sweeping as this.” Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas noted that if
material was obscene, it could be pros-
ecuted under existing law. Congress
had tried to create a new category of un-
protected speech, the “indecent,” to
justify intrusion. Thomas wrote, “I
am unwilling to corrupt the First
Amendment.”

The court’s conservative minority

(which, if George W. Bush takes office |

in January, may soon be-
come a formidable major-

children not from por-
nography so much as in-
attentive parenting. The
wards of the state in-
cluded “children whose
parents may be unaware
of what they are watch-
ing, whose parents can-
not easily supervise tele-
-3
¥ whose parents are simply
unavailable at critical times.” A feder-
al appeals court had worried about
parents who “out of inertia, indiffer-
ence or distraction, simply would take
no action to block signal bleed, even if
fully informed of the problem.” In his
dissent, Justice Antonin Scalia went
further. *It is not only children who
can be protected from occasional unin-
vited exposure to ‘adult-oriented pro-
gramming’; we can all be,”
Thankfully, Justice Kennedy had the
last word. He delivered an uplifting de-
fense of the First Amendment: **What
the Constitution says is that these judg-
ments are for the individual to make,
not for the government to decree, even
with the mandate or approval of a ma-
jority. Technology expands the capaci-
ty to choose, and it denies the potential
of this revolution if we assume the gov-
ernment is best positioned to make
these choices for us.”

ity) seemed poised to al- |
low Congress to protect |

vision viewing habits, |
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ore than 25 years ago, Susan
Brownmiller made rape the
centerpiece of the feminist

movement. In Against Our Will she ar-
gued that rape was the primal act of a
patriarchal society: “Man’s discovery
that his genitalia could serve as a weap-
on to generate fear must rank as one of
the most important discoveries of pre-
historic times, along with the use of fire
and the first crude stone ax. From pre-
historic times to the present, rape has
played a cnitical functon, It is nothing
more, or less, than a conscious process
of intimidation by which all

why do men rape?
By TED C. FISHMAN

Most of us saw some truth in the argu-
ment that rape was a crime of violence,
not of sex. We resisted the notion that
all men were potential rapists, or that
rapists served our goals.

Brownmiller and other radical femi-
nists had catchy slogans (“porn is the
theory, rape is the practice”) that did
little to explain why men rape. Expla-
nation became excuse: The devil made
me do it.

Last year, the feminist beliefs that
rape is a crime of violence, an act of
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status of females.

Thornhill and Palmer turn the rhet-
oric on its head. Rape, they argue, is
sexual. Itis a breeding strategy that has
the ultimate approval of nature—it ex-
ists because it works. The sins of the
father beget the son. Less-dominant
males—those left out of the sexual se-
lection process by females—have found
a way to pass on their genes. It is not
about power or the pursuit of pleasure;
rather, it's the blind drive to procreate.

Rape, they say, is a “natural bio-
logical phenomenon.” But it is not “in
any way justified or even

men keep all women in a ol i i inevitable.”

state of fear.” Rape was A 247 f'}"‘!- } '— ,.,.L- i The two scientists
the real-life deployment o5 b e LN S . loft a grab bag of
of the penis as weapon. AT sociobiological

According to Brown-
miller, rape was a sim- ]
pleminded, obvious
act made possible
by anatomy: “When
men discovered that
they could rape, they
proceeded to do it.
Later, much later,
under certain cir- N
cumstances, they
even came Lo Con-
sider rape a crime.”

As much slander
as social science, the
472-page book and the
subsequent quarter cen-
tury of antirape activism ;
nevertheless changed a -
laws. The first rape-crisis y
center opened in 1972; by
1976 there were 400; by 2000
more than 800 rape/incest/abuse
centers stood connected by hotlines.
In her biography, Brownmiller notes
that in 1975 alone, 30 states over-
hauled their rape laws. “By 1979, every
state in the union went through a seri-
ous reevalution of its rape codes and
made significant adjustments. Hospital
procedures and police attitudes were
transformed as well. The revolution in
thinking about rape was profound.”

We heard less about boys-will-be-
boys and about provocatively dressed
women inciting helpless males, about
rape being the product of uncontrol-
lable urges, about sexual assault as the
inevitable by-product of too much lust.

arguments that
support rape as
a reproductive
strategy. Among
them: that most
rape victims are
women of child-
. bearing age, that
in many cultures
rape is treated
more as a crime
e . 3 against the victim’s
i husband (cheating
' him of his role in
procreation), that
rape takes place not
only among human
beings but among a
variety of other ani-
mal species as well.
To dismiss the idea
that rape is a crime of vi-

noawcts olence, the authors point

propaganda and a process of intimida-
tion received a jolt. Randy Thornhill
and Craig Palmer’s Natural History of
Rape: Biological Bases of Sexual Coercion
argues that rape is just incidentally vi-
olent, that in evolutionary terms it is
as natural as it is effective. Rape, they
say, is a reproductive strategy that men
have inherited from millions of years of
a process called selection.

Many animals—from insects to drakes
to baboons—rape without any agenda
other than propagation. Male animals,
the evolutionary argument goes,
couldn't care less about the political

to the odd statistic that in the vast
majority of rapes, only enough force
is used to accomplish the rape. (Re-
searchers have found “additional” vio-
lence in only 22 percent of rapes, and
that rape leads to murder in only one
100th of one percent of the cases.)

The problem with Thornhill and
Palmer, as with Brownmiller, is reduc-
tionism: Both books attempt to at-
tribute the possibility of rape to all
men—one from a constructed, patriar-
chal culture, the other from a blind bi-
ological drive. But once aired, rape,
like other atrocities, looks to be too
complex for easy theories. Humankind




has poured much ink and intellectu-
al energy into understanding street
crimes, domestic crimes, war crimes
and corporate crimes. Why are we so
willing to accept that the root causes of
those crimes are myriad and diverse,
and still find ourselves vulnerable to
the Brownmillers, Thornhills and Palm-
ers who thrust narrow causes for rape
at us?

The overwhelming majority of men
do not rape. Where is the theory that
explains that fact?

RAPE
IN THE NEWS

By JAMES R. PETERSEN

T he conspiracy of silence that
once surrounded rape has long
been shattered. In the space of a
few months, we encountered articles
on rape almost daily, each different,
each horrific. But each story asked us
to respond, to take new action.

Legislators in Illinois circulated a let-
ter from a college student. Two men
had trapped her in an alley and had
taken turns raping her. They'd beaten
her and thrust a gun inside her, threat-
ening to pull the trigger if she reported
the incident. The next day a teacher
and a classmate took her to a hospital.
A nurse explained that they could not
give her a morning-after pill because it
was a Catholic hospital. Weeks later she
discovered she was pregnant.

Rape, a worst-case scenario, has long
been used as a political fulcrum. Rape
was used to prick the consciences of
lawmakers who banned abortion, and
contributed to the logic of Roe vs. Wade,
a decision that benefited all women.
Now, women were using the worst-case
scenario to ensure the easy availability
of morning-after pills. And, just as hap-
pened in the crusade for legal abor-
tion, they ran into the church. The
Chicago Tribune ran Cardinal Francis
George'’s response: “Catholic institu-
tions cannot agree to facilitate abor-
tions and remain Catholic. The church
believes in the dignity of each and
every human life; the handicapped,
the elderly, the victims of crime and the
newly conceived human being. Each
one of these is made in the image and
likeness of God and we are not permit-
ted to take any intentional action that
would harm or kill any of these.”

The church acknowledges that rape
has a lasting consequence—life. But

other stories convey a recognition of
lives ruined.

A woman fights to keep adoption
records private: She never wants to see
the daughter, “the product of a violent
rape,” that she gave up 20 years earlier.
In Mexico, a 14-year-old who was de-
nied an abortion after a rape, asks who
will support the child she was forced to
bear. In one form or another, rape is a
crime that lives on.

In 1992 a Los Angeles woman was
tied up and raped. The crime re-
mained unsolved. In 1999 police found
that a man in jail on a different charge
matched the DNA sample of the rapist.
The statute of limitations had run out.
He could not be charged.

To get around the statute of limita-
tions, prosecutors in Milwaukee took
the DNA sample recovered from a sev-
en-year-old rape victim more than half
a decade ago and indicted “John Doe,
unknown male.”

The same story noted that New York
City still keeps 16,000 evidence kits
containing samples of semen, saliva,

Rape has
been one of
the prime
organizing
issues of the
feminist
movement.

tissue and blood belonging to rapists
who have so far escaped arrest. A male
columnist called for abolishing the stat-
ute of limitations for rape.

Some stories addressed relics of the
conspiracy of silence that used to sur-
round rape. Vinson Champ, a stand-
up comedian and former Star Search
contestant, was convicted recently for
one in what police reportedly believe
was a series of rapes. He had gone
from college to college doing perfor-
mances, and after shows, he prowled
the campuses looking for vulnerable
coeds—an estimated nine victims at last
count. The lack of cooperation be-
tween colleges and law enforcement
agencies was blamed for the failure to
connect the crimes. Newspapers de-
manded that colleges release crime re-
port statistics so that potential students
could judge both SAT scores and their

chances of being raped. Could we grow
accustomed to signs that boast u. miss.
RAPE-FREE FOR 791 DAYS?

A student at Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute accused two college athletes of
raping her; when the college judicial
committee rejected her claim and a
Virginia grand jury failed to indict the
two, she filed a civil rights suit against
her alleged attackers under the Vio-
lence Against Women Act. On May 15
the Supreme Court ruled that the law
allowing such suits was unconstitution-
al. Rape was not a federal matter, but
rather one that should be left to local
authorities.

A woman identified simply as vic-
tim number 50 told the Internation-
al Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia she was raped by Bosnian
Serbs, so many that she lost count. By
one estimate, more than 20,000 wom-
en were raped in the former Yugo-
slavia in 1992. What should be the re-
sponse when an entire army uses rape
as a weapon of war?

There are some who think rape can
be stopped by a lecture. Three boys
served a girl a deadly GHB cocktail.
A witness claimed one of the boys
had wanted to turn the party “lively.”
An editorial bemoaned a culture that
seemed to teach that “the best wom-
an is an unconscious woman.” A con-
cerned mom wrote Dear Abby, noting
that there had been at least 58 GHB-
related deaths and 5700 overdoses na-
tionwide, and that it’s imperative that
parents let their sons know this kind of
thing is much more harmful than they
realize. “This is not a boys-will-be-boys
thing. This is rape, this is murder.”

Rape has been one of the prime or-
ganizing issues of the feminist move-
ment, more compelling than abortion
rights, wage inequuties, glass ceilings or
porn wars. Most of the stories about
Thornhill and Palmer's Natural History
of Rape sought the feminist reaction. A
similar fate met Jamie Kalven's Working
With Available Light, a brutally honest
look at the destructive impact of his
wife's rape. Feminists complained that
he had usurped a woman's experience,
that his wife should have written the
book because she was the victim. A sto-
ry on the debate raised the question:
How do men fit into the antirape
movement? Should they be allowed in
rape crisis centers? (The underlying as-
sumption is that because all rapists are
men, all men are rapists—or at least re-
minders of the rapist.) One counselor
declared simply that men should talk
to other men about rape, not to wom-
en. A newsworthy idea? Rape is not just
a women's issue.
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what’s happening in the sexual and social arenas

NEW YORK—How's this for a story line?
A lingerie catalog ends up in a mailbox on
a distant planet. When the alien recipient
and two buddies have "“worn out” the pho-

tos, they recruit a hapless earthling lo pho-
tograph more supermodels. If he can’t per-
suade the women to pose in their bras and
panties, the aliens will destroy the planet.
Simon & Schuster Interactive thought the
plot funny, so it created an adult computer
game called Panty Raider: From Here to
Immaturity. The player entices the models
with cheesy pickup lines, credit cards and
tiny minis, which double as lunch. A vari-
ety of horrified activists asked the publish-
er to drop the game. “It clearly objectifies
women,” said the divector of a group called
Dads and Daughters. “The female charac-
ters have no agency and are completely
passive. They exist only to be siripped to
their underwear.”

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA—Twice-con-
victed burglar Andrew Lesky has filed
more than 20 complaints and lawsuits
against the Orange County Sheriff’s De-
pariment for mistreatment, so the guards
fought back—uwith a video camera. Three
deputies with a camcorder record Lesky
whenever the prisoner comes in contaci
with staff. That means he's tailed when
he’s taken to and from the shower (though
not inside), during visits lo the recreation
yard, in meetings with his attorney and

family and on trips to the doctor. “They're
trying to break me,” says Lesky, who is
awaiting trial for yet another burglary
charge. In March he filed a ciuil rights
lawsuit alleging that deputies harassed
him when the camera was turned off:

MONTPELIER, VERMONT—A new state
law allows gay couples to legalize their re-
lationships as civil unions. The statute,
which took effect on July 1, allows commit-
ted gay couples in Vermont to claim the
same rights as a husband and wife in areas
such as property oumership, divorce, inher-
itance, adoption, taxes, health care and
family leave. In France, meanwhile, law-
makers created a similar pacte civil de sol-
idarité that allows gay as well as siraight
couples to form a legal bond that falls just
short of marriage.

CLEVELAND—A federal appeals court
ruled that the Ohio state motto—With
God, All Things Are Possible—uiolates the
constitutional separation of church and
state. Ohio adopted the motto, which is tak-
en from Matthew 19:26, in 1959. The
state had argued that despite its origin, the
motlo represented a generic religious senti-
ment, much like In God We Trust. A lower
court agreed, ruling that Ohio can use the
motto as long as it doesn't say it comes from
the bible. The appeals court reversed that
decision. Soon afier;, readers of the Plain
Dealer suggested revisions such as With
Money, All Things Are Possible.

WASHINGTON, D.c—Members of Con-
gress and their staffs owe about $10.5 mil-
lion in back taxes, according to IRS data.
As of October 1999, the nonpayment rale
topped eight percent in the House and sev-
en percent in the Senate. The balance
owed by all federal employees is estimat-
ed at $2.4 billion. Though IRS employees
who don't pay their laxes can be dismissed,
no such regulation exists for politicians—
at least not in the U.S. In Newfoundland,
21 mayors and 116 other officials lost
their jobs on _fanuary 1 when a provincial
Law went into effect requiring town coun-
cils to dismiss any officeholder who owes
back taxes.

KITCHENER, ONTARIO—Catherine De-
vries, who suffers from a degenerative
nerve disordey, is one of 34 Canadians
who last year received government permis-
sion to smoke marijuana to relieve their
pain. This past April, two local police offi-
cers showed up at Devries’ door to inform
her that they had seized a package with 21
grams of marijuana mailed to her by a
compassion club in Vancouver. She showed
her Health Canada exemption, which they
also seized. The next day, police acknowl-
edged the certificate and said Devries
wouldn't be charged. However, they insist-
ed they could not return the marijuana be-
cause that would make them “traffickers.”
Weeks later;, a judge ordered the cops to
knock it off and return the pot.

WASHINGTON, D.c—The FDA has ap-
proved a device designed to help women
who suffer from female sexual arousal dis-
order. The Eros-CTD consists of a tiny suc-
tion cup that's placed over the clitoris prior
to sex. A palm-size, battery-operated pump
draws blood to the clitoris, which increases
sexual sensation and lubrication. Devel-
oped by a Minnesota company, the $359

device is available by prescription in the
U.S., the UK, Australia and France. Re-
searchers state that about 40 million wom-
en in the U.S.—most of whom have gone
through menopause—are affected to some
degree by sexual dysfunctions.
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wor s JLNNIFER LOPEZ

a candid conversation with the multitalented bombshell about her quick rise, having
the body everyone talks about and her controversial romance with puff daddy

Just as Jennifer Lopez is telling an in-
tlerviewer about her much-talked-about ro-
mance with Sean “Puffy” Combs, her assis-
tant intervupts to hand her a cell phone. “We
were just lalking about you,” she tells her
boyfriend. She listens a moment, then smiles
broadly. “He wanis to know if you're going
to ask how he is in bed,” she says, laughing,
and returns to her conversation with him.
When they're through, Lopez is, of course,
asked how Puffy is in the sack. “He said lo
say he's da bomb." she says with a giggle.

In the media, Da Bomb and his relation-
ship with the Puerto Rican bombshell have
nearly overshadowed Lopez’ remarkable rise
[rom Fly Girl to It Girl. She began her ascent
in an unlikely fashion, as a dancer in Kee-
nen Ivory Wayans’ comedy show In Living
Color. Within five years, she had become the
second most successful alumnus from that
show (after fim Carrey). Combs, the flashy-
dressing rap impresavio with the bad-boy imi-
age, ascended just as quickly in his world.
Their paths crossed and they fell in love.
Wihile they initially denied romantic involve-
ment, they finally fessed up late lasi year.
Their honeymoon with the press was a short
one, ending last December 27. That was
when an evening of nightclubbing concluded
with the arrests of Combs and Lopez. There
had been a shooting, allegedly by a member

of Combs’ entourage. Insisting she was an
inocent bystander, Lopez nevertheless spent
an unglamorous 14 howrs being inlerrogal-
ed and handcuffed to a Manhaltan pre-
cinct bench. In a case still playing out in
the courts, Lopez and Combs were arvested
along with his chauffewr and bodyguard af-
ter police chased their SUV through at least
11 red hights and then confiscated a loaded
nine-millimeter pistol later delermined to
have been stolen. The chase reportedly came
after an unidentified man threw a wad of
cash at Combs, allegedly prompting a pal of
Combs™ named Jamal “Shyne” Barrow lo fire
several shols with a semiautomatic. Three
people were injured. Both Combs and Lopez
said they had no knowledge of the gun, and
Lopez was exonerated. The nightclub inci-
dent followed another one in which Combs
and cohorts allegedly assaulted a record exec
after a dispute over the release of a video
Combs had appeared in. Stll, the incident
drew a public outery and raised eyebrows in
Hollywood, with gossify columnists wonder-
ing why Lopez—uwhose work ethic and talent
allowed her to shatter ethnic barriers and be-
come the world’s most famous Latina actor,
singing star and sex symbol—would become
involved with such a trouble-plagued beau.
The rise of 30-year-old Lopez has been a
rapid one, though she has been laying the

“People want to blame Puff Daddy for every-
thing, bul if I didn't want to go out that
night, I didn't have to go. I would never
blame him for anything I chose to do. I'm not
a paun of anyone. I do what I want.”

‘A big deal was always made about my physi-
cal appearance, even when I was young. My
mom would slap me on the butt. It was a joke.
1t was never anything negative. All the wom-
en | grew up with are the same shape I am.”

groundwork since she was four. Raised in the
Bronx by her father David (a computer spe-
cialist) and mother Guadalupe (a school-
teacher), Lopez grew up in a sivict Catholic
household, dreaming of a dancing and sing-
ing career. After dancing in a number of
stage shows, Lopez got her first break when
she was chosen (from a group of 2000) by
choreographer Rosie Perez o join the Fly
Girls dance troupe on In Living Color.

The TV exposure landed her a part in
Janet Jackson’s video Thal’s the Way Love
Goes, but once Lopez began making the
rounds in Hollywood, her striking face, sul-
try voice and voluptuous proportions looked
even more enlicing to another medium. Lo-
pez acled in two shovt-lived series, Second
Chances and Hotel Malibu, and a TV film,
Nurses on the Line: The Crash of Flight 7.
Her tig break came when Gregory Nava
cast her for a prvotal vole in Mi Familia,
the 1995 film in which she played a young
woman who survives deportation and near
drowning to return to her husband and fam-
ily. Lopez demonstrated an inner strength,
charm and an effortless sexual appeal that
would become her trademark.

Studios noticed, and film roles followed
quickly. Lopez played the transil cop whose
charms come between Wesley Snipes and
Woody Harrelson in Money Train and Robin

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAFY

“I'm not a looks person. Looks don't really
matter lo me. I'm draum lo a guy's strength,
his strong presence. The outside stuff—looks,
fame, success—isn’t what attracts me. I like
a strong guy with a soft heart.”
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Williams’ teacher in the Francis Ford Cop-
pola—directed Jack. While both films were
panned, Lopez’ work stood out. Her portray-
al of Jack Nicholson’s Cuban mistress in
Blood and Wine upped the ante.

Lopez’ breakout role came when Nava
tapped her to star in Selena, the Warner
Bros. film about the slain tejano singenr.
Lopez, who became the fust Latin actress to
make more than $1 million for a film, made
the most of the showcase. While Lopez lip-
synched to Selena’s vocals, her portrayal put
her in contention for roles that weren't eth-
nicity specific.

A fun turn in the surprise hit Anaconda,
in which she plays a documentary filmmaker
who tries to avoid becoming a snake snack in
the jungle, was followed by Oliver Stone’s U
Twrn. Next she paived with George Clooney
in Oul of Sight. In the latter role she demon-
strated her range and proved she could play
a strong heroine and hold her own with a
major male star: Lopez followed by lending
her voice to the amimated film Aniz and be-
came the face for LOyéal, convincingly de-
livering the product’s signature line: “I'm
worth it.”

While her reputation as an actor was
booming, Lopez quietly began making prepa-
rations for a singing career. She recorded a
demo tape that soon had several labels ready
to sign her. She made a deal with Sony Mu-
sic Entertainment chairman Tommy Mottola
and the result was On the Six, a mix of bal-
lads and dance tunes with a Latin flavor.
Lopez co-wrole five songs, and the record
was a hit. Fueled by her sexy performances in
the accompanying videos, songs like Waiting
for Tonight and If You Had My Love became
chart toppers, the latter displacing Ricky

Martin’s Livin’ La Vida Loca from the top of

the charis. She is working on a follow-up to
be released this Christmas and is planning
her first concert tour.

She’ll soon be seen starring in The Cell, a
thriller in which she plays a scientist who
gets transported into the mind of a serial
killer in an attempt to locate a woman he im-
prisoned before he lapsed into a coma. That
unll be followed by The Wedding Planner,
a romantic comedy in which Lopez plays a
type-A career wedding planner who lacks a
love life until she meets a doctor played by
Matthew McConaughey, and then Angel
Evyes, currently filming. Lopez is poised to
emerge as the rare singing star and bankable
mouvie star, an achievement that has eluded
Madonna and is limiled to the likes of Bar-
bra Streisand, Cher and Bette Midler.

To get a handle on how Lopez is handling
her success and recend conlrover: 5y, PLAYBOY
called Daily Variety columnist Michael Flem-
ing, who interviewed Kevin Spacey for our
October 1999 issue. Here’s Fleming’s report:
“We met in Lopez’ suite at the Four Seasons
Hotel in Toronto, where she had just begun
work on Angel Eyes, a drama about a female
cop (Lopez) drawn to a mysterious and trou-
bled man (played by Jim Caviezel) who saved
her life in a shootout. The shoot has been
plagued by intermittent rain, and Lopez is
Jorced to give up a day off to make up for lost

time. We meet late in the afternoon. She's
barefoot, dressed in jeans with a white cotton
top that doesn’t quite cover her famous taut
midriff. With honey-coloved hair and light
makeup, she projects her charm effortlessly.
She’s everything yor'd imagine a movie god-
dess to be.

“It’s clear after just a few minudes with
Lopez that her commitment is to her career.
In fact, it was her career that caused the
breakup of her marviage to Ojani Noa. In a
phone conversation with Combs during the
interview, they quickly reviewed each other’s
schedules for the coming two weeks. As
Combs detailed his jet-setting plans to pro-
duce songs and videos and run his various
businesses, she intervupted in that suliry
tone of hers, ‘You could come and visit me.’
While that simple plea would be enough to
make most men drop evervthing, it’s clear
Jrom Combs’ reply that he's as busy as she is.

“Lopez is obviously smitten with him. But
wary of the media, she measures her words
and their impact carefully. Her replies to
questions about the events of December 27
are tempered by the legal rvestrictions of an
ongoing case. Still, she is delightful and en-
gaging, and tries her best to define where her
relationshap with Puff is grmrg, even if she
herself doesn’t really know yet.”

PLAYBOY: Despite a string of new movies
and recordings, the press you've gotten
recently has focused not on your work
but on your relationship with Puff Dad-
dy. The tone of the coverage seems to be,
“Why's this otherwise squeaky-clean ac-
tress and singer dating a guy who takes
her to a place where guns are being
fired?” How do you view it?

LOPEZ: It's crazy. People want to blame
him for everything, but if I didn't want
to go out that night, I didn’t have 1o go.
It was my decision.

PLAYBOY: But are you angry with Combs
for putting you in that position?

LOPEZ: Absolutely not. Every night things
go on at clubs. I can't blame him for
something that happened in that partic-
ular club on that particular night. In
fact, I would never blame him for any-
thing I chose to do. I do what I want.
PLAYBOY: Is it true that you were hand-
cuffed to a bench for 14 hours, crying, as
the cops interrogated you?

LOPEZ: Since the case is still pending, I'm
not allowed to talk about a lot of this. But
yes, 1 was handcuffed to a bench. 1—I
did cry. I was upset. I hadn’t done any-
thing and I wanted out of there.
PLAYBOY: If you weren't famous—Jen-
nifer Lopez arrested with Puff Daddy—
would it have been handled the same?
LoPEZ: Heck no. One cop told me that
they’d normally let everyone go who
wasn't directly involved. But they held
us all night.

PLAYBOY: In the aftermath, the press col-
lectively decided you should break up
with Combs. How did you feel about the
reaction?

LOPEZ: The bottom line for me is that I






PLAYBOY

am exactly where I want to be. I'm not a
pawn of anyone. If I had to describe my-
self, I would say I'm a hardworking, fo-
cused person who loves what she does.
I'm passionate about what I do, passion-
ate about my family and the people I
love. It's irrelevant what the press says.
PLAYBOY: Was the coverage by the tab-
loids the worst?

LOPEZ: The New York tabloids had three
or four pages at a time just on whether
Puffand I should break up. It was blown
out of proportion. I don't wish an expe-
rience like this on my worst enemy. I
know I'm fortunate to be in this business
and I shouldn’t complain—I'm not com-
plaining. I love what I do. I try to take
whatever difficult things come along
with a grain of salt. Thank God I have
this career and I'm not doing something
I would be less happy doing. At the same
time, this business can be unfair. Just be-
cause our names and faces are in maga-
zines doesn’t mean we're not people. We
have feelings. Sometimes people forget
that; we become two-dimensional.
PLAYBOY: With few exceptions, prior to
the shooting, you'd received mostly glow-
ing press. How was it to have the tables
turned?

LOPEZ: It was scary. But you have to
weather the storm. Because of the cra-
zy publicity, I didn’t even have time to
deal with what happened that night,
with being that close to gunfire. There
was no time: We were taken to the sta-
tion house. It was followed by grand
juries and all kinds of crazy things.
Throughout, 1 felt, why is this happen-
ing? We didn’t do anything. We went out
and someone else did something and yet
we were caught in the middle of a storm.
It was completely unfair. But when a
celebrity is involved, people see an
opportunity.

PLAYBOY: Has it made it difficult to carry
on your relationship?

LoPEZ: [t's difficult, but we're fine. All the
stories ultimately are meaningless. The
people who are writing them don’t know
me. They don’t know him. They don't
know my family. They don’t know any-
body. They said my parents didn’t want
me to be with Sean, but my parents
would never talk to a reporter.

PLAYBOY: There were indeed reports that
your parents object to the relationship,
particularly after the incident. Do they?
LOPEZ: My parents were upset. How
could they not have been? That morning
my father turned on the TV and heard,
“Sean Combs and Jennifer Lopez in
nightclub shooting!” He thought I was
dead. He didn't care who 1 was with or
why I was there. He just wanted to know
that I was OK.

PLAYBOY: Did you call to assure them that
you were all right?

LOPEZ: [ got to make a call at four o'clock
in the morning from the police station. 1
didn't want to wake them up, so I called

62 my manager and asked him to call my

parents and tell them what happened
and that I was all right. [ knew they
would be hearing about it in the press
any second. He left messages for them
before they even woke up. But they saw
the news reports anyway and by the time
I talked to them, they were a wreck.
PLAYBOY: Did the incident prompt you to
insulate yourself more from the public?
LOPEZ: As guarded as I am when I have
to be, I'm still very open. I'll go out by
myself shopping or to a restaurant. I'll
work out on my own. You never know
who's following you or watching you, but
it’s like that for any woman and worse
for somebody who is in the public eye. I
view the shooting as an unfortunate inci-
dent and [ try not to let it affect my life.
PLAYBOY: Did the incident change your
relationship?

LOPEZ: Any extenuating circumstance
like that is going to have an impact. It
definitely tests your boundaries, but it

also brings you closer. It does a lot of

things to a relationship. All I can say is
that we're OK. Right now we're OK.
PLAYBOY: For a long time, the two of you
denied you were dating. Why?

LOPEZ: We were just friends for a long
time. We'd done a video together and
we'd hang out. He was always saying, “If
you ever need anything, let me know.”
We hit it off, but as friends. Nothing
more than that. People would be, “Oh,
they're together!” But it wasn't like that
for a long time. Then the dynamic
changed.

PLAYBOY: Was there a specific moment?
LOPEZ: | always liked him as a person and
I think he was always attracted to me. He
always let me know that. But I just got to
know him. I thought he was a sweet guy
with a vulnerable side who really cared
about me. I guess I just fell for him
that way.

PLAYBOY: You have things in common.
You're both from New York and both be-
came successful very quickly. Is that part
of why you related to each other?
LOPEZ: We respected and understood
each other. We each understood where
the other was coming from. But more
important than the things that are simi-
lar are the differences, which balance us
out. He loves to hang out, to go to par-
ties and to be the center of attention.
He's a really dynamic personality. People
love being around him.

PLAYBOY: And you?

LoPez: I'd much rather go to work and
come home at night. My life is quieter.
That's me. We balance each other out.
He gets me out and we enjoy ourselves.
Sometimes I make him stay home. So
the differences are complementary. We
do have other things in common, like
ambition, wanting to do different things
with our work, having and realizing
dreams. We both worked hard for what
we got. We respect each other’s business
know-how,

PLAYBOY: Who's the more ambitious of

the two?

LOPEZ: We're ambitious in different ways.
He loves being a performer, but he's am-
bitious in business—his clothing busi-
ness, record and publishing companies,
his studio and restaurant. I'm ambitious
when it comes to wanting to find that
next good movie. I want to be the best
actress, the best singer and the best danc-
er I can be. That's where my ambition
lies, and I am relentless.

PLAYBOY: At Combs’ birthday party, he
told the world that he hopes you'll mar-
ry him. Will you?

LOPEZ: | don’t know. You just never know
how things are going to turn out. I've
been married and I know how hard that
is. I know what it takes for it to last. My
experience also made me realize that
you never know what's going to happen.
If you had asked me when I was mar-
ried, I would have said I'd be married
forever to Ojani. [ would have liked that.
We divorced, but it wasn't for lack of
love. But what you find out when you
get married is that it's not only love that
makes you stick together. It's circum-
stances, too.

PLAYBOY: What led to your divorce?
LOPEZ: [ think wealth got in the way. The
success.

PLAYBOY: When you met Noa, he was a
waiter and aspiring model, while you
were just getting started as an actor.
That all changed with Selena.

LOPEZ: I think that kind of success can
get in the way of a relationship. You can
love somebody to death, but he's not
willing to compromise and you're not
willing to compromise on certain things.
The world just gets in the way. Some-
times the timing is bad.

PLAYBOY: Given your current schedule,
do you think you could handle both a ca-
reer and a marriage?

LOPEZ: I'm not sure, but I'm better at
dealing with it now than I have been in
the past.

PLAYEOY: But whether it's with Combs or
someone else, do you see yourself get-
ting married and having children?
LOPEZ: Eventually. Those things are pri-
orities. I want a family. I want to have
kids. But [ want it the right way.
PLAYBOY: Would it be difficult to have
children and continue to make movies?
LOPEZ: It can be done. I think we could
both have careers, but both people have
to be totally committed to the family.
That's the most important thing. Your
career has to come second.

PLAYBOY: Is that possible with two people
as famous as you and Combs?

LOPEZ: The things that were less attrac-
tive to me about Puff were his fame and
all that. Those are the things I don't like.
I'm drawn to a guy's strength, his strong
presence. [ like a strong guy with a soft
heart. I'm not a looks person. Looks
don't really matter to me. ['m very much
a “you're beautiful to me” type of per-
son. It doesn't matter what anybody else
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thinks. The outside stuff—looks, fame,
success—isn't what attracts me.

PLAYBOY: In each of your latest movies,
The Cell, The Wedding Planner and Angel
Eyes, you play a career-obsessed woman
without much time for a personal life.
While playing those women, did you
ever consider how much you are like
them?

LoPEZ: I never thought about the fact
that they had no life beyond work. But
yeah, I relate to that. T work constantly.
That's my life now: work, work, work.
But I've been lucky in that I've always
been in a relationship. In that way I'm
different from the characters.

PLAYBOY: How have you chosen your re-
cent movies—from a thriller to a comedy
to a drama?

LOPEZ: I was reading scripts while doing
my album. I picked the three with great
characters. They're very different proj-
ects I had been tracking for a while. Ac-
tually, I read The Cell four or five years
ago. It had a Silence of the Lambs feel. 1
knew it could be exciting with the right
director. But at that time, [ wasn't a
bankable star. No one would take a
chance on a movie like that with me.
pLAYBOY: When did that change?

LOPEZ: Things changed after Out of Sight.
I had a meeting with Mike De Luca, the
head of New Line Cinema. I told him I
liked The Cell and he said, “Let’s hire a
director and do it.” I liked the script be-
cause I could relate to my character and
her tremendous capacity for empathy.
She feels things, which is why she was
chosen for a creepy science project—she
goes into people’s minds. She's willing to
sacrifice herself by going into the mind
of a serial killer.

PLAYBOY: Your prior foray into the hor-
ror genre was Anaconda, but it was much
more an over-the-top, tongue-in-cheek
movie about a giant snake’s desire to
eat you.

LOPEZ: The Cell is definitely different
from Anaconda, which was more fun.
This is scarier.

PLAYBOY: After a thriller like The Cell,
what led you to your first comedy, The
Wedding Planner?

LOPEZ: I read it and thought it was
charming. I'd always wanted to do a ro-
mantic comedy. Since I'd never done
one, it was pretty scary territory. My
character is a focused, driven woman
who puts her life on the back burner. At
first, you don’t know why. Her career is
going well, but she has no life except for
Scrabble games with her father on week-
ends. I could relate to someone being
very focused on her career. She's a total
romantic but sees what marriages can
be, because of her job as a wedding plan-
ner. She puts on these fabulous wed-
dings for people and makes it a beautiful
day, but that doesn’t mean the marriage
is going to work. She becomes cynical.
Of course, she then meets somebody she
doesn’t expect to meet and her life is

turned upside down.

PLAYBOY: First you were supposed to play
opposite Brendan Fraser, but he backed
out at the last minute.

LOPEZ: I believe that God has a plan
for everything. Matthew McConaughey
signed on and everything worked out
perfectly. I think it was supposed to be
Matthew all along. The chemistry be-
tween us was great. He's a charming
Southern gentleman.

PLAYBOY: Generally, are you now able to
get the movie roles you want?

LOPEZ: I read Gladiator and wanted the
part of the sister so bad. I thought it was
a really interesting role. Now every-
body's saying it's a great movie and I'm
like, I knew it. I've always wanted to do a
costume epic—get dressed up and make
believe you're from another time. I met
Ridley [Scott] and he was great, but I
could tell he didn't see me in the role. I
didn’t know what his vision was, and
I don't know who they cast, but I could
tell I wasn’t it the minute I went in.
PLAYBOY: Has being Puerto Rican ever af-
fected your ability to land a role?

LOPEZ: I've always wanted to be per-
ceived as an actress who can do a lot of
different things—I can change my look,
my hair color, do whatever is required.
From the beginning, I wanted to prove
I could do anything. It's why I've ney-
er taken the same kind of role twice,
though a lot of it has been luck. I've had
some remarkable opportunities. I got
the Coppola movie, Jack, with Robin
Williams, and that part could have gone
to anybody. For the part in Money Train,
a lot of actresses of different ethnicities—
from African American to me—tested.
PLAYBOY: In Out of Sight, you played an
Italian.

LOPEZ: Steven Soderbergh and I talked
about the character and he asked me
what I wanted to do. I didn't think it
should be race specific. It wasn't impor-
tant to the story. I thought, Let’s just not
say anything. He cast Dennis Farina as
my father, so I guess I was part Italian.
We never said what my mother was.
PLAYBOY: In that movie you participate in
one of the sexiest love scenes we've seen
in some time. It's unusual because of its
lack of nudity. No clothes were torn off.
LoPeZ: I found it very classy. I give a
lot of the credit to Steven, who decid-
ed to do the scene at a table, the two of
us sitting opposite each other, talking
through the whole thing. It was so cool.
PLAYBOY: Were you disappointed that the
movie wasn't more successful?

LOPEZ: | wish more people would have
seen it. After Anaconda, Selena and Out of
Sight, Puff said, “You are big on cable
and video, baby, big!” Still, Out of Sight
was important for me. It put me past
that ingenue status. People could see me
opposite a big male star in an equally
powerful role.

PLAYBOY: But Selena was your first star
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turn. How did that movie change your
life?

LOPEZ: After Selena, I realized, Oh, my
God! This is happening to me. I can't
walk down the street anymore. People
know my name. They know who I'm
dating. I had a lot of anxiety about it. Fi-
nally I was able 1o say, I'm the same per-
son I was yesterday. I'm the same little
girl I was in the Bronx. I'm just doing
good—getting breaks, getting lucky. I
thought, This is what [ wanted, so I have
to learn to deal with it. But it's weird.
You have to be emotionally prepared to
handle the changes. My manager at the
time was also managing Jim Carrey, and
Jim had just exploded. I asked, *Did Jim
go through this?” His manager said, “Of
course. Everybody goes through ir.” It
made me feel better knowing that I
wasn't alone. It was good to know the
scary feelings were normal.

PLAYBOY: What was the toughest part of
sudden fame?

LOPEZ: Realizing that people think they
know you when they don't. People latch
on to one thing and think they know
you. They have said, “She’s really ambi-
tious,” as if it’s a character flaw [laughs].
I'm like, Wait a minute, I thought that
was one of my best qualities! So you
quickly realize that people want things to
be negative. The press isn’t about to say,
“She works hard. She is really focused.”
That was the hardest thing to adjust to.
PLAYBOY: Early in your career, you gave a
famous interview in Mouvzeline in which
you trashed Gwyneth Paltrow, Madonna
and Winona Ryder. You also said that
Wesley Snipes resented you because you
didn’t succumb to his passes. What actu-
ally happened?

LOPEZ: That was another really big lesson
for me. When 1 look back, I realize 1
needed that lesson. I learned that you
have to be careful how you state things,
particularly for a print interview. It's dif-
ferent from TV, because the audience
doesn't see you speaking. They don't see
the context. But in black and white,
it can be misinterpreted. It just made
me more careful. It was a learning ex-
perience, a real hard knock over the
head. In the end, the thing that both-
ered me was that somebody might have
been hurt by what I said. Also, it gave
people a false picture of me. I'm not a
catty person. I've never been that way.
Finally, I realized, over time, people will
get to know me and that perception
will go away. Thank God it has. Now
when I do interviews, I say exactly what
I mean. I don’t leave anything open to
interpretation.

PLAYBOY: Did you call all of the actors to
apologize?

LOPEZ: 1 tried to. You do the best you
can. Then the press blew it out of pro-
portion. But I did the best I could to let
people know. All I could say, wherever I
could say it, was, sorry, it wasn't what

66 I meant to say and it was taken the

wrong way.
PLAYBOY: You've been on the receiving
end of some catty commentary directed
specifically at your physical proportions.
Does it bother you?

LOPEZ: A big deal was always made about
my physical appearance, even when I
was young. It's because 1 was shaped a
certain way. It was never anything neg-
ative, though. It was a joke. It was
laughed about. You know, my mom or
whoever would say, “Jennifer is——"
and slap me on the butt or something. It
was always loving and endearing. They
never made me feel uncomfortable
about it. Anyway, all the women I grew
up with are exactly the same shape I am.
So to me it was a beautiful thing.
PLAYBOY: But is it tough in Hollywood,
where anorexia and breast implants are
de rigueur?

LOPEZ: Yeah, there is this idea that thin-
ner is better. Well, you don't want to be
fat, but I'm comfortable the way I am.
I'm not fat by any means. I'm healthy. I
work out. I warch what I eat, like any
woman does. You don't want to look un-
attractive in a bathing suit. But I don't
believe skinnier is more beautiful than
having some meat on your bones. Last
year, a big magazine in Europe had
women vote on who they thought was
the sexiest woman. They chose me. |
thought it was incredible. They could
have chosen anybody. But they chose
somebody with my body type. I think
women feel heartened: “She’s confident
about the way she is. Why can'’t we be?"
PLAYBOY: Was your self-confidence tested
when Chris Rock, hosting the MTV
Video Music Awards, announced on na-
tional television that you had arrived in
two limousines, one for you and one for
your ass?

Lorez: Comments like that can be funny,
though sometimes they're overboard. At
every single awards show for the past
year everyone has made the same joke.
It's tired, you know? Get some new ma-
terial. It does sometimes go over the
line; it can be a little disrespectful.
pLAYBOY: Did you say anything to Rock?
LOPEZ: Chris sent flowers to me and said
something like, “I love that type of body™
or whatever. So why don't you say some-
thing nice? If you love it, then voice that.
Don't say something negative.

PLAYBOY: In Rock's Playboy Interview, this
topic came up——

LOPEZ: He talked about me?

PLAYBOY: He talked about how much he
liked women with——

LOPEZ: A full figure?

PLAYBOY: Rock was a bit more direct than
that. [Hands her the interview]

LOPEZ: [She reads] “What do you love
physically about black women? Probably
the black ass. I hate women who hide the
big ass. Don't hide the big ass. It's for all
of us. Share this gift. Share your big ass
with all of us." [She stops, looks up] He's
sick! [Reading again] “We don't have to

touch it or anything, but don't hide the
big ass. Let us see it. Let us worship it
Let us pay it compliments. Let us tip our
hats to the big ass. Love the big ass. And
I'm not alone. Brothers love ass. There
was an episode of Real Sex on HBO.
They went from a black strip club to
a white strip club. It was so funny. The
white strip club was all about tits. The
black strip club, ass. It was all about ass.”
[Shudders] In truth, I could have done
without his comment. I consider myself
a normal person. I think it works better
for my acting. You want to be real.
PLAYBOY: Do you turn your sexiness on
and off? Are you even aware of how you
project it?
LOPEZ: I think sexiness 1s comfortable-
ness with yourself. If you think about
who it is guys look at on the street, it's
the girls with confidence. A girl might
be walking around in a thong, and she
might have cellulite. It doesn’t matter.
She's walking with real confidence. Guys
just love her because she's comfortable
with her body. Then you look at the girl
who is thin but feels a little weird and
doesn't know if she looks fat or not. She’s
pulling on her suit. Not sexy. Whether
you've got a little meat on you or you're
heavy or skinny, be comfortable with it.
It’s so funny that people try to change
themselves into one thing. They get
plastic surgery. They do all kinds of
things to their bodies to look the same as
everyone else. But the beauty is in diver-
sity, so revel in the way you're different.
I made up my mind early about that. 1
never felt weird about going to Holly-
wood knowing I didn't have the same
body type as other people. My body
made me different. [t made people turn
their heads.
PLAYBOY: You obviously felt comfortable
in your body when you chose the awe-
some, revealing dress you wore at this
year's Grammy Awards. Were you sur-
prised by the incredible reaction?
LOPEZ: ‘Totally. I thought it was great. 1
was totally flattered. Classy, sexy, femi-
nine—those are the things I look for in
clothes. I don't like anything that looks
cheap. [ don’t go for overtly sexual
things. 1 like things that leave something
to the imagination—provocative but
classy. I can wear the dress from Versa-
ce, or a Calvin Klein boatneck with no
sleeves, or the Audrey Hepburn-type
dress with a pair of low pumps and feel
just as comfortable.
PLAYBOY: So how did you end up in that
slashed-down-the-middle dress?
LOPEZ: I was working, so my stylist col-
lected stuff for me to look at. She knows
what I like. We try on different things
and we take Polaroids to see how they
photograph, since it’s for TV and there
will be paparazzi. Then I have to decide
what I feel best in. I loved that dress. I'd
seen it on Donatella Versace, who wore it
to the Met one night. Two days before
(continued on page 152)
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A Big Winner:

“You see so much money in sports,”
said John, a gambler turned bookie at the
University of Arizona, “you feel entitled to
get in on the action yourself.” John began
placing bets with a campus bookie within
a week of arriving at school, and when his
bookie graduated, he inherited the opera-
tion. In his two years of faking bets, he
made more than $150,000 from about 75
regular gamblers, maostly fellow college
students.

He used the system favored by most
college bookies. Each client got a number
and maintained a running account, or
“book.” Nearly all communication was
done by cell phone. The less everybody
knew about one another, the better. He
paid his tuition and his girlfriend’s tuition,
funded big parties, traveled and lived
farge. “Being al the top was definitely

—r

worth it," he said.

To limit his liability, John never accept-
ed bets over $1000 and never let any-
one’s debt exceed $500. In a typical week
he would do $50,000 in business and usu-
ally came out on top. In a busy week, he
waorked three or four hours a day and, in
the last eight months of his operation, he
netted around $80,000.

John's employees included a book-
keeper, a collector and several lower-tier
“runners” (all students), who took the
bets. Clients often called begging for
credit, but John stuck to his rules. If a stu-
dent could not pay him cash, John accept-
ed bicycles, television sets and VCRs.

“And | never wanted to know who they
were,” he said, echoing other campus
bookies who often draw a sharp line be-
tween friends and clients.

“Il's a dangerous business. If I'd been
caught 1 would have been expelled and
probably prosecuted,” he said. “We were
always the winner in the end. Collecting

College students love to

bet. How much? pLaYBoY
talked to students at more
than 50 colleges and uni-
versities across the country
about their wagering ways.
Odds are, you won’t believe
what we found.

bets is so much better than placing them,
because the house always wins in the
end." When John graduated last year, he
left his operation to one of his runners
who “showed promise.” John himself still
bets, but he has abandoned bookmaking

for the risks of the stock market.
(text concluded on page 177)




A\ How many girls can you have sex with
i\ in 2 semester? In this wager, guys usually
1A - put $50 in a pot and use a point system

=l = | (’ e that assigns different values lo different
=\ 4 - sexual conquests. Details vary from cam-
e Bl * pus to campus, but it usually goes some-
’ el thing like this:
’E‘d ¢ ¢l (-~ one point (You get one point for

e B 3 - having a girlfriend to have sex with, not a
> ' point every time you sleep with her.)
o 3] £ - - ' one and a half points
- - five points
oy  half a point
' (% 3 Lry .+ -/~ four points
_ L half a point
=== ' | Iwo points (must be certi-
fied gorgeous by every guy in the pool)

% p : : one
TR point
B0 [~ one and a half points

& s C = C L] - - 9
. - . . i. - ' - - ‘
. - = -
L) a LJ
20 = Al - 5 - JUOUL
] - . -
L L

Sex Bets:

In this contesl, conquests are catego-
rized for diversity: redhead, blonde, bru-
netie, athiete, cheerleader, Asian, Indian,
African American, Swedish (and so on)
each worth one point. At the end of the se-
mester the top scorer takes the pot.

How many girls can you have sex with
in one night?

How many girls in the new pledge class
of a certain soraority can you sleep with?

In many fraternities, the first new mem-
ber who has sex on the fraternity seal gels
$100, collected from other members of
the pledge class.

Are her boobs real or fake?

Will she spit or swallow?

N e ST - half a point
i_,.,.,%' "_ = "y
/‘l{:‘; ; ;\ ol s o = P
1 : . T - = 3 : T v
I'm Drunker Than You Are: AR ¢ SR
A i N @
In this wager, popular at Ohio State, the University of Con- i’?‘% *___\_:};4_‘1; > W S e
necticut, Harvard, East Carolina, Penn State and Michigan % 35 A ¥ N R -
State, the prop is a Breathalyzer of the sort police use to mea- > Fas %) ~ é-/,gj\ 1 '
sure the level of alcohol in a person’s blood. The contest pits N %} = -—r-_) L -
two guys against each other. One of them calls for the device, & O g S > ::
often part of a bar's equipment, stored behind the bar and each LT 6 = é 3
gambler offers up his breath. The winner is the drinker who = = -
would be least qualified fo drive, and the loser usually hands
over $5—or buys the winner a beer—and tries 1o caich up on

the next round. “Double or nothing™ usually works.




The Sadistic-Practices of. Some College Bogkies:

Beyging didn't work. Nor did promisc: Lhat they would be
getting more money soon. But severi Jniversity of >
Tennessee students were able to gel .ore credit from their
bookies when, with the bookies watching, they ate light -
bulbs and spoonfuls of another student's vomit.

A group of students at Boslon Col-
lege were convinced that they had all
done badly on a Spanish midterm.
“So we started saying, ‘I bet I did
worse than you,” and ‘I'll give you 10
bucks if you got an A,” Jay recalls.
“So | decided to make odds for the
test and become the bookie for the
Spanish class while we waited for
the grades to be posted. | gave 1-5
odds to straight-up beat me, because
1 knew | did shitty and | didn't want lo
lose too badly. But then | gave 31 i
odds to beal me by five points and More Proof That God Looks After Drunks (and Gamblers):
4-1 odds to beat me by more than 15 —_— — — ———
points. | think I lost about 10 bucks. A Georgetown University stu-
We're doing it again for the final. dent mingled shots of tequila
This time, of course, we have to with bolder and bolder online
make the odds before we take the bets until he finally collapsed in-
test, or people might blow the exam to bed. He woke up with the hazi-
just to win the bet.” est memories of the night be-
fore—and dread about what he
might have done. When he checked
his online account he found it

had $9000 more than when he
had cracked the tequila bottle. “I
don't call it a system,” he said.
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Busting Bookies: |
R e —

Convicting a student bookmaker is tough. If the student is a
first-time offender, authorities tend to look the other way, unless vio-
lence is involved. In 1998 a student bookie at the University of Florida
hired a “collector,” who happened to be a police informant, to per-
suade another student to pay his gambling debt. Law enforcement au-
thorities quoted in The Chronicle of Higher Education said the bookie
told the collector to employ “any means necessary—including break-
ing the student’s fingers and toes.”

S\ \DEL - DE LACRUZ ...

ELB A AMERICA'S R MIDDLEWEIGHT (HM\HOHSHIP

BOXING! :
IT'S BETTER LIVE!

A

The Sad Tale of
the Silly Little
— S Rileh 'Kid:

) &>C  “Hewas a total baller,” recalled a friend of
- a well-heeled recent graduate of a New Eng-
75 1t land college. For him, college was a blur of _.
—3-—— craps and blackjack at various casinos and
routine bets of thousands of dollars on foot-
____ ball games.

'j.l- -
I ¢k

:?| | Red mért:

“| told my roomy that | ate nothing but red rope licorice,” a student
at Virginia Commonwealth University said. “He said | was exaggerat-
ing. | told him that in the name of science I'd eat nothing but red rope.
He bet me $20 that | couldn'l do it for 2 week. After three days, | was
in the fetal position and shilting red stufi. | gave my roommate $20
dollars and proceeded to throw up for the next two days straight. | per-
formed my experiment in the name of science and it failed.”

e “He’d come home and say, ‘I i
. won six grand last night,’ or 02
~“Shit, | dropped nine grand last

" night.” He could alwaysget '
= the money. And college book-
“)— " ies, usually his classmates, f&——

=== rarely displayed impatience.  j¢-

Other College Bets:

Who won't be back next semester?

How long can you go without changing your sheets?

How long can you go without doing laundry?

How long can you wear the same jeans?

How many classes can you skip without failing?

How many days into the winter can you wear shorts?

Who will dare to defecate on a rival fraternity's property? (Often, an
upperclassman will announce, “I have $20 here for the pledge
whao's got the balls to shit on their parch,” or some other rallying cry.)

Who will be the first to drop out of the fraternity due to hazing?

How many days will Professor X wear the same sweater vest?

How long will the residents of a house, apartment or fraternity allow
dirty dishes to sit around?

How many different meals can you make using ramn noodles?

Who will puke during drinking games?

After college, according to his friend (he m:,,c;
refused to be interviewed), he moved to Cal- " ~"'"
- ifornia and devoted all his time to partying,
getting laid and gambling. He also met a real = ¢
—— bookie, the sort who never went near a col-
lege. Very shortly afterward, he was down ~—
— $32,000. His bookie was blunt. “Listen, bro,
you're rich. So pay up,” he said. Motivated,
B — the young man sold stock, paid his debts and
/ f? - drew the attention of his father, who demand- o
L < —_ gd that he attend Gamblers Anonymous " * ="
meetings.

Oouble up, double up, double up.




“If you say John Madden to any guy my
age, he’'ll know what you're talking about,”
said Joe, a junior at the University of Ten-
nessee. His gambling focuses on John
Madden Football, a Sony PlayStation
game. He has never bet on a real football
game in his life, but he's a big-time
PlayStation gambler. “It's like betting on
your own performance. You have some
control over the game. Everyone that
comes into our room wants to play for
money. It definitely brings up the intensity.
One of our friends throws the controllers
and hits stuff. He put a few holes in the
wall too. He has a lot of rage. It’s a tough
game and it's pretty realistic. We play all
the time so sometimes we pick old-timer
teams, like the 1985 Bears versus the
1986 Giants, just to keep it interesting.”

Joe's friends have established a John
Madden Football season, in which each
person picks a team and “becomes” them
for a six-week season. All the players an-
te up different sums (usually $10) at the
beginning of the season. If you miss a
“game” or otherwise inconvenience the
other players, chances are you get a $5
penalty. The player with the best record at
the end of the season gets the whole pot.
“You'd overhear these guys at parties talk-
ing about the upsets in their video game
series. ‘Did you hear Johany lost to Mike
today?’ They'd rank their players, too,”
Joe said.

Techno Gambler:

Greg graduated in December 1999 with a science
degree from a prestigious school in upstate New York,
and gambling was certainly part of his education.

He began betting in his fraternity house. “You
wake up on Saturday morning and there's nothing to &7
do, so you throw $25 on a game,” he said. He kept . r-

track of his gambling with an Excel spreadsheet on lf), Ty
his computer. “| logged the date of each bel and de- § [ ==1a
scribed the wager, like ‘took Rams for $200." On the g/
next column | wrote whether | won or lost and then | | o, 5
=
=

five to 10 percent the bookie takes. When it came
time to square up on Sunday, | always knew where |
was. All week, you win some and you lose some. It's |
important to keep irack of how you're doing." ‘
He eventually stopped using his computer. “Even | Q}
though you can delete files, experts can still locate o >
them on your PC. Eventually, | went to paper. You can
burn paper,” he said. -
He doesn't see why some people want to suppress
his hobby. “Who cares about $50 on a footbali game
when there are five lines of coke sitting on the table?
It's by far the lesser of two evils."

figured the math plus or minus the juice, which is the | ‘

Here, Kid, the First One's Free

|
(and So Is the Second, and the Third): |

A group of gamblers at Richmond University in Virginia figured out how to
make the most of an Internet gambling site that offered a one-time-only $25 cred-
it to lure new customers. The site's backers were confident that a $25 giveaway
would be a good investment and that no one could collect twice because a play-
et's identification was registered when he logged on. But university computers do
not record log-ons of individuals, and each time a student logged on, he received

_| another free $25 to play with.

In this popular campus endurance contest, the idea is to see who can stay on a
couch the longest without getting up—or falling asleep. Brief bathroom breaks
are permitted. Food must be delivered by a noncompetitor. A contestant can
watch movies, play video games, read or {alk to friends. He loses if he leaves the
couch, even to change the TV channels if, as often happens, he loses the remote.
A student at MSU claims the national title, with 28 hours of potatoness.




“If you're looking for Tarzan, he went for a walk with his monkey!”
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"What girl doesn’t wont to be in PLAYBOYZ"
asks boat-rocking sailor Sherry Lynne
White, who chose o circuitous path to our
poges. Her stops along the way include
(left, top to bottom): Hawaoii, in her dress
whites; at a port in Russia in 1996,
surrounded by Russion sailors for a

bit of Sherry-style glosnost; skydiving

in May 1998; and posing with Spike

Lee after appeoring in his Navy

recruiting commerciol last year.

NAVAL

join us in saluting a woman who's making waves

"o, ENGAGEMENT

W HEN SHE WAS growing up in New Jersey, Sher-
ry Lynne White had a couple of ambitions.
First, she wanted to serve in the U.S. Navy, like her
father and her cousins; second, she wanted o pose
for pLAYBOY, like the beautiful women in her dad’s
copies of the magazine. And now she’s done both—
which has caused quite a stir on a naval base in
Hawaii, where female sailors aren’t supposed to
pose for the most popular men's magazine avail-
able in the base store. “It's OK for men to look at,
but it’s not OK for the women to pose in,” says
Naval Information Systems Technician Second
Class (that’s computer whiz to us civilians) Sherry,
who first heard that her superiors were displeased
when pLAYBOY ran a photo of her in February's
Grapeuvine. “They gave me the Junior Sailor of the
Year award that day, and two hours later they gave
me a letter of instruction [a nonpunitive censure]
for appearing in Grapevine. And they asked me 1o
contact PLAYBOY and ask them not to print any
more pictures of me.” She contacted us, all right—
not to end her association with the magazine but to
turn up the heat on a modeling and acting career
that began a couple of years ago, when she began to
work hard at getting in shape and found that she
enjoyed bikini contests and calendar modeling.
Since then, she’s made appearances on Baywaich
Hawaii and in 2 Navy commercial directed by Spike
Lee. Now Sherry, who after eight years on duty is
leaving the service in October (maybe sooner, de-
pending on the fallout from this pictorial), is ready
to pursue her new career. “I used to be a tomboy,”
she says, “and when 1 first got into the Navy, I loved
blood and guts. But by the end of my fourth year, I
turned into a girl somehow. I don't know what hap-
pened, but I'm going to go with it.”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEN NISHINO






For these photos, Sherry spent five days at the
lush Paul Mitchell Estate, on Oahu. (It's run by
Overseas Connection: villasoftheworld.com.)
“For five days we worked, but we took long
breaks and went out to dinner every night,”
she says. “We had a fabulous time.”

Sugse (‘)

\
\ &l




I.\\.i
4 .{1

\\\







Sherry has done swimsuit modeling for a
couple of years, but she had no problem
doffing everything for the camera. “Gosh, it
was nothing,” she says with a laugh. “It was
tasteful and professional, and afterward,

1 didn't even feel like getting dressed.” .




by robert b. desalvo

Edgar Allan Poe once asked, “Is all
that we see or seem but a dream within
a dream?” Had he lived in this century,
he might have been referring to a sub-
terranean netherworld in Beverly Hills
dubbed the Galerie Morpheus. Opened
in 1996, the six-room underground
gallery is one of a handful in the world
to feature surreal and fantastic artwork
by such masters as Jacek Yerka, Wayne
Douglas Barlowe, De Es Schwertber-
ger, Zdzislaw Beksinski, Gérard Di-
Maccio, Sebastian Kruger (whose
renowned celebrity caricatures
have appPared inpL
most famously, H.R. Giger o
movie fame. “The gallery’s paintings
and sculptures range from the haunt-
ing and erotic to the spiritual and
whimsical,” says curator and publisher
James Cowan.

Cowan founded Morpheus Interna-
tional in 1987 (with a $70,000 credit
card loan) in order to publish an Eng-

lish-language art book of Giger’s night-
marish but oddly erotic biomechanical
visions.Two rooms in the gallery are
devoted to the Swiss artist, one of

\"
.,
.. ‘*sm !

UL

which features a looming life-size
Alien-head sculpture—as well as a
head cast of Giger himself.

Unlike a lot of contemporary art
(which Cowan insists “could be repro-
duced with equal facility by an astig-
matic chimpanzee the morning follow-
ing a prolonged drinking binge”),
Galerie Morpheus works only with
artists solidly grounded in the craft of
painting. Most of the artists Morpheus
nurtures are trained in Europe in the
tradition of the Old Masters. In addition
to the publishing and gallery opera-
tions, Morpheus licenses projects like a
line of Giger figures for McFarlane Toys
and a movie based on the popular
book Barlowe’s Inferno (director James
Cameron calls it “an awesome visual
work, taking us into a contorted land-
scape of the damned which Dante him-
self could never have imagined”).One
could apply the same quote to the
Galerie Morpheus itself.

¥

Too weird for words: The Grip by De Es Schwertbzrger (top), Jack by Sebastian Kruger (above). Clackwise from below left: Li Il by

H.R. Giger, Gobi Lighthouse by Judson Huss

pe XIX by Giger, Burr gh;?y‘lkm?er, Femme by Gérard Di-Maccio.
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“Time for me to take off, but I'll be here tomorrow as usual.”
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The
Black
Rnd
White
Sistors

used to cut their lawn for them, before they

paved it over, that is. It was the older one, Moira,

the one with the white hair and vanilla skirt, who

gave me the bad news. “Vincent,” she said, “Cait-
lin and I have deaded to do without the lawn—and the shrubs
and flowers, too.” (We were in her kitchen at the time, a place
from which every hint of color had been erased. Caitlin was hov-
ering in the doorway with her vulcanized hair and cream-pie
face, and my name is Larry, not Vincent—just to give you some
perspective.)

1 shuffled my feet and ducked my head. “So you won’t be
needing a gardener anymore, then?”

Moira exchanged a look with her sister, who was my age ex-
actly: 42. I know, because we were in school together, all three of
us, from elementary through junior high, when their parents
took them to live in New York. Not long after that the parents
died and left them a truckload of money, and eventually they
made their way back to California to take up residence in the
family manse, which has something like 20 rooms and two full
acres of lawns and flower beds, which 1 knew intimately. Moira
wasn’t much to look at anymore—too pinned-back and severe—
but Caitlin, if you caught her in the (continued on page 166)

fiction By T. Coraghessan Boyle

moira wore white and caitlin wore black.
no third color was permitted. they may not
have been the craziest employers i'd
landscaped for, but they came close

PAINTING BY KINUKO Y. CRAFT
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FALL AND WINTER FASHION FORECAST

THE BRITISH ARE COMING, THE BRITISEH ARE COMING
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Cor! At right, starting from the left, Galan wears a DKNY suit [$595), turtle-
neck by Burberry [$185) and Ray-Ban sunglasses [$79). That’s a jacket by
Paul Smith [$975), turtleneck by BCBG [$186) and Burberry trousers [$165)
on Chris. Jeppe completes the group in a Holland and Holland blazer
{$810), Nicole Farhi vest [$230) and Icarus trousers [$188).
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Above: The Byron on the left broods in a Paul Smith jacket [$1325) and trousers [$350), and

a Teflon-c
Burberry ($

lone suit {.

ed wool vest by Holland and Holland [$245, by special order). His shirt is
35) with shoes by Paul Smith [$350]). Young master Chris wears a Maurice Ma-
00) with a turtieneck by Burberry [$450). Opposite page: London’s calling

Jeppe, who's a handful in a suit by Rene Lezard [$875) with a Burberry sweater [$285).
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ASSISTANT FASHION EDITDR:
SAMANTHA SCHOENGOLO

HAIR: FREDERICK PARNELL/BANTRY
MAKEUP: JIM BREESE

WOMEN'S CLOTHING STYLIST: SUSAN JOY
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playboy profile By David Rensin

harold ramis is the comic force behind animal

house, caddyshack, ghostbusters,

ground-

hog day and bedazzled. now that’s funny

arold Ramis’ résumé reads like |

a film festival of generation-
defining comedies. As writer,
director or actor (or some
combination), he has been
involved in Animal House, Meaiballs, Nation-
al Lampoon’s Vacation, Caddyshack (I and II),
Stripes, Ghostbusiers (I and II), Back te School,

1967 original that starred Peter Cook as the dev-
il and Dudley Moore as the poor schlep who
sells his soul for the love of a girl. This time
Brendan Fraser is the hapless fellow, Frances
O’Connor his object of desire, and Elizabeth
Hurley brings out the devil in herself and us.

PLAYBOY: Let’s start by revealing that you began
your career at PLAYBOY, editing the Party Jokes
page. You later did a few Playboy Interviews. Can
we take credit for your success?

RAMIs: Sure!

PLAYBOY: You interviewed Dick Cavett, Rowan
and Martin and Tiny Tim. How pleased are you
that you've had a longer career than any of your
subjects?

raMis: |Chuckles] When 1 interviewed Dick Cav-

1967 original?

ramis: I saw it when it came out. I was a huge fan
of Peter Cook and Dudley Moore. I loved their
smart stuff, especially Beyond the Fringe, Bedaz-
zled was also a treat. Years later I mentioned it to
Trevor Albert, who has been my partner for 21
years, and after we made a deal at Fox, he found

| out they had the rights and suggested trying to
Multiplicity, Groundhog Day and Analyze This. |
His latest movie is Bedazzled, a remake of the |

ett | thought, Gee, I want Dick Cavett to inter- |

view me. Years later, when he had a show on
CNBC, he did. I reminded him of the Playboy
Interview and he remembered my somehow
driving him crazy. But I suppose being in-
terviewed for eight hours would drive anyone
crazy.

rLAYBOY: We'll try to keep it short.

raMis: Thanks. I may have to get back to direct-
ing this movie at any moment.

pLAYBOY: That would be your latest film, Be-
dazzled, starring Brendan Fraser and Eliza-

beth Hurley. Why did you want to remake the |

remake it.

PLAYBOY: In the movie, the main character gets
seven wishes. If you had seven wishes now, what
would they be?

RaMis: [Chuckles] It goes back to Groundhog Day.
1t would be cool to do whatever I wanted to do—
without consequences.

pLAYBOY: For instance?

ramis: I wish I could eat anything 1 want and not
gain weight—but that’s pretty shallow [laughs].
Sometimes I wish I could go back to being 21,
knowing what 1 know now.

pLAYBOY: If you knew then what you know now,
what would you know?

rAMIS: What to worry about and what not to wor-
ry about, that’s for sure.

I feel I've already fulfilled the big desires and
sampled enough of the things a lot of people
might wish for. I know what it’s like to have
money—more money than I ever thought I
would have, though not as much, obviously, as
some people have. And I'm well known enough
to understand what that’s all about. And 1 in-
dulged myself in lots of, uh, fantasy behavior
when I was younger. [Pauses] I wish I could fly
unaided.
pLAYBOY: You'd rather fly than be invisible?
raMmis: Those are both good.

PLAYBOY: Why cast a woman as the devil?

ramis: 1 was lying in bed with my wife, saying,
“*Who could replace Peter Cook today?” She
said, “Why can’t the devil be a woman?” That’s

ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID LEVINE
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Clockwise from top left: Director Harold Ramis shores a laugh with 12 siep-challenged Al Franken in the Saturday Night Live crossaver flick
Stuart Saves His Family. Rabert De Niro gets a grip on psychiatrist Billy Crystal and spoofs his gangster-role legacy in last year's blockbuster
Analyze This. John Belushi is a toga-wearing booze mechanic in the Ramis-written mother of all party movies, Natianal Lompaan’s Animal
House. Meg Ryan cocks her pistol in the security-guard farce Armed and Dangerous. Ramis directs Andie MacDowell and Michael Keaton
in the cloning comedy Multiplicity. Punxsutawney Phil watches Ramis and Bill Murray do the time warp again in Graundhog Day. Ramis,
Murray, Dan Aykroyd and Ernie Hudson try not to cross their beams while saving New York City from the wrath of Zuul in Ghostbusters.

e

her knee-jerk response to all
questions that have even a con-
ceivable feminist answer [laughs].
I thought, Well, why not? Then,
the more I played with the con-
cept, it occurred to me that more
than half the people I mentioned
Beda:zzled to only remember Rac-
quel Welch in it. She had about
two minutes of screen time, in red
lingerie, playing one of the sev-
en deadly sins—lust. Yet it made
more of an impact on people than
anything else in the film.
PLAYBOY: Name your seven ideal
Jeopardy categories.
rRamis: One is Foods That End in
“Hamburger.” What else? The
Films of Harold Ramis. I've want-
ed to be on Celebrity Jeopardy.
I watched them tape once. Alex
Trebek actually greeted me from
the stage: “Ladies and gentle-
men, we have a distinguished
guest, one of the Ghostbusters.” In
front of the audience, he asked
(continued on page 158)
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“I think it’s about time we had a little talk,
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LI'S FARLE

ERISSA FARE is a testament to how
K a positve self-image can help a

woman bloom. As a former tom-
boy who grew up poor in Riverside,
California, the fresh-faced 23-year-old
didn't always have a love affair with the
camera. “1 used to run from it,” she
says. “I had low self-esteem and I al-
ways wore jeans and T-shirts with my
hair pulled back—I was 150 pounds
Just a few years ago! 1 did my school-
work and graduated early because 1
wanted to move out on my own.” On
her own at age 17, Kerissa learned self-
sufficiency at an early age. “1 was a
latchkey kid. When I was 11, 1 cooked
for myself and cleaned the house for
my dad because he worked two jobs
to support my brother and me. (Her
mother left when Kerissa was young.)
But I wouldn't change anything about
my childhood—I'm glad 1 grew up in-
dependent and knew how to take care
of myself.”

Given her hardscrabble background,
it should not come as a surprise that
Kerissa is open to the unexpected. “I
love to take risks and try new things,”
she says. The list includes waterskiing,
roller-skating and jet skiing. Profes-
sionally, Kerissa has taken a stab at
everything, from veterinary assistant to
pool shark. “I've been playing pool for
about six years,” she says. “I got a fake
ID when I was 17 and started playing
in a local pool hall. I eventually hooked
up with another girl pool player and
we did a tournament together and won
a trip to Vegas. It was really rad.”

Harmony, an empowerment course
that Kerissa took in Sacramento,

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
RICHARD FEGLEY AND
STEPHEN WAYDA
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Kerissa radiates an uncntical amount of positive energy and atiitude. “I talk to every man, whether he’s ugly ar not,” she says. “I always
walk around with o huge smile on my face and everybody says, “What are you so happy about2’ I'm just alive and I'm here ond | have
a lot going on that | didn't have before. It might sound redlly crazy, but | acludlly do get along with everybody.”
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completely changed her life.
“I became a woman after that
course,” she confesses. “I got in
touch with myself and my femi-
ninity.” Although people com-
pare her to Claudia Schiffer and
Pamela Anderson, Kerissa con-
siders Marilyn Monroe a role
model, especally after seeing
one of her movies at the Playboy
Mansion. “Marilyn was sweet
and innocent, yet she wasn’t,”
she says. “But she was friendly
with everybody, male or female,
and it wasn't threatening to her.
Marilyn could talk to a man and
treat him like a person and not
feel like he was coming on to her.
That’s how I feel.”

Now that Miss September’s
modeling career is on the right
track with stints for Bacardi and
the new Zebrahead CD, this sin-
gle blonde’s ambition is to find a
man whose joie de vivre match-
es her own. “I like a guy with a
great sense of humor, someone
with a quick wit who I can have
fun with,” she says. “One time
my boyfriend got up at seven in
the morning and said, ‘I'm going
to make you a surprise. Go back
to sleep and I'll wake you up
when it’s ready.” An hour and a
half later, he blindfolded me and
led me upstairs to the bathroom.
I heard Sade playing and when
he took off my blindfold, I saw
that he had filled the Jacuzzi with
milk and little flower-shaped
candles. He told me that Cleopa-
tra used to take milk baths every
day and that I deserved it, too.
So he bathed me in milk and
shaved my legs. That was some-
thing I'll never, ever forget. It
was amazing.” We suspect they
both milked the experience for
all it was worth.

“| believe you should olways go for
your dream,” says Kerisso. “Don’t
ever feel like you con't do some-
thing. A lot of people think they
hove to work the normal job or do
what their parents tell them to do.
Always strive for the impossible,
becouse the impossible is some-
times within your reach.”
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PLAYBOY’S PARTY JOKES

A man wondered if having sex on the Sabbath
was a sin, so he asked a priest for his opinion.
“Sex is work,” the cleric replied, “and not per-
mitted on Sundays.”

He asked a minister and got the same reply,
so he sought out a rabbi. “My son,” the rabbi
replied, “sex is play.”

“How can you be sure,” the man asked,
“when so many others have told me that sex is
work?”

“If sex were work,” the rabbi replied, “my
wife would have the maid do it.”

BUMPER STICKER OF THE MONTH: Save your
breath. You'll need it to blow up your date.

The owner of a small deli was being ques-
tioned by an IRS agent about his tax return,
which reported a net profit of $80,000 for the
year. “Why don’t you people leave me alone?”
the shopkeeper said. “I work like a dog and 1
take only three days off a year, and you want to
know how I made $80,000?"

“It’s not your income that bothers us,” the
agent said. “It’s these deductions. You listed
six trips to Bermuda for you and your wife.”

*Well, we deliver!”

A freshman and his date were writhing on

the motel bed when the girl had a change of

heart. “I suppose you're going to tell me now
that you're waiting for Mr. Right,"” he said
dejectedly.

“Don't be silly,” the girl laughed. “I'm wait-
ing for Mr. Big.”

Why do most men prefer to marry a virgin?
To avoid criticism.

This monTH'S MOST FREQUENT SUBMISSION: “Doc,
1 have a sexual performance problem,” the
embarrassed fellow confessed.

“Oh, that's not a problem for men any-
more,” the physician said. “Viagra does the
trick. You take a little blue pill and your prob-
lems are history.” The doctor gave the man a
prescription and sent him on his way.

A couple of weeks later, the doctor ran into
his patient on the street. “Doc,” the man ex-
claimed, “I've got to thank you. This drug is a
miracle! I've had sex 14 times in the past eight
days!”

“Well, I'm glad to hear that," the physician
said. “And what does your wife think about it?”

“I don't know,” the man replied. “I haven't
been home yet!”

Asa passenger ship passed a small island, a
bearded man could be seen shouting and furi-
ously waving his arms. “Who is that?” a pas-
senger asked the captain.

“I have no idea,” the captain replied. “But
every year when we pass he goes nuts.”

E~Jox|a OF THE MONTH: A doctor in a mental
ward saw a couple of patients behaving strange-
ly. The first man was sitting on the edge of his
bed, clutching an imaginary steering wheel
and making car noises.

“What are you doing?” the doctor asked.

“Why, I'm driving to Barcelona,” the fellow
replied.

In the next bed the doctor saw some ener-
getic activity going on underneath the covers.
Pulling them back he found a naked man lying
facedown on the mattress. “And what are you
doing?” the doctor asked.

“Well,” the man confided, “while that guy's
in Barcelona, I'm fucking his wife.”

What's the difference between an accordionist
and a 16-inch pizza? The pizza can feed a fam-
ily of four.

A skeptical man went to see a fortune teller.
“Ah,” the old woman murmured as she gazed
into her crystal ball, “1 see you are the father of
two children.”

“That’s what you think,” said the man scorn-
fully. “I'm the father of three children.”

“No,"” the fortune teller replied, “that’s what
you think."

ALy W

PLaveoy cLassic: Two elderly women were sit-
ting on the front porch sipping ice teas. One
turned to the other and asked, “Do you still get
horny?”

“Oh, sure I do,” the other replied.

“What do you do about it?”

“I suck a lifesaver.”

“Oh,” the first lady replied. “Who drives you
to the beach?”

Send your jokes on postcards to Party Jokes Editor;
PLAYBOY, 680 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago,
Hlinois 60611, or by e-mail to jokes@playboy.com.
$100 will be paid to the contributor whose submis-
ston is selected. Sorry, jokes cannot be returned.



“Stop applauding, damn it! You're making the lights go on and off!”
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THE WILDEST NEW WHEELS AT THE TOKYO MOTOR SHOW
cars by KEN GROSS
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cles displayed at the most re-

cent Tokyo Motor Show, we

nominate five (pictured here)
as ones we'd definitely like to see make
it to the States. Let's hope the normally
conservative Japanese car manufactur-
ers hear our prayers. Suzuki’'s EV-
Sport roadster proves that “green” cars
needn't be boring. Powering the road-
ster is a clean-running electric motor.
When the EV-Sport’s battery pack runs
down, a 400cc two-cylinder gas engine
kicks in and keeps the car going until
the batteries are recharged. Renault’s
partnership with Nissan means that
some of the French firm’s most innova-
tive concepts may find their way here.
If that happens, we think the Renault
Fiftie coupe, which celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the Ferdinand Porsche—
influenced 4CV, should be one of the
first models imported. The Fiftie is
wide, with a relatively long wheelbase.
Although very short, it's surprisingly
roomy inside. Horizontal grille bars and
a roly-poly roofline are two styling cues
from the 1946 version. The entire roof
slides open at the push of a button and
a 60-hp four-cylinder engine is under
the hood. Look for other carmakers to
copy Subaru’s Fleet-X experimental
station wagon. Using lightweight ma-
terials such as plastic and aluminum,
Subaru’s engineers reduced the stan-
dard Legacy's weight by 30 percent
without losing crashworthiness. With
the Fleet-X' shorter and lighter four-
cylinder power plant and resin win-
dows instead of glass, its fuel economy
increased by 40 percent. The new
Lexus Sport Coupe’s aluminum hard-
top electronically folds and disappears
into the trunk in 20 seconds. Inside the
coupe there’s walnut and leather ga-
lore. A 300-hp, 4.3-liter V8 engine with
variable valve timings, mated to a five-
speed automatic, hustles the Sport
Coupe to 60 in under six seconds. This
sleek 2+2 will replace current Lexus
SC300 and 400 models early next year.
The price? Figure on $60,000 or more.
Mazda's rotary-powered RX-Evolv
2+2 concept car will reprise its much-
missed RX-7 sport coupe, but the com-
pany’s future lies in small vans, such
as the Neospace, which uses the RX-
Evolv’s front-opening, half-size rear
doors to optimize passenger access.
“Floating” seats supported on a single
thin strut, a sunken rear floor and a
horizontally split twin tailgate help it
accommodate a wide range of loads
and functions. The dash panel mid-
way between the driver and the pas-
senger automatically adapts to the
driver's view when the driver’s seat is
adjusted. Make a wish that we see most
of these wheels here.
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this season, the last
are likely to be first,
and vice verso

erry Jones yearns for the days of yore
when his Cowboys were winning Super Bowls and
Dallas was the center of the football universe. Back
then the NFL cherished its dynasties.

Jones purchased the Cowboys in 1989 and, playing
by rules he inherited, built one of the deepest, fastest,
youngest champions in NFL history. His Cowboys
became the first team in history to win three Super
Bowls in four years (1992-1995). They went to four
consecutive NFC title games and won five consecu-
tive Eastern Division titles. Jones may well have built
the greatest team in NFL history.

But we'll never know: The NFL changed the rules
on Jones. Free agency arrived in 1993, the salary cap
in 1994, and dynasties disappeared in 1996 after the
Cowboys won that third Super Bowl.

“I believe if free agency hadn’t come in, Dallas
might have won four or five Super Bowls in a row,”
Denver coach Mike Shanahan says. “Free agency
broke up a young, very talented football team.”

The salary cap prevents teams from assembling a
cavalcade of stars like Jones displayed in Dallas with
Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, Michael Irvin, Larry
Allen, Charles Haley and Deion Sanders. The salary
cap limits spending by each team, so all 53 of your
players can’t become multimillionaires. Spending
limitations plus free agency allow players who can’t
command superstar money from one team to get it
from another. The Cowboys have lost almost 50 play-
ers in free agency since the window opened in 1993,
including 13 who started Super Bowls.

The current system does not allow the good teams
to stay good. It's designed to tear down the strong
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The final play of Super Bawl XXXIV: Rams linebacker Mike Janes staps
the furiaus bid by Titans receiver Kevin Dysan ta fie the game.




LAYBOY’:

Washington 12-4
NY Giants 9-7*
Arizona 8-8

Tampa Bay 11-5
Chicago 9-7*
CENTRAL RELIRR"

St. Louis 11-5
Carolina 9-7*
Atlanta 7-9

Indianapolis 12-4
Buffalo 9-7*
NY Jets 8-8

Tennessee 12-4
Jacksonville 10-6*

CENTRAL BN N &

Kansas City 10-6
Oakland 9-7
Denver 8-8

PICKS

Dallas 7-9
Philadelphia 6-10

Green Bay 7-9
Minnesota 5-11

New Orleans 6-10
San Francisco 5-11

Miami 7-9
New England 5-11

Pittsburgh 7-9
Cincinnati 5-11
Cleveland 4-12

San Diego 7-9
Seattle 6-10

AFC champion: Indianapolis
NFC champion: Washington

SUPE!

BOWL CHAMP

D.L fu

INDIANAPOLIS
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*Wild card playoff qualifiers

and build up the weak. So say good-bye
to dynasties and hello to parity. Win-
ning has never been more difficult for
the Cowboys, 49ers and Bills—teams
that dominated the NFL in the days be-
fore salary caps and free agency.

“It’s like trying to catch a big fish on
a small test line,” jones says.

What has parity wrought? In the
past three years, six Super Bowl berths
have been up for grabs. Five differ-
ent teams have grabbed them. Only
the Denver Broncos have doubled up.
Eighteen division titles have been
up for grabs. Seventeen teams have
grabbed them. Only jacksonville has
won twice. Everyone in the AFC East
has won a division title since the arrival
of the salary cap. In today’s NFL you
can rebuild in one year, so there are no
longer any favorites.

The St. Louis Rams couldn’t muster
a winning season from 1990 through
1998. They lost 99 games and finished
in last place in the NFC West six times.
But the Rams staged a worst-to-first
transformation in 1999, bolting from a
4-12 record in 1998 to 13-3 and an
NFL championship. The Indianapolis
Colts orchestrated a worst-to-first turn-
around in the AFC East, going from
3-131in 1998 to 15-3 1n 1999. The Ten-
nessee Titans went five years in a row
without a winning season, from 1994 to
1998. Last January they found them-
selves 13-3 and in the Super Bowl.

The draft also conspires for parity.
Bad teams are rewarded with higher
draft picks, which translate into better
players. All those atrocious seasons in
the Nineties gave the Rams premium
draft choices. They picked in the top
10 eight times, and five of those se-
lections—Kevin Carter, Torry Holt,
Todd Lyght, Orlando Pace and Grant
Wistrom—started in the Super Bowl.
Compare that with the Bills, who didn'’t
have a single top 10 pick in the Nine-
ties, and the Cowboys and 49ers, who
had two apiece.

So when you go looking for presea-
son favorites each season, forget about
the winners. Study the losers. In to-
day’s NFL, winners don't stay winners
and losers don’t stay losers.

NFC EAST

The last time expectations soared to
these heights in the nation’s capital was
1992. The Washington Redskins were
coming off a Super Bowl champion-
ship and fully expected to repeat. But
they couldn’t even repeat as division
champs. One stadium, two coaches and
five quarterbacks later, their Super
Bowl visions are back.

Norv Turner finally delivered what
he promised when he was hired as
head coach in 1994—an offense that

{continued on page 144)
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article By Glenn O'Brien

t’s time for all young men to understand the enormous appeal

homosexual men have for today's heterosexual woman. I'm

going to teach you how to be gay heterosexuals. Do you know

what the word gay means, soldier? It means “full of or dis-

posed to joy and mirth.” It means lighthearted, exuberantly
cheerful, sportive and merry. It means offhand, for God'’s sake! In the
16th century it meant brilliant, attractive, excellent, fine.

I'm going to teach you how to feign disinterest. I'm going to teach
you to simulate good breeding and exquisite manners. I'm going to
teach you how to be gay in the old sense of the word. I'm going to
teach you how to comport yourselves on the verge of the effeminate
when necessary. Because. men, when the going gets tough, the tough
give one another a big hug.

My story begins back in elementary school. I was hanging around
with sissies. I hung out with the guys, too. I played sports. I liked
girls. But I had friends who were definitely sissies. We had many
things in common. We liked to draw. We liked to go shopping with
our mothers. When a macho kid called one of my sensitive homeboys
a fairy or a fag, I felt embarrassed, not just for the nominee but for
everyone.

Ernie Kovacs had a great character on his TV show called Percy
Dovetonsils, a mincing dandified critic of just about everything. I
loved him. 1 dug Clifton Webb, especially as the evil poison-pen artist
Waldo Lydecker in Laura. I didn’t know what it was, but I loved

ILLUSTRATION BY CHRISTOPHER BUZELLI
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dandyism and foppishness. Percy and
Waldo began my journey toward get-
ting in touch with my outlandishly sen-
sitive side.

I think my mother suspected. I had
talent. I spent hours drawing. But
something was up. By the time I was a
senior in high school I had guilt feel-
ings. I liked Oscar Wilde. Allen Gins-
berg was gay. William
Burroughs was gay.
Jack Kerouac dabbled.
What about Rimbaud?
What was wrong with me?
I wasn't gay. And I was
head of the art club!

Things were better in
college. My gay friends
accepted me for what 1
was. I was stll able to
edit the literary maga-
zine and write poetry.
Then I moved to New
York to go to grad
school. I did what any
self-respecting hetero-
sexual bohemian would
do. I got a job painting
needlepoint canvases. I
was married. My best
friend, gay and out, said
the problems in my mar-
riage could be solved by
my getting a boyfriend
and my wife's getting
a girlfriend, but that
didn’t work. Somehow
we got it wrong and she
got boyfriends and I got
girlfriends. And then
my gay friend, my wife
and I moved up out of
the needlepoint world.
We got jobs working
at Andy Warhol's Facto-
ry—a move we considered roughly
equivalent to ascent into heaven.

Thas 1s where I discovered the terri-
ble truth. The best place to land the
most beautiful women in the world is
in the company of homosexual men.
Every night we went to the best parties,
proud members of the world’s greatest
and most notorious entourage. Every-
where Andy went, we all went. Usually
we would wind up dancing at a club.
The clubs we went to were basically gay
discos, but they were integrated in a
way that no longer exists (as far as I
know). We were a weird posse of gay
and straight guys and straight girls
with wandering tendencies. All the
most beautiful girls loved going to the
boy bars because they had the best mu-
sic and they didn't have to worry about
overeager and uncivilized hetero idiots
hitting on them constantly. They only
had to worry about us, the handsome
infiltrators, the lavender pimpernels.
But we didn’t worry them that much.

IT wWAS LIKE
SHOPPING FOR
GIRLSs AND/ LIKE
IN “SHAMPOO,"
HE HAD THE
PERFECT COVER.
WHAT MAN
WOULD EVER
SUSPECT HIS WIFE

OF SLEEPING WITH

HER HAIRDRESSER?

They could handle us. And occasional-
ly they liked to.

The clubs were truly great. It was
mostly guys and guys, but if you were
fabulous you were welcome. We used
to go to a club near the United Nations
called Stage 45, which was mostly
young black boys and the men who
liked them. I remember how amazed I
felt walking in there one
night with Andy, Hal-
ston, the great Italian di-
rector Luchino Visconti,
four or five girl super-
stars, two guys wcaring a
lot of makeup and Can-
dy Darling, the world’s
greatest drag queen.
Warhel, Visconti and
Halston eyed the black
boys dancing to I'll Al-
ways Love My Mama, and
I eyed Donna Jordan,
Patti D’Arbanville and
Jane Forth, the models
who hung out with An-
dy. Donna was a great
beauty and always rude,
which I found unbeliev-
ably sexy. I was always
plotting to get Patti, but
her interests were else-
where. Those were wild
times.

Of course, being a
good-looking young guy
in a club filled with gay
men, you're going to get
attention, and we did
and we liked it. I have
always liked attracting
everyone, within reason.
(Probably because I have
never spent much quali-
ty time in jail.) Anyway, I
never minded getting hit on or asked if
[ was a model or with the Australian
ballet. It was cool. Everybody danced
with everybody. I didn't feel threat-
ened by dancing with Helmut Berger. 1
didn't mind it when the appalled na-
uves of Barbados thought I was hold-
ing hands with a boy. It was Grace
Jones.

One night I was sitting at a very wild
and fun dance club called Tamerlaine.
My friend, the Factory video guy, who
was a2 handsome man with long hair
and another practicing hetero, started
holding my hand. I thought he was
drunk. Later I realized he was just try-
ing to pick up Tuesday Weld, who was
sitting next to us. It was a period of
mixed-up messages. Another night we
went with our wives to a swinging cou-
ples club called Captain Kidd's Trea-
sure Room. A couple of guys asked our
wives to dance. The girls denied know-
ing us and their dancing partners said,
“Yeah, they come in here all the time.

They're fags. Why don't you dump
them and come to a party with us on
Staten Island.”

I think the real beginning of disco
happened in those gay men's dance
clubs in New York, places like Tamer-
laine, Stage 45, Nepenthe, Sanctuary
(an old church painted purple), Le
Jardin. They played an incredible mix
of Motown, Philadelphia International
and protofunk: Marvin Gaye's What's
Going On, the Spinners, the O'Jays,
James Brown, Aretha Franklin. The
best dancers—gay or straight, male or
female—wanted to be there. Every-
body was friendly and if you were cool
and looked good you could come in. A
few years later the scene would change
and clubs would keep straights out.
I remember showing up at the front
door of the Anvil one night with John
Waters. We were both wearing suits
and ties. John had his little pencil
moustache. The doorman looked at us
and said, “I'm sorry, gentlemen, this is
a gay bar." John chuckled for hours.

The greatest womanizer I ever knew
was a good pal of mine. He was a hair-
dresser, which you might consider be-
ing a heterosexual in a homosexual
profession. He was, at his peak, the
most successful hairdresser in New
York, financially and heterosexually.
Actually, hairdressing is more integrat-
ed than most people think. But my
friend was the Shampoo character come
to real life. He loved women and never
tired of trying to make a new “friend.”
I was awed by this guy (to know what it
is you really like and then do what it
takes to get it). He was surrounded by
beautiful models, beautiful rich ladies,
beautiful receptionists.

I would go visit him and I'd say,
“Hey, that new makeup artist is real-
ly gorgeous.” His eyes would twinkle.
“You like her? She is 18,” he'd say in his
amused French accent, picking up the
phone. “Could you please send Wendy
into my office?” And there she was. He
let her stand there for a moment to put
her on the spot, then introduced me. It
was like shopping for girls. And, like
in Shampoo, he had the perfect cover.
What man would ever suspect his wife
of sleeping with her hairdresser? He
was a genius. He took his fantasy all the
way. Then he gave up hair and wom-
anizing and became an artist. Today he
lives alone in a sparsely furnished small
apartment and takes beautiful zen pho-
tos for his own pleasure. Just because
Fitzgerald didn't have a second act
doesn’t mean other Americans don't
have them. I saw my friend go from a
cad to a Buddha.

Gore Vidal, who once spent a night
with Jack Kerouac, the aggro hetero
heartthrob of every bohemian chick of

(continued on page 164)



40 YEARS

THE

OF GREAT LETTERS FROM THE

FILES OF

THE PLAYBOY ADVISOR

or one holiday issue in the
late Fifties, pLAYBOY poked
fun at Ann Landers and
Dear Abby. We reprinted let-
ters from their newspaper columns,
along with the marriage-happy re-
sponses, then provided alternate
answers as a knowing bachelor
might pen them. Hef found the
piece amusing, and it inspired a
monumental idea. “We should
do our own advice column, for
men, every month,” he said. The
Playboy Aduvisor debuted in Sep-
tember 1960, promising to an-
swer questions on a wide vari-
ety of topics of interest to the
urban man—from fashion,
food and drink, high fidelity
and sports cars to dating dilem-
mas, taste and etiquette. This
month, the column celebrates
its 40th anniversary. During
his four decades of service,
the Advisor has personally
replied to more than 350,000
letters, 5618 of which found their
way into print. A few of the best
questions and responses are remem-

bered here.

IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE
BACHELOR . . . [SEPTEMBER 1960]

F'm sure other bachelors have been
troubled by this problem—one that
I've never been able to solve satisfac-
torily. Whenever I'm entertaining a
young lady a deux in my apartment,
it seems that the phone rings and at
the other end of the wire is invariably
another young lady wanting to talk.
What's the best way to ease out of this
situation, without letung either girl in
on it?—].B_, Chicago, Illinois

When you escort a young lady into your
apartment for an evening of your own de-

sign, nothing should intrude. Turn doun
the bell on your phone (in both the bedroom
and the living room) in advance so it
doesn’t jar you or your companion. And if
it rings, just gaze at the girl and murmur,
“No maiter who it is, it can’t be more im-
portant than you,” and don’t answer it.
The miss you're with will be delightfully
flattered. The chick doing the phoning will
think you're out, so she won't be bugged by
visions of you and a competitor in an inti-
mate situation. Wherever you are, includ-
ing the bedroom, when the bell tolls, don’t
let it toll for thee.

HEF'S PLAYLIST [FEBRUARY 1961]

My bachelor apartment is stereo-
equipped. I must admit immodest-
ly that the feminine traffic is heavy.
Usually, we mix a few drinks, I put
some music on the rig and, well, one
thing leads to another. My problem
is this: I don’t own any complete
LPs* that are first-rate mood build-
ers. The record makers seem to
feel variety's a virtue (which it may
be, under other circumstances), so
a mood track is often followed by
jump stuff that puts me right back at
the starting line. Either that, or 1
have to pop up every few minutes to
hunt for a fresh sound. Should I let
the records keep playing after my
favorite mood-sustaining specials
are over, or continue with what I'm
doing, or what>—H.W., New York,
New York

Get yourself a tape deck and tape
your templing tracks in sequence. Use
the 3% or 1% inches-per-second speed,
which should give you enough fidelity to
suit your divided attention and enough
time to unfreeze any woman. As an al-
Lernative, pick up copies of discs de-
signed for those cozy hours. On the pop
vocal side, try Frank Sinatra’s Only the
Lonely, No One Cares or In the Wee
Small Hours, Peggy Lee’s Prelty Eyes and
Julie London’s Around Midnight. On the
pop instrumental slant, sample the [ackie
Gleason ork sides—several with the glow-
ing trumpel of Bobby Hackelt featured—or
the Paul Weston discs, including Music for
Dreaming and Music for Romancing.

PATRICR MASHT

OH, BEHAVE [SEPTEMBER 1964]
ks it proper to remove a girl's fashion
wig before making love to her>—S.L.,
Baltimore, Maryland

*An LP tsa flat disc with gmoves, once used to play music.

117



118

On informal dates, country weekends
and any time before five, untressing is per-
missible—if your date consents, of course.
But under no circumstances should you
move Lo remove your partner’s wig if you
suspect (1) she’s not wearing one or (2)
she’s bald.

OOPS [MARCH 1965]

I may seem silly, but things have
reached a stage where I'm really get-
ting worried. My daughter, who is 14,
and a number of the other kids in the
neighborhood have formed a real cult
over the Beatles. They have built an al-
tar in one girl's bedroom and they
burn candles and recite Beatle prayers.
Now their project is writing a Beatle
Bible, which starts out “In the begin-
ning the Beatles created the rock and
the roll.” If they weren’t so darned se-
rious about this; it would be funny. But
when she doesn't go to church with us
because they are having their own ser-
vice in their Beatle church, I start to
worry a httle. Worst of all, we have to
listen to that awful music over and
over. What should we do?>—M.D., San
Francisco, California

‘HAnd this, too, shall pass away,” said a
sage about another plague at another time.
We suggest you keep cool until the Beatle
bugaboo likewise passes away, as il most
assuredly will. In the meantime, when your
daughter plays her records, do your listen-
ing with earmuffs. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

A CONDITION THAT PREDATES SEX
[APRIL 1969]

Aﬁer an hour or so of heavy petting, 1
often find myself in substantial pain in
the area of my testicles and lower ab-
domen. 1 have tried, with no success, to
correct this by using different types of
undershorts. Can you tell me what this
is, how common it is and, most impor-
tant, what can be done about it?—0O.L.,
Ithaca, New York

We’ve been told by medical authorities
there is no scientific name for the pain you
mention, but it is fairly common and is
called blue balls in slang. Dr. William
Masters said, in his Playboy Interview
(May 1968), “When the male is sexually
exciled and approaching ejaculation, the
testicles increase in size; the average size
increase may be as much as 50 percent over
the unstimulated norm. A young male
who is forced to maintain this degree of
local vasocongestion for a period of time—
without release—may well develop some
pain and tenderness.” The problem comes
not from your shoris but from your long-
ings and can be prevented or eliminated by
ejaculation.

DEEP THROAT TECHNIQUES [ JUNE 1973]

My husband and 1 were inspired
by the feats of fellatio that we saw in
Deep Throat. We watched in awe as

APV BANTAL

Linda Lovelace took into her mouth
and throat all of a penis that must
have been nine inches long. An article
in PLAYBOY mentioned that she shared
certain skills with sword swallowers. 1
was under the impression that sword
swallowers used collapsible swords.
What is the secret?—R.C., Burlington,
Vermont

A professional sword swallower, who
swallows real swords, says: (I) Throw your
head back as far as it will go. This opens
up the throat and allows you to accept
an elongated object without gagging. (Ly-
ing on your back with your head over the
edge of a bed ts the most comfortable way
to maintain this position.) (2) Hold your
breath. (Impractical in this context: We
suggest that you breathe through your nose.
Linda Lovelace says she breathes around
the penis on the outstroke.) (3) Practice
with a blunt object before you attempt the
real sword. (Linda says it took her three
weeks before she believed that she could
eat the whole thing.) A collapsed sword is

the end, and not the means, of this particu-
lar trick.

TALE FROM THE CRYFT [DECEMBER 1973]

Glancing through a magazine recent-
ly, 1 noticed that one of the models had
no nipples. I asked my boyfriend what
had happened to them. He looked at
me and said, “You mean you still
have both your nipples?” He told me
that a woman's nipples are often re-
moved by a man in the heat of passion
and that one person he knows used to
have a whole jarful. They looked like
dried apricots. I told him that this was
ridiculous, but because my experience
is limited, I'm not sure. What do you

say?—FER., Iowa City, lowa
The model whose picture you saw may
have been the victim of a careless airbrush
or an overreaction to a Supreme Court de-
cision. Possibly, she had inverted nipples.
Tell your boyfriend that ene erogenous zone
s as vulnerable as the next and that you
(continued on page 172)
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ith his tour de force Mar-
shall Mathers LF, Emi-
nem has taken America by
storm. The rapper has been
blamed for everything but ac-
id rain. Em stopped defend-
ing himself for a few minutes
» to answer a few questions.

What’s the worst job that you
ever had?
Making fucking pizza.

B ) What's the best thing to take
for a headache?
Vicodin and Bacardi.
What’s the worst thing about
poor people?
Don’t talk about my family
like that.
Who’s the best rapper of all
time?
Rodney Dangerfield.
Which drug combination is to
be avoided?
None.
What's the best medication
for a cold?
Vicodin and Bacardi.
What’s the best thing about
Detroit?
White Castle.
What’s the best way to avoid
work?
To not go.
Where are you going to be
when you’'re 50 years old?
In a nursing home, with plen-
ty of condoms.

has made it,

and the WORLD
is going to PAY

I
b
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work at home? Join the club.

More than 19 million people
e-commuted in 1999 and in five years
that number should explode. We took
the liberty of preselecting eight dream
locations—see Where to Go on page
126. If a better view or working in your
bathing suit isn’t incentive enough to
jump ship or negotiate an arrange-
ment with your boss, consider this: By
eliminating the one hour an average
American spends commuting each
day you get back the annual equiva-
lent of six weeks of vacation. To help
you get started, we assembled spe-
cifics on what equipment the home of-

S o you're chucking the rat race to

fice needs. Let’s start with the basics.
When buying a computer, go for max-
imum muscle. Opt for a Power Mac
G4 ($1500 to $3500, depending on
processing speed and storage) or a PC
with a one-gigaheriz Pentium III pro-
cessor. There are three ways to go with
printers: laser, ink-jet or multifunc-
tion peripheral. A laser printer is ide-
al if you plan to print documents on-
ly in black and white. If you add
color, then an ink-jet model is the
smarter choice. Our pick: The $300
HP DeskJet 952C, which has a second
tray for photo images, saving you the
hassle of changing papers. Multifunc-
tion peripheral means a device that
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Where

To GO

EIGHT REASONS TO TAKE THAT COMMUTE AND SHOVE IT

BIG SUR

Anyone who has driven the Pacif-
ic Coast Highway has been awed by
Big Sur, 90 miles of rugged coastline
stretching from San Simeon to Car-
mel. In the middle lies the uny village
of Big Sur, surrounded by dense
forested mountains and rocky cliffs.
The power of nature is absolute and
has attracted individualists for years.
Biggest Challenge to Working at
Home: The local motto is Do Noth-
ing. Biggest Bash: Big Sur Jazz Fest in
early May. Best Place to Meet Babes:
The Ventana Inn. Most Fun You Can
Have With Your Clothes On: Sea kay-
aking during whale migration.

are surfers who came to ride the big
rollers and never left. Biggest Chal-
lenge to Working at Home: The weath-
er—86°F and sunny. Best Place to
Meet Babes: Zelo's on Highway 56.
How to Look Like a Local: Wear sun-
glasses but not shoes. Most Fun You
Can Have With Your Clothes On:
Hike the Na Pali coast, descending the
trails to isolated beaches.

KEY WEST
For decades, the last inhabited is-
land in the Florida Keys has attracted
sportsmen, artists, partyers and rene-
gades. Wander down Duval Street any
night and you'll never want to leave.

Above: Dell’s Inspiron 3800 is everything a notebook computer should be—fast (thanks
to an Intel Pentium Il chip), lightweight (about six pounds) ond durable (it gets about
four hours of computing fime on a fully charged battery). Prices start at $2200.

CRESTED BUTTE

A world-class ski area and a popula-
tion barely into four digits make this
our pick for an undiscovered Rocky
Mountain hideaway. Biggest Chal-
lenge to Working at Home: Sno-Cat
skiing on the chutes above the ski
area. Best Place to Meet Babes: The
Wooden Nickel, the town'’s oldest sa-
loon. Biggest Bash: Fat Tire Bike
Week—five days devoted to mountain
biking and consuming one of Colo-
rado’s best microbrews, Fat Tire Ale.
Most Fun You Can Have With Your
Clothes On: Saddle up a horse and
ride over Pearl Pass to Aspen.

HANALEI

The last big stop before you reach
the end of the road on the island of
Kauai is Hanalei. Many of the locals

Biggest Challenge to Working at
Home: Your hangover. How to Look
Like a Local: Flaunt your eccentric-
ities. Best Place to Meet Babes: Du-
val Street bars such as Sloppy Joe's.
Biggest Bash: Fantasy Fest in October.
Most Fun You Can Have With Your
Clothes On: A dive trip to Dry Tortu-
gas National Park, one of the world’s
least-visited places to scuba.

OUTER BANKS

North Carolina‘s Outer Banks are a
paper-thin strip of land with beaches
on both sides, little development and
secluded houses. Skip the southern
portion and head north, past the end
of the road in Corolla. A laptop, a
Jeep and a house in the dunes are all
you will need. Biggest Challenge
to Working at Home: Surf casting
for your lunch. Indispensable Office

Furniture: A rope hammock. Natural
Asset: Hundreds of miles of empry
beaches. Best Place to Meet Babes:
Kelly's Tavern in Nags Head. Most
Fun You Can Have With Your Clothes
On: Hang gliding off sand dunes.

RED LODGE

Red Lodge, Montana could be the
next Jackson Hole, sharing many of
the same attributes: skiing, fly-fishing,
white-water rafting and access to Yel-
lowstone National Park. Biggest Chal-
lenge to Working at Home: The
Beartooth Highway leading into Yel-
lowstone. How to Look Like a Local:
Get hip-waders and learn to fish.
Biggest Bash: The Mountain Man
Rendezvous in August, where you can
wear a beaverskin cap. Best Place to
Meet Babes: The Bull 'N* Bear—if
you like country music. Most Fun
You Can Have With Your Clothes
On: Snowmobile, cross—country ski or
snowshoe into deserted Yellowstone.

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

Several ski resorts ring the lake, but
Tahoe also offers great hiking and bik-
ing trails and lots of sunshine. Pric-
es are low since the local restaurants,
hotels and bars are subsidized by ca-
sino gambling. Biggest Challenge to
Working at Home: The average 593
inches of snow that falls annually at
nearby Kirkwood. How to Look Like
a Local: Ski off a cliff. Best Place to
Meet Babes: Planet Hollywood in Cae-
sars Tahoe. Most Fun You Can Have
With Your Clothes On: Ride the Tahoe
Queen riverboat to Squaw Valley for a
day of extreme skiing.

WHIDBEY AND THE SAN JUANS

No place is as wired for home of-
fices as the Seattle area, and no place
has so many getaways so close. Whid-
bey is the longest island in the conti-
nental U.S., and though it's connected
to shore by a bridge, there are plenty
of places to escape to. To cut all ties to
the mainland, head to the San Juan
Islands, served by regular ferry ser-
vice. Biggest Challenge to Working at
Home: Whales and porpoises waiting
for you and your kayak to join them.
How to Look Like a Local: Slap a FreE
TIBRET bumper sticker on your car.
Biggest Bash: San Juan Island Jazz
Festival in October. Best Place to Meet
Babes: At the marina bars near the
ferryboat in Friday Harbor. Most Fun
You Can Have With Your Clothes On:
Island-hopping by ferry and biking
empty back roads. —LARRY OLMSTED




combines several functions into a single
unit—usually a printer, fax machine,
scanner and copier. Xerox, Brother,
Canon, Panasonic and HP offer varia-
tions of the all-in-one device. Prices
start at $600.

If you're used 10 a T1 line at work,
surfing the web and sending e-mail
via a dial-up connection will drive you
batty. The solution is a cable modem
or digital subscriber line service. But
it's estimated that fewer than 15 per-
cent of households in the U.S. have
access to high-speed Internet con-
nections. In the meantime, Hughes
Network Systems, the company be-
hind DirecTV, beams the web home
through its DirecPC Turbo Internet
service. By the end of the year, a new
broadband service, Gilat-to-Home, will
deliver the Net to subscribers of the
Dish Network’s satellite television ser-
vice (with PCs only). Gilat-to-Home of-
fers lightning-fast download speeds
(up to 40 megabits), with outgoing files
hitting cyberspace at rates three times
faster than the fastest dial-up connec-
tions. New dish and receiver hardware
are required and fees are expected to
be comparable to the $30 to $50 per
month charged by other broadband
service providers.

As for a telephone, Panasonic’s two-
line KX-TMC98-B ($200) features both
speakers and an optional headset as
well as a digital answering machine and
a 100-number directory. Sony, Lucent
Technologies and AT&T offer compa-
rable models, but the best home office
telephone system by far is Siemens’
Gigaset 2420 ($400). It includes all the
feawures of the Panasonic phone, but
allows you the option of adding up to
eight 2.4-gigahertz cordless handsets.

When it comes to faxes, you can ei-
ther buy a stand-alone machine or do
your faxing via computer with software
such as ProComm Plus ($130). If you
have a stand-alone, you can use your
computer for other things while send-
ing faxes. Also, Internet portals such as
Yahoo and Excite offer free e-mail and
fax services that allow you to retrieve
your documents through their sites.

If you prefer a plain-paper fax, Pan-
asonic’s KX-FPCl141 ($330) combines
a 900 MHz cordless phone, a duplex
speakerphone, a 106-name phone di-
rectory and a plain-paper fax machine.
A button on the cordless lets you signal
the fax to kick in remotely. The ma-
chine can even be programmed to call
your pager when an important docu-
ment comes in.

A notebook computer is also a must.
Many of the latest models—from Ap-
ple, Dell, Compagq, 1BM and Gateway—
pack nearly as much power as the best
desktops. So if your budget allows for

(concluded on page 163)

What you'll need

GEAR TO LIGHTEN YOUR E-COMMUTING LOAD

To get organized and get your messages, slip Mo-
torolo’s new Timeport P935 into your pock-
et. The two-way pager is about the
size of a deck of cards ond it
opens to reveal a liquid crystol
display and keyboard. You
can use the Timeport to

send and receive pager mes-
sages and e-mail (from your
company’s server) as well as
send faxes. The versatile device
also grobs text-based information,
such as stock reports, news and
sports updates from the web. And it
doubles as an elecironic arganizer (that
syncs with your PC} and lets you beam
contact information via infrared to similar-
ly equipped computers and handheld elec-
tranic organizers. Price: about $400.

Nokia’s 7100 is one of several new digi-
tal cellular phones that double as web
devices. The 7100 uses wireless applica-
tion protocol technology and a micro-
browser to access information, such as
foatball scares and stock reports, as well
as e-commerce sites for shopping on the
fly. The 7100’s large, high-controst dis-
play is easy on the eyes, and a Navi raller
on the front of the phone lets yau scroll
through and select websites as well as
your thousand-name phone book, sched-
ule and a selection of four video games.
Price: $200 to $300, depending on wire-
less service provider.

For maximum notebook muscle, Apple packs a G3 500-
megahertz PowerPC chip into its top-end Powerbook, along
with 128 megabytes of RAM and up to 18 gigs of sterage.
The $3500 portable also comes with a 14-inch screen, a
full-size keyboard, up to two FireWire ports for digital
video production and a five-hour battery. The sleek black
Powerbook weighs under seven pounds with a DVD-
ROM drive, making it o great travel compan-
ion. (You can kill flight time watch-
ing a movie or playing video
gomes.) 8ut best of all, you can
rig the Powerbook for wireless
surfing via Apple’s AirPort net-
work (about $400). Connect the
base station 1o the dialup or
broadband jack in your home
office and surf up to 150 feet

away, indoors or outdoors. WHERE AND HOW TO BUY DN PAGE 152
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Seth Green
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the pint-size movie star mouths off on short jokes,
the casting couch and child stars

M ighty Seth Green has amassed a
wildly eclectic filmography that
maost 26-year-old actors would kill for. A
show business veteran of 20 years, he has
played the young Woody Allen in Radio
Days, the -out slacker son in the two
phenomenally successful Austin Powers
films and a rock-and-rolling werewolf on
the WB Network's cult favorite Buffy the
Vampire Slayer.

At six, the son of a West Philly math
teacher and an artist was on the road in an
RCA/John Denver prromaotion. At eight, he
was working opposite Jodie Foster and Nas-
tassja Kinski in The Hotel New Hampshire.
At 12, he played Woody Allen. In his teens,
Green pitched Rally's hamburgers and did
antismoking ads m a gas mask, There were
miniseries such as Stephen King’s It, and
munor roles in Big Business with Bette Mid-
Ler and My Stepmother Is an Alien with Kim
Basinger. And Green managed to graduate
unth honors from high school.

Soon he was living in Los Angeles, ap-
pearing on Johnny Carson's Tonight Show
and co-starring in David Mamet's Ameri-
can Buffalo at the Old Globe in San Diego.
Austin Powers: International Man of Mys-
tery landed htm on Entertainment Weekly's
“it” list. Among Green's 20-plus film ap-
pearances are Can't Hardly Wait, playing a
wannabe-black kid opposite Jennifer Love
Hewitt; Enemy of the State, playmg a sur-
veillance operative spying on Will Smith;
and the forthcoming Knockaround Guys,
opposite John Malkovich. Green also pro-
vides voices for animated series such as Fox’
Famly Guy and Batman Beyond.

Robert Crane caught up with Green in
West Hollywood. He reporis: “Although
Green is only 547, he stands huge with his
dedicated cadre of fans. Two teens followed
him to the office, where he dutifully signed
awtographs and chatted with them. He ts less
eclectic than the roles he plays.”

1

PLAYBOY: You're a chef creatung a new
recipe. The ingredients are Sarah Mi-
chelle Gellar, Jennifer L.ove Hewitt, Me-

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DIANA KOENIGSBERG

lissa Joan Hart and Sarah Jessica Par-
ker. What can you come up with?
GREEN: The ultimate empowerment
chick flick: I Know What You Screamed
Last Halloween While You Were Having
Sex in the City With Sabrina’s Teenage
Witch Doctor. Sounds like box-office
poison.

2

PLAYBOY: Would there be room for a
dash of Pamela Anderson Lee?

GREEN: That would guarantee overseas
sales. Put them all in corsets and you

have a deal.
3

PLAYBOY: Entertainment Weekly put you
on its “it” list two years ago. How does
one get “it,” and when you get “it”
what do you do with ir?

GREEN: Apparently you have to have a
good publicist. And as far as what you
do with it, you just cross your fingers
that you're still “it” the next year, which
I wasn't. Thanks, EW. 1 guess you can
only be “it” once. It ain’t like tag, right?

4

pLAYBOY: What is Seth short for?
GREEN: It’s short for Seth. There are
two people in my life who call me
Sethy. My sister has been known to call
me Sethro. That’s as far as it goes. [ ran
into a White House aide once who
dared to refer to me as Sethenopolis.
He was quickly corrected.

5

PLAYBOY: Let’s pretend Seth is an action
verb. What is Seth doing?

GREEN: Seth is doing it and doing it and
doing it well. I'm gonna Seth you so
good after this interview.

6

PLAYBOY: There are Dana Plato and
Gary Coleman, then there’s Ron How-

ard. How do you avoid the shoals of
childhood stardom?

GREEN: I'm fortunate that when I was
younger I never had one particular
project that made me a recognizable
celebrity. People have only recently
started to know my name, The prob-
lem with a lot of child stars who've got-
ten into trouble is that they had too
much too soon—stress, money issues,
emotional issues. Suddenly you're not
the same person everyone thought was
so cute and funny. Ron Howard wisely
stopped acting and got into directing
and producing.

7

PLAYBOY: You're an aspiring producer.
Who would you want on your casting
couch?

GREEN: Susan Sarandon keeps calling
and saying, “When are we going to
make a movie together?” I keep saying,
“Sue, just drop the dead weight—a k.a.
Tim Robbins—and we've got a deal.”
Meryl Streep left a message for me that
said, “I'm desperate to have sex with
you, and if we can work out a movie
deal, that would be great.” I'm like,
“Mer, baby, wait in line, sister.” I was
sad when Jessica Tandy passed on, be-
cause things between us never worked
out. I was getting angry messages from
Hume Cronyn, saying, “Stay out of my
business, you whippersnapper.” Shit
like that. What are you going to do? I
have too much respect for the institu-
tion of marriage.

8

pLAYBOY: Have you had a casting couch
experience with a predatory female
casting director?

GREEN: Are you kidding me? I don't
know if that situation exists. They usu-
ally go for the good-looking, buff guys
who they think will be a great lay. They
never seem to go for the short, stocky
character (continued on page 156)

129



= computers, Johnny
Socko watches, vocoder neck-
laces and smart badges that
could change your life. A Los
Angeles company called Info-
charms is turning a science
fiction vision into a stylish re-
ality. Here's the vision: Wire-
less Internet portals built into
anything—sunglasses, neck-
laces, pins—will provide in-
stant access to the big wide
world. Here’s the reality:
The first Infocharm product,
called a Charmed Badge, is an
electronic business card that
stores information and swaps
data with other badges via in-
frared technology.

On this page are some pro-
totypes. Top row, left to right:

WEAHABLES
GIVE YOURSELF
A BUZZ WITH
ELECTRONIC
STRAP-ONS

The DigiLens display creates
a personal screen. Lizzy is
a complete computer—with
keyboard, display and wireless
modem—that clips to your
belt. Then comes a trio of
interactive display units—the
one in the middle is the Marrs,
a voice-controlled, wireless,
Net-connected computer de-
veloped by the Army for use
by aircraft mechanics. Middle
row: two views of the Light-
Glove. This device functions
like 2 mouse, allowing you to
cruise the Net by pointing.
Bottom row, left to right: This
miniature computer has a bar-
code reader—perfect for the
freelance grocer of the future.
The Tekgear M1 has a micro-
display with a tiny LCD pan-
el in the headset.



“I think Edwin here likes the whippings a little too much!”
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SHARI BLLATONT

this 24-hour woman is an unstoppable force

OZ o one would ever accuse sexy multitalented Shari Belafonte of underachievement. The 45-year-old actor, model,
singer, photographer, clothing designer and aspiring producer is so invigorated that she burned out three elec-
tronic assistants that field incoming phone calls. I have such an energy thing that I fritz out computers and electronic
gadgets,” says Belafonte. “About once every six months something dies a horrible death!” she adds, laughing.

This endless energy has resulted in more than 300 magazine covers, starring roles on Hotel and Beyond Reality, over
a dozen TV and theater projects, a hit album overseas, an eyewear line, charity work and her being named one of the top

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREG GORMAN










commercial endorsers by The
Wall Street Journal. “I've always
been on the periphery of show
business because of my father,”
says Belafonte. “I think I have a
sensibility that a lot of people
don’t who just come into it. I've
seen how this industry chews up
talent and spits it out. As a pro-
ducer, I can be more protective
of the total package, instead of
putting my neck on the line as
just an actor.” Over the years,
Belafonte has appeared in many
TV movies. “I have always been
more interested in producing
than in being on camera,” she
confesses. “I think that I'm a
good enough producer and cre-
ator that I can look at other peo-
ple and say, ‘This is what you
need to get through this." I've
been good for people in that
regard.”

Belafonte is preparing to
launch an interactive multime-
dia-enriched book on her new
website, sharibelafonte.com. The
project has been eight years in
the making. “It has photogra-
phy, music and, lo and behold,
words,” she says. “The music is
radically different from my ear-
lier albums—it's futuristic and
electronic. As for the photogra-
phy, I like taking pictures that
are slightly distorted, a little off
center.”

Mercifully, her pictures in this
layout are lovingly focused and
right on target. Belafonte, who
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declined to pose for PLAYBOY many years ago, de-
cided the timing was right. “I thought, I look
pretty good for 45. Damn ya, I'm going to do
this so women can see what 45 can look like,”
she says. “My personal trainer was really happy
because he knew I would be in the gym for six
weeks until we shot i.”

Unlike many Hollywood vets, Belafonte has a
sense of humor about herself and her career.
Her generous charity work, however, is no
laughing matter. “I'm the international spokes-
person for the Starlight Children's Foundation
and almost every animal organization you can
imagine,” she says. Belafonte recently persuad-
ed jewelers Edwards & Rellas to design pen-
dants for SCF and donate 40 percent of the pro-
ceeds to charity. She also works with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society to help promote awareness
of prostate cancer, which her father overcame.

So does Belafonte have a team of assistants
helping her, or could she really be as busy as she
looks? “I am,” she says. “Half the time it seems
like it's doing nothing, but very rarely does
something get out there without my fingerprints
all over it. At the end of the day, 1 sleep well.”










Scream 3: The power goes off in
the house where the cast Is hiding,
yet Ghostface still manages to send
2 threatening message via a fax
machine that mest have come
equipped with a backup battery.

(1. T

“y Robert B. DeSalvo

=

Some of these films won Oscars, others
made millions and the rest were iffy to
begin with. What they all have in com-
mon are laughable blunders that range
from slightly embarrassing to ludicrous.
Judging by the evidence here, the film-
makers could have benefited by divert-
ing a portion of their budgets to the
research department.

Gone With the Wind: Some argue
that this is the greatest film of all
time. Yet as Clark Gable carries a
wounded Leslie Howard to his room,
Dlivia de Havilland lights the way
with a lamp with an electrical cord.

The Sound of Music: How
did an orange crate
stamped PRODUCT OF

ISRAEL show up in Salzburg
circa 1938, 10 years be-
fore Israel existed?

Stargate: The Eye of Horus Is incorrect-
Iy identified by supposed Egyptologist
James Spader—highly implausible cast-
Ing in Hiseif—as the Eye of Ra. Luckily
for the filmmakers, the film didn't make
a lick of sense fo begin with.

f e

Pulp Fiction: Samue) L. ‘14
Jackson and John Travoita N
are 30 slick that bullet holes
appear on the wall even
before they shoot the gy

in the apartment.

The X-Files: Comtrary to the pro-
peliing plot of this sophisticated,
thought-provoking fiick, bees don't
i poliinate corn. Had Mulder and

| Scully known this, fighting the
future would heve been a breeze.

8% The World Is Not Enough: If
Denise Richanis had really
—n shot up from tire bottom of
e 1 [ the ocean without a pres-
.C' ,l. W sure suit, she would have
/] died of the bends.

h = :

9|

Superman: Even though he can run
faster than a speeding bublet and tum
back time, Christopher Reeve still
needs fillings in his teeth. Don't ask us
where Marion Brando bought his Rolex
on the planet Krypton, either.

e Lost World: Jnrassic
Park: You would he kard-

| sed to find jumgies of
pine and spruce trees—uwith
or without dinosaurs—in
iCosta Rica.

Psycho: Janet Leigh drives from
Arizona to Californla with her car
in park, according to her goar
selector, i Hitchcock could show
us how to drive this way, the gas
crisis could he averted.

| Planet of the Apes: In the
final scene, which suppos-
edly takes place in the

ims of New York City, the
n appears to set over
the Atlantic Ocean.

The Shining: The hotel manager hes-
itates to tell Jack Nicholson the griz-
iy ntory of the previoss caretaker.
Inexplicably, the caretaker's name
changes from Charies to Delbert
during the course of the movie.

k Baby lane?: Marjorie Ben-

; ""-\ pett calls Bette Davis and

4 s up an appointment for
L her som without an address.
'L: He shows up anyhow.




”

. . he’s got a two-picture deal he wants to offer you. .

“That’s my agent .
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FOOTBALL ..o poge 112

The great ones don’t wait long. Peyton Manning’s
clock s at two years and ticking.

would make Joe Theismann, Riggo and
the Hogs proud. The Redskins finished
second in the NFL in both yards and
points in 1999, winning the first division
title of the Turner era. Stephen Davis led
the NFC in rushing, and Brad Johnson
matured into a Pro Bowl quarterback.
But obscured by that divisional success
was the fact that the Redskins couldn't
play defense. They finished 30th in the
NFL on that side of the ball. Only the
first-year Cleveland Browns provided
less resistance in 1999. That will change
in 2000.

The Redskins dug into the deep pock-
ets of owner Daniel Snyder and pur-
chased three defensive cornerstones in
free agency—end Bruce Smith, corner-
back Deion Sanders and safety Mark
Carrier. Smith ranks second in NFL his-
tory 1n sacks and has been voted to 11
Pro Bowls. Sanders has been to eight Pro
Bowls and Carrier is a three-time selec-
tion with 31 career interceptions. Trades
also landed the Redskins the second and
third overall picks of the 2000 NFL
draft, and they cashed them in for col-
lege football’s premicre defensive play-
maker (Butkus Award-winning line-
backer LaVar Arrington) and best
blocker (Outand Trophy-winning left
tackle Chris Samuels).

The Redskins now have eight past and
present first-round draft picks on de-
fense: Smith, Carrier, Arrington, corner-
backs Darrell Green and Champ Bailey
and linemen Dana Stubblefield, Dan
Wilkinson and Marco Coleman. Smith,
Green and Stubblefield have all started
in Super Bowls, and both Smith and
Stubblefield captured NFL Defensive
Player of the Year honors in the Nine-

ties. The Redskins now have the poten-
tial to play defense as well as they do of-
fense. That gives them championship as-
pirations, so the bandwagon rumbling
down Pennsylvania Avenue these days
is packed.

“You usually don't see this kind of ex-
citement for a season unless you're com-
ing off a Super Bowl,” Turner says. “Alot
of this 1s media talk and fan ralk and i’s
fun. But it doesn’t mean anything. No
one wins a playoff game in April. You
don't do it in August and you don’t do it
in November.

“But what 1 like about our situation is
that we have a large number of veterans
who have been there. They know how
difficult it is to get into the playoffs and
to advance when you do get there.”

Vince Lombardi learned his formula
for football success as an assistant coach
with the New York Giants in the Fifties.
Decades later, the Giants still subscribe to
that formula—run the ball and play de-
fense. They did neither particularly well
in 1999 on the way to a 7-9 finish, so
they recast the lineup for 2000. They
brought in a couple of big new block-
ers, veterans Dusty Zeigler and Glenn
Parker, and a new ball carrier in Heis-
man Trophy winner Ron Dayne. At 260
pounds, Dayne is a sledgehammer in
cleats. New York also drafted a 300-
pound lineman (Cornelius Griffin) for
the run defense and signed linebacker
Michael Barrow for the pass rush. If the
Giants can squeeze 16 games out of cor-
nerback Jason Sehorn, a wild-card play-
off berth could be theirs.

The Cardinals couldn’t stop the run
in 1999, which spelled disaster in a divi-
sion where three other teams had 1000-

Jasl

“I must say, your résumé is very impressive.”

yard rushers. Not once in 16 games was
Arizona able to line up its defensive front
of choice: ends Simeon Rice and Andre
Wadsworth and tackles Eric Swann and
Mark Smith. Only Rice stayed healthy,
and he managed 16% sacks and a Pro
Bowl invitation. The other three missed
a combined 24 games because of inju-
ry. So the Cardinals drafted three wide
bodies—defensive tackles Darwin Wal-
ker, Mao Tosi and Jabari Issa—to fix that
depth problem. They also claimed the
draft’s best running back, Thomas Jones
of Virginia, to give Jake Plummer some
help on offense.

The stars are gone and so is the iden-
tity of the Cowboys as a Super Bowl con-
tender. A neck injury ended Michael
Irvin’s career in 1999 and Deion San-
ders became a salary-cap casualty. Dallas
absorbed its annual hit in free agency,
losing another three starters. Chan Gai-
ley took the Cowboys to the playoffs in
both of his seasons as head coach, but an
8-8 finish in 1999 finally cost him his
job. Defensive coordinator Dave Campo
is the new head man, but any hope the
Cowboys have in 2000 rests with the arm
of Troy Aikman and the legs of Emmitt
Smith, who are both in their 30s.

The Eagles are the NFC East team
with a future. Two solid drafts have giv-
en Philadelphia the nucleus of a con-
tending team that just needs time to ma-
ture. The Eagles won only five games
last season, but two of them came against
division champions St. Louis and Wash-
ington. Running back Duce Staley gives
the Eagles a chance on offense, while
cornerbacks Bobby Taylor and ‘Troy
Vincent give them a chance on defense.
But the development of second-year
quarterback Donovan McNabb remains

the key.
NFC CENTRAL

Coaching in the Pro Bowl was an en-
lightening experience for Tony Dungy.
It was his reward for taking the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers to the NFC champi-
onship game, where they lost to the St.
Louis Rams. So Dungy spent a week in
Hawaii watching NFC Pro Bowl receiv-
ers Randy Moss, Cris Carter and Muhsin
Muhammad catch balls in practice.

“The Terry Glenns and Joey Gallo-
ways are impressive,” Dungy says. “But
when you're around Carter and Moss,
Muhammad and Keyshawn Johnson—
all those big guys, all over there at one
time—I realized that was an element
that was really lacking for us.

“The Pro Bowl was an eye-opener.
We've had to defend those guys over the
years. But all of a sudden to have them
on your team, to be able to throw up a
couple of balls to them, 1o watch the ef-
fect they had on the DBs. We just never
had a guy like that before.”

Moss, Carter, Muhammad and John-
son all stand 6°2” or taller. The Bucs
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were (rying to win championships with
relative smurfs on the flank in 59"
Jacquez Green, 5°10” Bert Emanuel and
511" Reidel Anthony. So Dungy made
his off-season quest a big receiver who
could bully cornerbacks and make that
game-breaking catch. He found him in
April when the Buccaneers traded two
first-round draft picks to the Jets for
Johnson.

The Tampa Bay defense is already
championship caliber, with Pro Bowl
players at all three levels—Warren Sapp
up front, Derrick Brooks at linebacker
and John Lynch in the secondary. The
Bucs finished third in the NFL in de-
fense, then held the league’s two most
explosive offenses, Washington and St.
Louis, to a touchdown apiece in playoff
games.

But the Bucs were just the opposite of
the Redskins—all defense, no offense.
Tampa Bay averaged less than 300 yards
and 17 points per game. So the Bucs
started an off-season overhaul by firing
offensive coordinator Mike Shula. Then
they traded for Johnson and signed

away veteran Pro Bowl blockers Jeff
Christy and Randall McDaniel from the
Minnesota Vikings in free agency. Sud-
denly, the Bucs have an identity on
offense.

“These guys are used to winning,”
Dungy says. “They're used to being very
good on offense. They're not used to be-
ing mediocre.”

The Bucs already had a Pro Bowl
backfield in Mike Alstott and Warrick
Dunn. The blocking of Christy and Mec-
Daniel will make them better runners.
The presence of Johnson on the flank
gives the Bucs a possession recelver to
complement the speed of Anthony and
Green. That veteran cast should take the
pressure off quarterback Shaun King,
who is entering his first full season as a
starter. Tampa Bay's days of offensive
mediocrity may be over.

The Bears could be the NFC's top
candidate for that worst-to-first transfor-
mation in 2000. This is a young team
with only two opening-day starters in
their 30s. Chicago endured the mistakes
and errors of a rookie quarterback last

yards per pass.

were winners from that stat alone.

Lo score.

80 percent of the ume.

PRO FOOTBALLS
MOST IMPORTANT STAT

by Allen Barra
What's the quickest way to measure the effectiveness of a team’s offense?
We ran every National Football League game from 1960 to last year's Super
Bowl through our computer, Mad Max, looking for the statistic that best
correlates with winning in the NFL. Max's answer was clear and emphatic:

Not total yards passing, or even yards per pass attempt, which includes
sacks, but just plain yards per pass. Take the gross number of yards gained
in the air and divide by the number of throws. When you finish, you'll find
that the teams with the highest yards-per-pass averages have the best won-
lost records. Those with low yards-per-pass numbers have the most losses.
It's that simple. Last year, for instance, the St. Louis Rams' Kurt Warner
blew away the opposition, averaging 8.72 yards per throw to lead the
league. If you knew nothing else about the Rams last year, you'd know they

We wish we could take credit for discovering the importance of yards per
pass, but in fact that stat's significance was first proclaimed by pioneer ana-
lyst Bud Goode, who led us in the right direction back in 1974 when he pro-
claimed yards per pass attempt as the most important stat in football. He
said he wanted his headstone to read: HERE LIES BUD GOODE. HE TOLD THE
WORLD ABOUT AVERAGE YARDS PER PASS ATTEMPT.

Goode figured in sacks as pass attempts, but Mad Max says you can sim-
plify it even further: Yards per throw is simpler and has the same correla-
tion with winning. Yards per pass doesn't lie, and you can’t hide from it. If
you're in the bottom half of the conference in yards-per-pass average, it
won't matter if you have Jim Brown and Barry
and the 1985 Chicago Bears on the other side of the ball—you're not going

Here's a game you can play every Monday morning at the office. Have
someone open the sports pages to the NFL box scores, then ask for the to-
tal number of yards per passing and the number of throws for each team.
Just those two stats, nothing more. Divide the first number by the second.
Without even asking the names of the teams or who was playing at home,
you can safely predict that the team with the highest yards per throw won
the game. Going as far back as 1980, you would have been right more than

Sanders in your backfield

season when Coach Dick jauron put
Cade McNown on the field. The Bears
still finished third in the NFL in passing.
Now McNown is a year smarter and a
year better. The Bears needed delensive
help, so they used their number one
draft pick on linebacker Brian Urlacher
and signed a pair of starters off playoff
teams in free agency, end Phillip Daniels
(Seattle) and cornerback Thomas Smith
(Buffalo).

The Lions are moving on without
Barry Sanders, luring halfback James
Stewart away from Jacksonville in free
agency with a five-year, $25 million con-
tract. Stewart will have two huge new
blockers in Aaron Gibson and Stockar
McDougle. Gibson was a number one
pick in 1999 but didn't play a down as a
rookie because of a summer shoulder in-
jury. McDougle was a number one pick
in 2000. Gibson goes 380 pounds and
McDougle 361. Sanders may want to re-
think his retirement with those two
hulks in the Detroit huddle. They also
should help keep quarterback Charlie
Batch upright and healthy. He missed
six starts in 1999 with injuries. The Li-
ons have the potential to have the best
offense in the division.

The Packers hired Ray Rhodes as
head coach in 1999 10 toughen up their
defense. But that defense regressed, and
so did the offense. Green Bay missed the
playofts for the first time in seven years,
and Brett Favre had his worst season
since 1993, throwing more interceptions
(23) than touchdowns (22). So the Pack-
ers fired Rhodes and rehired Mike Sher-
man to fix Favre. Sherman spent two
years as an offensive assistant on Mike
Holmgren's Green Bay staff in 1997-
1998. General manager Ron Wolf took a
few more stabs at toughening up his de-
fense by signing former Pro Bowl defen-
sive tackle Russell Maryland and draft-
ing Steve Warren.

You won't recognize the Vikings in
2000. This isn't the same team that has
strung together four consecutive playoff
appearances. Sure, Randy Moss and Cris
Carter are still there. But coach Dennis
Green has replaced his offensive and de-
fensive coordinators from the 10-6 team
of a year ago, bringing in Sherman Lew-
is and Emmitt Thomas from Green Bay.
On the field, salary-cap-squeezed Min-
nesota lost six starters, including two
Pro Bowl blockers, their best corner-
back (Jimmy Hitchcock) and a nine-sack
chunk of their pass rush (Duane Clem-
ons). But the biggest loss is quarterback
Jeft George. That leaves the Minneso-
ta offense in the hands of Daunte Cul-
pepper, who has yet to throw his first
NEFL pass.

NFC WEST

The NFL doesn't expand again until
2002, when Houston rejoins the circuit.
But the Saints will have the fresh new
look of an expansion franchise in 2000.
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After nearly a decade of stumbling
around in gridiron darkness, culminat-
ed by an NFC-worst 3-13 finish in 1999,
owner Tom Benson decided to start
over. He fired general manager Bill Ku-
harich, coach Mike Ditka, quarterback
Billy Joe Hobert and many more of the
players who lost 46 games for him over
the past four years.

Benson brought in Randy Mueller as
general manager and Jim Haslett as
coach. He then began writing checks
and signing bonuses that lured NFL vet-
erans Jeff Blake, Jake Reed, Andrew
Glover, Steve Israel, Norman Hand,
Charlie Clemons, Joe Horn, Fred Thom-
as, Chris Oldham and Toby Gowin to
New Orleans in free agency. Blake will
throw passes for the Saints and Reed,
Glover and Horn will catch them. Hand,
Clemons, Israel, Thomas and Oldham
are all tacklers, and Gowin is a punter.

But one element will not change from
1999 to 2000—the reliance on former
Heisman Trophy winner Ricky Williams.
Ditka traded his entire 1999 draft plus
two high picks in 2000 for the right to se-
lect the NCAA's all-time leading rusher.
Then the Saints snookered Williams in
contract negotiations, signing him to a
seven-year, incentive-laden deal that
gave him the chance to earn millions

more each season. But he flopped his
rookie year, cashing only one of his 26
incentive clauses during an injury-rid-
dled season. His frustration bubbled
over in the off-season when he criticized
the Saints and New Orleans and fired his
agent. That earned Williams an early vis-
it to the prindipal’s office, where Haslett
gave him a four-word lecture: Shut up
and play.

“He knows he made a mistake,” Has-
lett says. “It was a bad contract. But just
because he made a mistake doesn’t mean
everyone else has to live with it. I think
the best thing for him to do is come in,
keep his mouth shut and play football.
Show everyone—his teammates and the
world—he's a good player.”

Haslett may not have liked what he
heard from Williams, but he certainly
liked what he saw—a runner who gained
nearly 1000 yards despite injuries that
forced him to miss four games and leave
three others early.

“He played only nine full games and
still gained 900 yards,” Haslett says.
“What happens when he’s healthy and
plays a full 16 games? I watched his
tapes. The things he did in college—his
best running plays—they didn't do that
here. He's not an outside runner. He
needs to run downhill, to run people

“The cost depends on whether you want our
Swedish masseuse to massage you, or you want to massage our
Swedish masseuse.”

over. That's what we're going to do
with him a little bit more than they did
last year.”

So the Saints are the X factor in the
West this season. If St. Louis can vault
from worst to first in this division, why
not the Saints?

The Rams are finding out it's harder
to stay on top than it was to get there.
Suddenly everyone wants your players.
Two blockers in the NFLs best offense
left St. Louis in free agency when center
Mike Gruttadauria signed with Arizona
and tackle Fred Miller with Tennessee.
The Rams play a first-place schedule this
season, which means the Clevelands,
Detroits and Baltimores on last year's
schedule have been replaced by the Den-
vers, Tampa Bays and Washingtons. The
retirement of Dick Vermeil also forces
the Rams to break in a new coaching
staff led by Mike Martz. But NFL and
Super Bowl MVP Kurt Warner returns—
and he alone makes the Rams one of the
favorites in the NFC.

There is very little the Panthers did
right under George Seifert in his first
season as head coach. But Carolina
could throw the football—and that over-
came deficiencies in the running game
and on defense, carrying the Panthers
to a .500 finish. At 34, Steve Beuerlein
threw a career-high 36 touchdown pass-
es and went to his first Pro Bowl. Wide
receiver Muhsin Muhammad (96 catch-
es, 1253 yards) and tight end Wesley
Walls (63 catches, 12 touchdowns) went
to Hawaii with him, and wideout Patrick
Jeffers also managed a 1000-yard, 12-
touchdown season. But the Panthers
must play better defense to contend,
which is why they drafted cornerback
Rashard Anderson and signed end
Chuck Smith, linebacker Lee Woodall
and cornerback Jimmy Hitchcock in free
agency.

The Falcons won 11 fewer games in
1999 than they did in 1998 on the way to
their first Super Bowl. Blame an offen-
sive collapse on injuries to two 1998 Pro
Bowlers, haltback Jamal Anderson and
quarterback Chris Chandler. Anderson
suffered a season-ending knee injury in
the second week, and Chandler missed
four games with hamstring, rib and
shoulder injuries. They both have their
health back in 2000. What the Falcons
don't have is much of a pass rush, having
lost 15% sacks with the defections of ends
Chuck Smith and Lester Archambeau in
free agency.

The 49ers, for the first time in almost
two decades, are in rebuilding mode.
San Francisco began preparing for life
after Steve Young by drafting Giovanni
Carmazzi and Tim Rattay last April—the
first time the club has taken two quarter-
backs in a draft since 1967. General
manager Bill Walsh also drafted four
other players he hopes can start for one
of the NFLs worst defenses: lineback-
er Julian Peterson, cornerbacks Ahmed



Plummer and Jason Webster and defen-
sive end John Engelberger.
AFC EAST

The great ones don't wait long. Dan
Marino went to the Super Bowl in his
second season and Joe Montana went in
his third. John Elway and Troy Aikman
both went to Super Bowls in their fourth
seasons. Peyton Manning's clock is at two
years and ticking.

Manning inherited a woeful 3-13
team when he became the first overall
pick of the 1998 draft by the Indianapo-
lis Colts. It took him just two seasons to
reverse that record. His rookie year was
humbling. Manning threw a league-high
28 interceptions and lost more games in
one pro season (13) than he lost in four
years of college ball at Tennessee (6). But
he showed savvy beyond his years in
1999. He threw for 4000 yards, won his
first AFC passing title and quarterbacked
the Colts to 13 victories and a division
title.

“He’s going to get better,” Colts coach
Jim Mora says. “Will you see the im-
provement from his second to third year
that you did first to second? Proba-
bly not. But you will see improvement:
in judgment, decision making, feeling
more comfortable in game situations.
The more you play, the more the game
slows down for you.”

The one disappointment that Man-
ning suffered in 1999 was his NFL play-
off debut, a 19-16 home loss to the
wild-card Tennessee Titans. He looked
every bit the young quarterback making
his first postseason start that day, com-
pleting only 19 of 43 passes with no
touchdowns.

“He'll handle his next playoff game
better,” Mora says. “I feel very lucky,
very fortunate that we've got that guy.
You just hope he can stay healthy. We
have to keep putting good players
around him.”

The Colts put a great player in the
backfield with him in 1999 when they
drafted running back Edgerrin James.
He led the NFL in rushing and scored
17 touchdowns on his way to Rookie of
the Year honors. Manning and James
provided a dynamic playmaking combi-
nation that thrust the Colts into the
NFLs top five in olfense for the first time
since the Bert Jones era in the Seventies.

To take that next step from division
champion to conference champ, the
Colts must improve on defense. They
fimished 18th against the run and 19th
against the pass last year. So general
manager Bill Polian used his first three
draft selections in April on defenders.
Linebackers Rob Morris and Marcus
Washington, the top two picks, should
make the Colts bigger against the run,
and third-round cornerback David
Macklin ought to make them faster
against the pass. How quickly they devel-
op as NFL defenders will determine how

deeply the Colts play into January.

Buffalo authored one of the greatest
decades in football history in the Nine-
ties, winning 103 games and appearing
in four Super Bowls. Only one AFC team
ever won more games in a decade (the
Seventies Miami Dolphins) and only one
NFL team went to more Super Bowls
(the Seventies Dallas Cowboys). The Bills
officially said goodbye to the Nineties
in February when they released Bruce
Smith, Thurman Thomas and Andre
Reed, Pro Bowl cornerstones on Buffalo
teams that won four consecutive AFC
championships from 1990 to 1993.
Three other starters also left in free
agency from a team that went 11-5 a
year ago. But no team handles turnover
better than the Bills. Rob Johnson takes
over for Doug Flutie at quarterback, and
enough players return from the NFLs
top-rated defense to continue the chase
in 2000.

The Jets saw their Super Bowl express
derailed in 1999 when quarterback Vin-
ny Testaverde ruptured his Achilles ten-
don in the season opener, ending his sea-
son. He's back in 2000, but coach Bill
Parcells isn’t. Neither is defensive guru
Bill Belichick. Parcells moved upstairs
and Belichick out of the building, up the
coast to New England as head coach.
New York's 8-8 finish in 1999 was a trib-
ute to great coaching, and now the great
coaches are gone. Parcells turned the job
over to Al Groh after Belichick turned it
down. Pro Bowl wide receiver Keyshawn
Johnson wanted out, and Parcells ac-
commodated him by trading him to
Tampa Bay. These Jets lack the talent
and sideline aura of the team that
reached the AFC title game in 1998.

If Jimmy Johnson and Dan Marino
couldn't deliver the Dolphins a Super
Bowl, what chance does the combination
of Dave Wannstedt and Damon Huard
have? Johnson retired as head coach of
Miami shortly after a humiliating 62-7
playoffloss to the Jacksonville Jaguars in
January. Marino retired a month later. A
decades-old problem that was handed
down from Don Shula to Jimmy John-
son has now been passed on to Wann-
stedt—the Dolphins can’t run the ball.
Without Marino, they'll have problems
throwing it too. At least Wannstedt has a
top five defense.

The Parriots have a franchise quarter-
back in Drew Bledsoe and an ace defen-
sive troubleshooter in Belichick. But
Bledsoe won't recognize many faces in
the huddle. Six starters are gone from
last season, including veteran Pro Bowl-
ers Bruce Armstrong and Ben Coates.
New England didn't have a first-round
draft pick to address any of those offen-
sive holes, sending it to the Jets as com-
pensation for the signing of Belichick.
The talent is on the defensive side of the
ball, where Ty Law, Lawyer Milloy, Chris
Slade, Ted Johnson and Willie McGinest
made the Patriots a top 10 unit in 1999.
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Products
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How to use them without disappointment.
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PLAYBOY

They can be even better in 2000 under
Belichick’s direction.

AFC CENTRAL

The Jacksonville Jaguars may have
been the best team in the NFL in 1999,
but a failure to handle division rival Ten-
nessee prevented them from proving it.
The Jaguars beat everyone they played
last season except the Titans, finishing
15-3 with all three of the losses to Ten-
nessee. The third loss was the crusher.
Jacksonville blew a 14-10 halftime lead
on its home field in the AFC title game,
losing 33-14 to saddle the greatest sea-
son in franchise history with a bitter con-
clusion. That gave Jaguars coach Tom
Coughlin a whiff of reality—the hunter
is now the hunted.

"When we came into the league in
1995, the team we had to beat was Pitts-
burgh,” Coughlin says. “So that's what
we set our sights on. In the meantime,
there were teams setting their sights on
us. Now we're going to have to broaden
our base.”

There's not much to fix on this Jack-
sonville team. Defensively, the Jaguars
allowed the fewest points in the NFL last
season and sent three players to the Pro
Bowl: end Tony Brackens, linebacker
Kevin Hardy and safety Carnell Lake.
Offensively, the Jaguars finished in the
top 10 in both yards and points despite a
minimal contribution from star running
back Fred Taylor, who missed six games
and parts of four others because of a
hamstring injury. Jacksonville sent four

players to the Pro Bowl on that side of

the ball: tackles Tony Boselli and Leon
Searcy, quarterback Mark Brunell and
wide receiver Jimmy Smith.

So the Jaguars spent the off-season
studying the tapes of those three losses
against the Titans. Figure out Tennes-
see, and Jacksonville can solve its Super
Bowl puzzle.

“We've done a lot of soul-searching,”
Coughlin says. “We have to play more
physical. Our front has to be more pow-
erful. That's our objective—be a stron-
ger football team."

To stop Tennessee’s Pro Bowl tailback

Eddie George, the Jaguars lured Pro
Bowl middle linebacker Hardy Nicker-
son away from Tampa Bay. He was a pre-
miere run defender on one of the NFLs
best defenses in 1999 with 141 tackles.
On offense, the Jaguars drafted a couple
more 300-pound blockers, center Brad
Meester and tackle Joey Chustz, to bet-
ter handle that deep, mobile front of the
Titans.

“Tennessee's a good football team,”
Coughlin says. “So are we.”

The Titans moved into Adelphia Coli-
seum in 1999 and obviously liked the
new surroundings. Tennessee was the
only team in the AFC to go unbeaten at
home, winning all nine of its games. The
Titans also beat Indianapolis and Jack-
sonville on the road in the playoffs and
came within a yard of forcing an over-
time in the Super Bowl when wide re-
ceiver Kevin Dyson was stopped just
short of the St. Louis goal line by Rams
linebacker Mike Jones on the game’s fi-
nal play. The Titans did some off-season
tinkering on defense, signing free agent
Randall Godfrey away from the Cow-
boys and drafiing Keith Bulluck in the
first round to upgrade the lineback-
er play.

Jacksonville shouldn't become too ob-
sessed with Tennessee, because Balti-
more might pass them both in the AFC
Central. The Ravens finished second in
the NFL in defense last season with a
blend of young (Peter Boulware, Chris
McAlister) and old (Rod Woodson, ‘Tony
Siragusa). But coach Brian Billick need-
ed to dramatically upgrade his offense
and did so by signing Pro Bowl tight end
Shannon Sharpe in free agency and
drafting Tennessee running back jamal
Lewis and Florida wide receiver Travis
Taylor with his two top 10 picks last
April. Suddenly the Ravens have play-

makers. Suddenly they are a playoff

contender.

The Steelers had the opportunity to
draft Marshall gunner Chad Pennington
last April and start over at quarterback.
But coach Bill Cowher decided to give
Kordell Stewart one more chance, elect-
ing to upgrade the weapons around him

by drafting elite college receivers Plaxico
Burress and Danny Farmer. They join
Troy Edwards, last year's number one
draft pick, on the flank. If Stewart can't
get the ball to these guys, he'll be play-
ing wide receiver for another NFL team
in 2001.

The Cincinnati Bengals found their
quarterback of the furure in 1999 when
they drafted Akili Smith with the third
overall pick. Then they landed a play-
maker in the 2000 draft when they
snared Florida State wide receiver Peter
Warrick with the fourth overall pick. So
the Bengals are certain to be more en-
tertaining. But can they be more success-
ful? They haven't had a winning season
since 1990 and haven't played any de-
fense since the Eighties.

Pro football returned to Cleveland in
1999. Well, not really. The Browns
didn't win a game at home all season.
They were the worst team in the NFL
and saved their very worst football for
the home folks, being outscored 238-
113 on the banks of Lake Erie. This team
is light-years away from being competi-
tive with Cincinnati, much less the rest of
the AFC Central. The Browns do have
excellent young players in quarterback
Tim Couch, wide receiver Kevin John-
son and defensive end Courtney Brown.
They just don't have enough of them.
Don’t expect a worst-to-first transforma-
tion in Cleveland any decade soon.

A¥C WEST

Quarterbacking had never been a
problem in the AFC West. Len Dawson
and Dan Fouts spent Hall of Fame ca-
reers in this division. So did future Hall
of Famer John Elway. Ken Stabler and
Dave Krieg spent the bulk of their ca-
reers here, and _}oe' Montana and War-
ren Moon made cameo appearances in
the Nineties. The AFC West always could
throw the ball with the best of them. Un-
tal 1999. Elway retired, and suddenly
there was a void of quality quarterback-
ing in the division.

That was reflected in the standings.
Seattle won the AFC West with lightly re-
garded Jon Kitna at the helm, but the




Seahawks lost five of their last six games
and backed into the playoffs with a 9-7
record. Elvis Grbac also generated nine
victories at Kansas City—but the Chiefs
lost their last two games to miss out
on the postseason. Denver coach Mike
Shanahan thought young Brian Griese
could pick up where John Elway left off.
He was wrong. Griese won only four of
his 13 starts. Both Oakland and San
Diego started aging journeymen, 34-
year-old Rich Gannon for the Raiders
and 36-year-old Jim Harbaugh for the
Chargers. There was nary an Elway or
Fouts in the bunch.

That cast of quarterbacks returns in-
tact in 2000. Which is why Chiefs coach
Gunther Cunningham is confident his
team can return to the playoffs after a
two-year absence. He feels he has the
best quarterback in the division in Gr-
bac, who turned in a full season in 1999
for the first time in his seven-year career.
He also topped 3000 yards passing and
20 touchdowns for the first time despite
just one reliable weapon, Pro Bowl tight
end Tony Gonzalez.

“I want to see Elvis deal the ball
more,” Cunningham says. “He needs to
go for the home run. There were times
last year I felt he should have thrown it
up more. So [ told him, ‘We're going to
get you some firepower."”

That firepower came in the first round
of the draft, where the Chiefs found
Jackson State’s Sylvester Morris, one of
the greatest receivers in the history of
the SWAC. He's 6’3", 206 pounds, has
sprinter speed and averaged almost 19
yards per catch in college. The last time
the Chiefs reached the Super Bowl, in
1969, they started two other big, fast re-
ceivers from the SWAC: Otis Taylor
(Prairie View) and Frank Pitts (South-
ern). There's another similarity between
the 1969 and the 2000 Chiefs—a Big
Tenner at quarterback. Dawson was
from Purdue, Grbac from Michigan.

Gannon was the best quarterback in
the division in 1999, passing for a ca-
reer-best 3800 yards on the way to his
first Pro Bowl. But he was Grbac's back-
up at Kansas City in 1998. His top
weapon is wide receiver Tim Brown, but
Brown is 34. The Raiders had a chance
to upgrade their receiving corps in the
draft but passed up on Morris to select
kicker Sebastian Janikowski with their
number one pick. Oakland also took
punter Shane Lechler in the fifth round.
Janikowski and Lechler will help repair
the Raiders’ special teams, which were
dreadful in 1999. But a team that hasn’t
been to the playoffs in six years needs
more help than two kickers.

The slide of the Denver Broncos from
Super Bowl champion right out of the
playofis involved more than the retire-
ment of Elway. The Broncos still had a
fighting chance to repeat—until NFL
rushing champion Terrell Davis shred-
ded the ligaments in his right knee in

early October. He missed the final 12
games. Two other Pro Bowl Broncos,
linebacker John Mobley and tight end
Shannon Sharpe, missed a combined 25
games with other injuries. That bad luck
has already spilled into 2000: Veteran
Pro Bowl cornerback Dale Carter has
been suspended for the season for violat-
ing the league’s substance abuse policy.
So Denver drafied Cal’s Deltha O’Neal
in the first round to replace him. 1f Da-
vis can return to his 1998 form, when
he was the best player in the NFL, the
Broncos should at least contend for a
playoff spot.

Mike Riley should have received great-
er consideration for NFL Coach of the
Year honors than he did after coaxing
the dormant Chargers to a .500 finish.
This team is not very talented, or at least
it wasn't in 1999. But San Diego landed
the best safety in the 2000 draft in Mar-
shall's Rogers Beckett and also signed a
pair of free-agent gems in cornerback
DeRon Jenkins and wide receiver Cur-
tis Conway. The Chargers need to keep

Harbaugh healthy, and either Robert
Chancey or Jermaine Fazande must de-
velop into a 20-carry-per-game back for
San Diego to challenge for a playoff spot
in 2000.

The Seahawks took huge hits last off-
season, losing eight starters. Offensively,
Seattle lost the right side of their line
when center Kevin Glover and guard
Brian Habib were released and tackle
Grant Williams jumped to New England
in free agency. Defensively, the Seahawks
lost top pass rusher Phillip Daniels, who
had nine sacks. But coach Mike Holm-
gren did not seem bothered by the mass
exodus. After all, his offense and defense
both ranked 23rd in the NFL last season.
The Seahawks may have been division
champions, but they were hardly a play-
off contender. “We have a plan,” Holm-
gren said. “l know what kind of team I
want, who T want. If we lost somebody in
free agency, maybe that was the way it
was supposed to be.”

“I've been taking Viagra, but it only makes me taller.”
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Below s a list of retailers
and manufacturers you can
conlact for information on
where to find this month's
merchandise. To buy the ap-
parel and equipment shoun
on pages 35, 43—44, 120,
124-127 and 179, check the
listings below to find the
stores nearest you.

Apple, B00-538-9696.
Printer and handheld
computer by Heuwlett
Packard, B00-552-8B500.
Printer: By Xerox, 800-
445-55564. By Canon,
800-828-4040. Printer
| and fax machine by
Brother, 888-879-3232.
Printer, phone, fax ma-
chine and stereo by Pana-
somic, 800-211-7262. In-

WIRED
Page 35: “Fast Forward”:
Processors: By AMD, B800-538-

8450. By Intel, 800-628-8686. “Cheap
Labor™: Messaging services: By Web-
ley, 888-333-0300. By General Magic,
800-468-4342. “Super Audio vs. DVD
Audio”: DVD Audio: By Sony, 800-222-
7669. By Panasonic/Technics, 800-211-
7262. By Sherwood, 7T14-870-5100. By
Atwa, 800-289-2492. By Pioneer, 800-
746-6337. SACD: By Sony, 800-222-
7669. By Marantz, B00-270-4533. By
Pioneer, 800-746-6337. By Sharp, 800-
237-4277. “Wild Thing”: Minisys-
tems: By Philips, B00-531-0039. By Pio-
neer, 800-746-6337.

MANTRACK

Page 43: "Return of the Azteks": Ponti-
ac Aztek by General Motors. Page 44:
“Bluepoint Oyster Cult”: Book from
Lyons Press, 800-836-0510. "Bourbon
King”: Bourbon from Heaven Hill Dis-
tilleries, 502-348-3921 or at your lo-
cal liquor store. “Guys Are Talking
About”™: Watch by TAG Heuer, 800-321-
4832. Sunglasses by Code, from Sun-
glass Hut International, 800-786-4527.
Hangover caplets, 877-HUNGOVER.
Food by Home Bistro, 800-628-5588.

PLAY IT AGAIN SONY

Page 120: Software: By Capeom, 408-
774-0400. By Sony, 800-345-7669. By
Squaresoft, 714-428-0599. By Konami,
650-654-5600. By EA Sports, 800-
245-4525. Hardware by Sony, 800-
345-7669.

FROM YES SIR TO BIG SUR
Pages 124-127: Computer, notebook
computer and home networking by

ternet service by Hughes
Network Systems, 800-274-8995. Phone
and stereo system by Sony, 800-222-
7669. Phones: By Lucent Technologies,
800-372-2447. By ATeT, at local re-
tail stores. By Siemens, 888-777-0211.
Handheld computer by Casio, 800-
962-2746. Notebook computers: By
Dell, 800-999-3355. By IBM, 800-426-
7235. By Gateway 2000, 800-846-2000.
Notebook and handheld computer by
Compag, 800-282-6672. Cell phones:
By Nokia, 888-665-4228. By Motoro-
la, 800-331-6456. By Samsung, 800-
726-7864. By Ericsson, 800-374-2776.
Smartphone by NeoPoint, 877-636-
4447. Handheld computers: By Palm,
800-881-7256. By Handspring, 888-
565-9393. Paging system by Motorola,
800-548-9954. Stereo systems: By
JVC, B00-252-5722. By Kenwood, 800-
536-9663. By Sharp, 800-237-4277. By
Bose, 800-999-2673. Home networking
by Intel, BOO-628-8686.

ON THE SCENE

Page 179: Electronic directory by
Scoul Electromedia, 415-896-0950. Cam-
era and video walkie-talkies by Ken-
wood, B00-536-9663. Pocket tool by
Spyderco, B00-525-7770. Discman and
headphones by Sony, 800-222-7669.
Alarm sensor and lock by Kryptonile,
781-82B-6655.

Various items featured in this issue are
available for purchase online at prod
ucts. playboy.com
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JENNIFER LOPEZ

(continued from page 66)
the Grammys, it came my way. I thought
I shouldn't wear it because others had. I
thought the press might put out photos
of all the people next to one another in
the same dress. But I decided to do what
[ wanted. I loved it. 1 didn't have any-
thing I loved better at the uime.

The first ume [ tried it on, I felt the
impact when I walked out of the bath-
room. My makeup artist, my manager,
and Puff—everybody—were looking at
me like, Wow. Puff was like, “That’s the
one! Don't even worry about it. That's a
knockout dress, a killer dress and I want
you to go with that.” The reaction shows
that you can't ever plan how people will
react. If you were to try to plan it—"Let's
get that dress with the plunging neck-
line and it will be a sensation”—people
wouldn't even notice. But when 1 walked
onstage, I had to hold the dress up so 1
wouldn't trip on it. I was standing there,
waiting for the words to come up on the
Teleprompter. Everybody was really qui-
et. 1 was wondering what was wrong.
Afterward, I was told that they were
panning for people’s reactions. All of a
sudden, it was like a thunder roll, all the
way to the front. People were like, "Ahh!”
They were screaming and yelling. David
Duchovny said, “For once, I'm sure no-
body is looking at me.”

PLAYBOY: That dress provided the most
revealing look at you yer. You haven't
done a nude scene in a movie. Would
you ever?

LOPEZ: I don'’t think you need to see my
breasts to understand my character. I
think you can do love scenes that show
skin, legs, whatever. But nudity isn't for
me. 1 don’t condemn anybody else for
doing it, but I'd feel weird. 1 made a
promise to myself at one point not to do
anything I don't feel good about afier-
ward. It's not worth it. I wouldn't feel
good afterward, so I won't do it.
PLAYBOY: Does that modesty come from
your parents? Were you brought up
religious?

LoPEZ: We were Catholic, and T went
through 12 years of Catholic school. So,
sure. We went to church on Sundays and
all that kind of stuff.

PLAYBOY: Are you still religious?

LOPEZ: 1 still have a strong belief in God.
I won't say I go to church all the time,
though sometimes 1 think I should. I
think I will go back to it one day. I've
been grounded in that. I pray often.
PLAYBOY: Your father was a computer
specialist, your mother a schoolteacher.
How did they react when you told them
you weren't going to college, that you
wanted to be in show business?

LOPEZ: You need to prove things to peo-
ple. It was that way with my family. The
more | showed them, the more they be-
lieved. They were never discouraging,
but they were never “Go, go, go.” Sull,
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they were there, ready to catch me if 1
fell. But I always knew. I knew from the
time I was four or five years old that I
wanted to sing, wanted to dance. I knew
I wanted to act.

PLAYBOY: You'd danced in New York, but
your big break came in LA when you be-
came a Fly Girl on In Living Color. How
did you get the job?

LOPEZ: The show was in its first season, it
was a hit and they needed another girl.
So there were huge auditions in New
York and in LA. I tried out and got it.
PLAYBOY: Did you have a sense that cast
members like Damon Wayans and Jim
Carrey would become stars?

LoPEz: Damon was amazing, but you
never know with those things and I
wasn't looking at anyone like, Oh, he's
going to be a huge star. I was just danc-
ing. Everybody on the show was talent-
ed. But the dancers rehearsed separate-
ly. They did their thing and we used to
film in the morning. We didn’t interact
with them much. It was fun, though.
There was a lot of fresh new energy. But
it was a really weird time for me. I had
lived in New York my whole life. I was
living in LA by myself.

PLAYBOY: When we watch reruns of the
show and see you dance, it's remarkable
how much your looks and body have
changed. What happened?

LOPEZ: | had some baby fat on me. My
manager and I were looking at pictures
and it's like, you know, I've become a
woman. I was 22 then, and I was unhap-
py- I had moved away from home. I was
lonely. A year later I was in love. The
pounds dropped off like nothing. I be-
came focused and I worked out and ate
salads and did all kinds of things to
change my life.

PLAYBOY: When you did Selena, you lip-
synched. But you got your chance to
sing for yourself with On the Six, your de-
but album. When a lot of movie stars
make record deals, people roll their
eyes. How long did it take for the music
industry to see you were serious and had
some ability?

LoPez: I'd done a demo, which a couple
record companies had heard. When 1
went to see Tommy Motiola, people in
his organization already wanted to sign
me. He asked what 1 wanted to do. I
said, “I want a deal. 1T want to make a
great album.” He said OK.

PLAYBOY: Your album came during a
wave of success for Ricky Martin, En-
rique lglesias and Marc Anthony and
the resurgence of Carlos Santana. Lat-
in American music is now a hot seller.
What's behind the trend?

LOPEZ: Our mfluence hit big in 1999.
With any other ethnic group, people
want to think of it as a fad, which is a
shame. Latin music has always been
around. We're coming into our own and
it will only continue 10 get bigger in the
States.

PLAYBEOY: Among your movies, do you



have a favorite?
LOPEZ: Selena was always my favorite be-
cause I got to sing and dance as well as
act. | felt passionate about her and her
tragic, beautiful story. The other one is
the movie I just did, The Wedding Plan-
ner. It was such a pleasant experience.
We all just clicked.

PLAYBOY: How was it working with Oliver
Stone on U Turn?

LOPEZ: He was cool. I'd met him for Nor-
iega, and while I was reading, he was re-
arranging the furniture. I was furious.
When 1 left, [ said I'd never again audi-
tion for that man. I had that kind of atti-
tude, even though I was nobody, work-
ing on a television show. A few years
later, though, he called me for this. [ told
my manager, “Didn’t
I tell you 1 didn't
want to audition with
him?” He said, “He
just wants to meet
you.” I'm sure they
thought I was crazy.
Finally, I said, "He s
Oliver Stone, so OK.
I'll give him a second
chance.” Because of
what had happened,
I probably had a lit-
tle attitude. He liked

Cordless!

in the $7.5 million range. How does that
change things?

LOPEZ: It's destructive to think about it,
so I don't. This business is too fickle. You
could destroy yourself thinking about
the money. I just focus on understand-
ing my character and telling the story.
I focus on making good music. | have
managers and agents who worry about
money. | tell them they should alert
me when there’s a really big problem
[laughs].

PLAYBOY: Do you worry that the enter-
tainment business is more fickle toward
women? Demi Moore got $12.5 million
for Striptease, which flopped, and her ca-
reer never recovered. Then there's Kev-
in Costner, who hasn't had a hit in years

is helieving

that. He said, “You
remind me of those
Puerto Rican girls
who used to beat me
up on the bus. They
were mean.” [ said,
“I'm not going to be
mean to you.” Oli-
ver's great at what he
does. It was a strange
tale of this little
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quirky town and this
guy passing through—
like he'd entered hell.
Nick Nolte was amaz-
ing. He and Sean
Penn are the two
most incredible ac-
tors I've ever seen
working.

PLAYBOY: How was it
working with your
Out of Sight co-star George Clooney?
LOPEZ: He's a cool guy, a real joker. He's
charming, really down with the crew. He
plays basketball during lunch—that's
pretty much George.

PLAYBOY: You always hear of people fall-
ing in love on movie sets. Has that ever
happened?

LOPEZ: Not to me, because I've usually
been in a relationship when I've done
movies. And I'm not a cheater. When
I'm with somebody, that's it. But I un-
derstand how it happens. You're with
each other all the time. So if you want to
be together, you can.

PLAYBOY: Three years ago, with Selena,
you became the first Latina actor to
make $1 million for a movie. Now you're
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Jodie Foster. I look up to people like
Barbra Streisand, Diana Ross, Bette
Midler and Cher, who've been able to
meld singing and acting careers. They
are thought of as performers, whether
they're acting, singing or dancing.
PLAYBOY: Does it bother you that women
are often cast to play the girlfriend of the
leading man?

LOPEZ: I guess I've been lucky. I could
have wound up getting the girlfriend
parts and I would have taken them all at
the beginning. But I didn’t get them. I
had a different quality, 1 suppose. 1 was
kind of a chameleon. Nobody knew who
I was. All I can hope to do now is make
good choices. The best careers are main-
tained by being selective. Eddie Olmos
gave me some good
advice when I was
starting out in Mi Fa-
milia: “If you don’t
feel it 100 percent,
don’t do it. It doesn't
matter how much
they want to pay you,
it doesn’t matter who
else is in it, and it
doesn’t matter who's
directing. If you don't
feel i1, don’t do it,
because it will show.”
You can't fake it. It's
like you see a paint-
er on his best day
and he's painted the
freaking Mona Lisa.
Another day, he's
painted garbage. The
same painter. Wheth-
er it was Selena or The
Wedding Planner, 1
felt grounded in the
characters. 1 under-
stood them. I think
thar leads to a career
that can last. If you
keep that up, nobody
can ever say, “All of
her movies sucked.”

Optionza! Power Cord $29°
Plus shipping and handling
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but still earns $20 million a picture. Is
this fair?

LOPEZ: Male stars do get a number of
Get Out of Jail Free cards, but I think
women can, too. Julia Roberts cracked
through. She has proved that she’s just
as bankable as any male star. This is a
business. 1f a studio feels it’s going to
make a certain amount of money with
you there, it'll give you that extra money
to be there. So though men still are usu-
ally paid more than women, it's even-
ing out.

PLAYBOY: In your own acling you've cov-
ered both drama and comedy. Who are
your role models? Who do you admire?
LOPEZ: Meg Ryan. She has both a vulner-
able quality and a strength to her. I love

They'll at least have
to amend that to,
“The movies sucked,
though she was real-
ly good in them” [laughs]. There are so
many variables and the only control that
you can have is what you choose. I hope
I'll never do a movie for the wrong rea-
son—for the money. Maybe in a year or
two I'll teel differently—hope I don't. 1
hope I never hear, “We really need a big
hit. Let’s do a big, fat action movie.”
“Hey, they want you to play Wonder
Woman!”

PLAYBOY: So you wouldn't play Wonder
Woman?

LOPEZ: Don't think my managers and 1
don't talk about things like that. Bur at
the end of the day, I really like what I'm

doing now.
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living online

(continued from page 36)
MovieLens was developed by one of the
pioneering researchers in collaborative
filtering, a system that attempts to pre-
dict the kinds of things you like based on
the things other people have recom-
mended. You start out at MovieLens by
rating movies you've already seen, giv-
ing each title one to five stars. Movie-
Lens then compares the results with the
thousands of other people who have tak-
en their survey. By matching you up
with people who have likes and dislikes
similar to yours, it presents you with a
list of movies other people enjoyed, but
you haven't seen yet. The more movies
you rate, the better Movielens gets at
picking winners. And El Dia de la Bestia?
I found it at the video store as The Day
of the Beast. MovieLens had predicted
I'd give it five stars. It was off by one
star. Close enough—I've bookmarked
MovieLens.

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL

What's the deal with websites that are
so crammed with flashy, useless crap it
takes five minutes to load a page? When
I visit a site that starts out by displaying a
slow-loading “splash” page, I back up
and head for a livelier place, like the 5K
Web Design Contest (sylloge.com/5k).
In the dozens of uny, fast-loading sites
here, you can find a 3D Tetris game, a
green tea fan site and a War card game.
Five kilobytes isn't much—many web-
sites use a dozen or more 20-kilobyte im-

ages on a single bloated page. These
bite-size entries prove it doesn't take a lot
of fancy animation to make a website in-
teresting. It just requires good content
and good design.

WIRED HOME COMPANION

Afier discovering that 50 of my cher-
ished but long-unplayed vinyl LPs had
been destroyed by mildew, I decided to
take preemptive action and copy the rest
of my vinyl collection to CDs. I already
had a CD-ROM burner and had used it
to make compilation discs from my au-
dio CDs. But 1 had no idea how to hook
up an analog turntable to my computer
in order to convert vinyl to a digital for-
mat. Naturally, the first place I looked
for an answer was the web. I found
a thorough how-to article at Technoco
pia.com. The site, which covers the
emerging “digital household infrastruc-
ture,” has articles about home automa-
tion, home networks and all kinds of
domestic gadgetry, like automated Kitty
litter boxes. The most recent issue has a
hands-on review of the TiVo digital TV
recorder (they give it a thumbs-up), a
comparison of cable versus DSL Internet
services (they say DSL is more reliable,
but cable is usually cheaper) and a piece
on the future of domestic robots. Tech-
nocopia is a good indicator of what we
can expect when the Internet extends its
reach beyond the confines of the desk-
top PC.

You can contact Mark Frauenfelder by
e-mail at ivingonline@playboy.com.

“What about jerking off?”

Seth Green

(continued from page 129)
actor who they think can make them
laugh afterward.

9

pLAYBOY: You hand a casting agent your
business card. What does it say?

GREEN: Om the front it says, "He works
hard for the money.” And then on the
back it says, “So hard for it, honey.”

10

pLAYBOY: What are the advantages of be-
ing vertically challenged?

GREEN: I'm great in a crowd because 1
can move very quickly. I have a low cen-
ter of gravity. When I'm playing basket-
ball, the taller players get confused be-
cause I can move fast and get inside
them. 1 can't shoot, though. That's the
main problem.

11

pLAYBOY: You've heard a lot of them.
What is your favorite short joke?

Green: When 1 was in eighth grade this
guy belted out, “Seth, you're so short
you could sit on the curb and swing your
legs.” It cracked up the whole room, in-
cluding me. That image is very funny.

12

rLAYBOY: What do you have against golf?
GRreen: Nothing except 1 sunburn easily,
and to my knowledge there's no indoor
golf course. Also, golf clubs are kind of
long for me. People look at you funny
when you're carrying a sack of mini golf
clubs. Besides, those carts don't go faster
than six miles an hour, and that doesn't
cut it.

13

rLAYBOY: You portray a guitar-wielding,
rock-and-roll werewolf on Buffy. Ringo
has his all-star band. Who would be in
yours?

Green: Wow. Tt would be a big band.
We'd fill the stage. Tom Morello would
be in it, as would Tenacious D. Matthew
Sweet would be our songwriter. We'd
have some cool, hot chick like Shirley
Manson singing. I would love to get Josh
Freese, Scott Churilla, [immy Chamber-
lain and Chad Smith to do percussion.
That would be brilliant. I'd throw Twig-
gy Ramirez, Flea and Mike Dirnt and
Mark Hoppus from Blink 182 into the
bass section. I'm bad with guitars, so 1
would just sit and watch.

14

pLAYBOY: You have appeared on MTV's
Loveline many times. What sexual prob-
lem stumped you?

crEEN: Pick one that didn't. One guy
couldn't control his anal constrictions. 1



was like, “I've got no advice for you,
man." The fact that actors and musicians
are deemed appropriate mouthpieces
for the sexual problems of a deviate soci-
ety is stunning to me. It’s like, * You liked
Austin Powers? Thanks, but I don't know
what to do about your bleeding nip-
ple. The fantasies you're having about
your dog? All I can say is, I think it's
unhealthy. You might want to consult
someone else.”

15

pLAYBOY: Knowing what you know now,
how would you go about playing Woody
Allen differently? Besides dating girls
your own age.

GREEN: I'm pleased that I didn’t know
then what 1 know now, because i1t would
have been a different experience. It's
like that kid who did the voice in An
American Tail. They cast him because of
the way he sounded, then as soon as
he found out that his character was a
mouse, he changed the voice and they
couldn’t get him to go back to what they
loved originally. Ignorance is bliss in a
situation like that.

16

pLAYBOY: Care to share with us a quintes-
sential Woody moment on or off the set?
GREEN: It was the first time I met him on
the set. I shook his hand and said, “T'm

so excited to be working with you.” He
disengaged from my hand, looked at his
hand to make sure all his fingers were
there, wiped his hand on his shirt and
said, “It’s not that big a deal!” That ges-
ture indicated to me that I should enjoy
myself and do my best work instead of
treating it like a huge, reverential situa-
tion. Or perhaps he meant my hand was
dirty and he didn’t trust me.

17

pLAYBOY: In Can't Hardly Wait, you por-
tray Kenny Fisher, a wannabe-black kid
whose goal is to lose his virginity. Do you
suppose the opposite character exists?
GREEN: A black kid who desperately
wants to be white and remain celibate?
I'm sure he's out there somewhere, in a
twisted monasterial cult. 1 just haven’t
met him.

18

PLAYBOY: As the son of Dr. Evil you wear
black nail polish. What does that tell us
about a man?

GREEN: Remember how 15 years ago,
people thought it was freaky for a guy to
have an earring? Now it's commonplace.
It's the same thing with nail polish. I
wear it to capitalize on the audience’s
perception that people who wear nail
polish are either weird rock stars or con-
fused and upset kids. Even though I dis-

agree with that opinion, 1 wear the nail
polish to get that reaction. In Buffy the
character is a rock star. Rock stars wear
nail polish. In Austin Powers the kid's
fucked up. Fucked-up kids do fucked-up
things to their bodies.

19

PLAYBOY: Does one shade work better
than another?

GREEN: On film everything looks black,
I've had various shades of blue and pur-
ple and everyone says, “What's up with
the black nail polish?” I've even worn
dark greens, though I'm not about to go
the sea-foam gold route.

20

PLAYBOY: You've said you have a crush on
Geri Halliwell. Are you referring to the
pre- or post-Spice Girls Geri?

GREEN: My crush on her has been greatly
exaggerated. It was less about Geri as a
person and more about what she repre-
sented as Ginger Spice. As Ginger, she
seemed outspoken and interesting. She
seemed to be having a lot of fun. Now
she’s had a makeover and is trying to
prove she’s a serious artist. That's far less
appealing to me than a trashy tart with a
loud mouth who's having a great time.
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Harold Ramis imefom o)

Things were never any belter. Whenever people men-
tion a golden age, I think they’ve lost some brain cells.

me where all that scentific jargon in
Ghostbusters came from. He asked, “Was
it real?” | said, “No, Danny Aykroyd and
I made it all up.” He laughed and said,
“We should try to get you on Celebrity
Jeopardy sometime.” I said, “I'd love to,
Alex!” And I'm sull waiting. But some-
one told me that Merv Griffin has a
three-second test for Celebrily Jeopardy. 1f
he can't think of who you are in three
seconds, you're not famous enough to be
on the show. The other day I was mis-
taken for Eugene Levy. Some woman
walked up and told me 1 was great in
American Pie.

pLAYBOY: Would you sell your soul to the
devil?

rRamis: I've had many opportunities.
Maybe I already have, for fame and
fortune.

pLaYBOY: How deep are you into the
metaphysical—in other words, psychics?
rAMIS: My first wife was so passionate
about it that I was always in the role of
skeptic—and yet 1 went with her to var-
ious things and sampled it enough to
at least get a funny take on it. [Pauses]
Once, I was in a chat room and some-
one, thinking I was a psychic, wrote,
“Are you reading today?” I wrote, “Yes, 1
am.” Using what I'd learned, 1 wrote,
“Get a metal object you've owned for
a long time—a ring, a watch, a piece
of jewelry. Hold it in your right hand.
Close your eyes. Take a deep, cleans-

ing breath.” The woman said, “All right.”
I wrote, “1 see a troubled marriage,” fig-
uring 1 can't miss. How could you miss
with that? She wrote, “YES!"—capital
letters, exclamation mark. I was in. 1
could have said anything at that point.
She wanted me to be right. [ wrote, “Not
necessarily your own?” She said, “No,
no, it'’s mine!” It was a way for her to
confess. Then I felt guilty. 1 thought, Oh
my God, this woman has invested her
belief in me, and now 1 have to leave her
with something useful. I tried to empow-
er her. I said she didn't have to stay in
a bad situation, that if she took respon-
sibility for her situation, things could
work out.

pLayBOY: Will there be a Ghostbusters IIT?
ramIs: Danny and I talked a lot about it,
and actually did some real work. The
studio was ready to do it. We were going
to introduce new Ghostbusters. Genera-
tion X Ghostbusters. Y2K Ghostbusters.
We'd be the mentors, the company ex-
ecs. But the deal was problematic.
PLAYBOY: One can divide your writing
and directing career into at least two sig-
nificant phases. In the first you took on
iconic subjects: fraternities, camp, the
armed services, ghosts, golf-
rAMIS: Those were the institutional com-
edies, yeah.

PLAYBOY: And now it's——

ramis: The wacky redemption comedies.
Man’s search for meaning.

“I'm sorry, but I'm not available over the counter.”

pLAYBOY: Exactly. The comedies of self-
discovery. Groundhog Day, Analyze This,
Multiplicity, Bedazzled. What happened?

ramis: My daughter's now 23. She grad-
uated from college saying she believed in
armed struggle and armed revolution. 1
thought back: When I was that age we
wanted to revolt against the establish-
ment. At 23, you're supposed to. When
you're young you tend to blame society.

But as a function of getting older, in
hand with certain philosophies that 1
now embrace, I began taking personal
responsibility for what happens in my
life, and that became the issue. For me
it’s come down to a couple of really big
areas or concepts. One is a kind of lazy
man’s Buddhism. The other is an exis-
tential view of life that 1 derived from
some of the reading I did for Analyze
Thus. 1t resonated with me.
pLAYBOY: What's the syllabus?
ramis: I read a fair amount of existential
psychotherapy by this guy Irvin Yalom.
And I was sent books—Viktor Frankl's
Man's Search for Meaning and a really
good book by a shrink named Allen
Wheelis, Quest for Identity.

The Wheelis book talks about two pro-
cesses operating in society. One is the
institutional process, which is our re-
liance on established orders, the his-
torical continuity of institutions, rules,
knowledge and lore from the past. And
then there’s the instrumental process,
which is invention, discovery, growth.
These two are at odds. People were
much more sure of things when they re-
lied heavily on the institutional process.
Institutions are about certainty. Rodney
Dangerfield used to say he wished he
was born Gentile and stupid. He'd be
a lot happier and he could believe in
something. The more we learn about
ourselves, the less certain we are.
pLaYBOY: How does all this influence
your directing?
ramis: It's interesting. Most people think
being a director requires a lot of certain-
ty. Because you're in authority, people
expect you to behave like you know. 1
found early on that don't-know is the
place to start. The more 1 feel I'm sup-
posed to know, or need to know, the
more anxious I get. It's much easier to
say 1 don't know and then explore and
consult.
prLayBoy: Fine for you, but what about
the people who depend on you to know?
Cameramen, lighting guys, producers,
actors?
raMIs: Yeah, but that’s just about image
and ego and vanity. So what? 1 love
shocking the crew by saying, “I don't
have a fucking clue what to do at this
point.” They laugh. They like that. And
I have a great alliance with the actors.
From the beginning, I make it clear that
we’re on a journey of discovery together,
and that they will be comfortable be-
cause I won't make them do anything
they're not comfortable with.
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In Bedazzled 1 articulate the existential
realities. Brendan, under the influence
of his wish to be brilliant, makes a speech
where he says, “Every time I reread Ca-
mus and Sartre, I kept thinking, Why
does the existential dilemma have 1o be
so damn bleak? Yes, we're alone in the
universe. Yes, life is meaningless and
death is inevitable. But is that necessari-
ly so depressing?”
rraysoy: That s funny.

Ramis: [Chuckles] He's speaking for me
directly there. And it comes out comedic
because that's my fundamental view of
life. And because those questions engage
me, I figure, Why not for now let them
be the content? The idea is just to make
it entertaining,

PLAYBOY: Do you feel as if you're sneak-
ing in the heavy stuff?

Ramis: Not really. It's no more snuck in
than in Groundhog Day where you go on a
journey with Bill Murray. But it’s a jour-
ney of the spirit, not necessarily of the
events. The events don't tell the story;
i’s his growth that tells the story.
PLAYBOY: As you've moved on, a new gen-
eration of comic filmmakers has filled
the gap with raunchier stuff. Do you
feel old?

rRaMis: No, timeless [laughs]. I've always
thought of myself as one of the kids,
though every time I see a profile on the

Farrellys or Adam Sandler, they're al-
ways saying that when they were 12, they
saw Caddyshack or Animal House.
rLAYBOY: Do you see your stuff in their
movies?

ramis: Oh yeah. They don't make a se-
cret of it, either. About six years ago I
did a litde acting in the movie Airheads.
Adam Sandler was 1n it with Steve Busce-
mi and Brendan. Adam didn't exactly
follow me around, but he spent a fair
amount of time talking about Caddyshack
and how he wanted to do a movie just
like it. Then he did Happy Gilmore. That
feels pretty good. I accept thar.

rLAYBOY: Do you like the recent success-
ful gross-out comedies American Pie and
There’s Something About Mary?

RAMIS: American Pie had some cute mo-
ments. I enjoyed it, but not a lot. I liked
South Park a lot. I get the feeling Trey
Parker and Matt Stone are very smart.
You know that they crafted their in-
tentions and it’s not just accidental. 1
thought they made a good point and
made it strongly, and it was edgy. I'm not
so interested in safe genre movies that
seem to be dull versions of something
we've already seen a hundred times—
even though they're no worse than the
ones we made before. The problem is
that after Animal House, the style of that
film became the content of those that

Aren’t you done yet? How hard is it to draw an
eagle with a snake in its feet? I should have gone somewhere else!
Don’t you know what you're doing?”

tried to trade on its success. They mis-
took the style for the content. My fa-
vorite new cliché—one I came up with—
is that there are more good-looking mov-
ies than good movies.

PLAYBOY: As opposed to this being some
golden age of comedies?

rRaMis: I don't think so. I believe things
were never any better. Whenever people
mention a golden age, 1 think they've
lost some brain cells. When we did our
early movies, someone actually wrote,
“If this is the New Hollywood, bring
back the Old Hollywood.” It’s just gen-
erational. Was 1939 really such a great
year for movies? People celebrate the
past. If they made 350 Hollywood mov-
ies in 1940, how many were good? Fif-
teen? Aren't there 15 good movies this
year? Sure.

pLavsoy: Would you want to direct Jim
Carrey?

rRaMIS: Yeah, I would. I hear from his
guys, “You're great, you're great, you're
great,” but it hasn’t turned into any real
work yet.

rLAYBOY: Would you take him in a new
direction?

ramis: [t's not that. Actors are at the mer-
cy of the scripts that are written. Direc-
tors can only do the things that they're
offered or that they generate. The only
real power you have is to not work. You
can see where careers were ruined be-
cause people didn't have the courage to
not work. They felt they had to be out
there, and then did something unwor-
thy. Chevy Chase probably hurt himself
a lot doing that. John Candy, too. Butit’s
hard to walk away. Actors are always
afraid that they'll never work again.
rLAYBOY: How do you get Bill Murray 1o
make a movie?

RaMis: These days? I don't try. 1 don't
know who speaks for him anymore. He's
very picky about the stuff he does. He
made a couple of comedies after Ground-
hog Day that didn’t work out well. He co-
directed, with Howard Franklin, Quick
Change; then he made Larger Than Life,
an elephant movie. The other one was
The Man Who Knew Too Liltle. 1 enjoyed
that one. Maybe he looks better and bet-
ter to the studios as a well-known sup-
porting cameo or feature role. I think
he's made some interesting choices in
the last few years. I saw Cradle Will Rock
and I liked Rushmaore and Wild Things a
lot. Those were good choices for him.
Charlie's Angels, 1 don't know. He's Bos-
ley. But as far as his carrying a comedy
by himself these days—the audience is so
young, and to them, Bill's a guy who was
on Saturday Night Live before they were
even born.

rLaYBoY: Will you work together again?
ramis: I don't know. We don't really have
a social relationship. We drifted apart af-
ter Groundhog Day. 1 don't even know
what he thinks about what I do. He may
think I'm a total sellout.

pLAYBOY: But you got on well during
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Groundhog Day.

ramis: Uh, it was tough. 1 think he felt
embattled on a lot of fronts. There were
big changes in his personal life happen-
ing at that time. His marriage ended and
a new one began during that film, and I
think he felt kind of isolated from the
production. He was never happy. He
seemed to be suffering a lot. I think he
was convinced it wasn't going to be good
and that he wasn't going to be good in it.
Then 1 saw him on Larry King saying
that it’s probably the best work he'll ever
do. [Pauses] He went on to put the cap-
per on my career and say it's the best
work I'll ever do [laughs].

PLAYBOY: On Analyze This, you directed
De Niro and Crystal. What's it like to di-
rect someone who has directed?

ramis: Winning Billy's respect from the
outset was important. In our first meet-
ing I assured him, “Comedy is the god I
serve, and the movie will be funny.” I
think it showed a great generosity of
spirit on his part to accept that his role as
the shrink had to be more laid-back. It
forced him to be much more selective
about where he put his energy when it
was appropriate to be funny.

pLayBoy: What about De Niro? Was his
playing a mobster—like Brando doing
The Freshman—a parody?

ramis: T don’t think so. Brando has al-
ways expressed a lot of contempt for his

own profession, and there’s a lot of self-
loathing in that. I think De Niro is proud
to be an actor, loves his characters and
takes them all seriously. I believe that
more than anything he was looking in
Analyze This for a character he could play
with conviction, who would be funny not
because Bob would be delivering jokes
but because the behavior and the con-
text would be funny.

pLAYBOY: Did you do any heavy prepara-
tion for that film?

ramis: 1 worked entirely from reality,
both in Mafia history and in the psycho-
logical underpinnings of an anxiety dis-
order. It wasn't clear to me that any-
one who had written earlier drafts of the
movie had ever seen a panic attack. ['ve
driven people with panic attacks to the
emergency room; I worked in a locked
psychiatric ward for seven months. I'd
been to a variety of shrinks. I also know
a lot of shrinks.

pLAYBOY: Why is the mixture of the mob
and mental health suddenly part of the
zeitgeist again?

ramis: A friend of mine is a philosophy
professor who specializes in gender
studies. He wrote an article called “Di-
minished Masculinities in Analyze This
and The Sopranes.” His premise was that
both the movie and The Sopranos are cor-
rectly describing something that's really
happening, which is the breakdown of

“Why didn’t you say you had to go before we left home?”

the institutional process in the Mafia.
The old values are dying. The old-style
Mafia boss is a dinosaur in this world of
uncertainty and neurosis and anxiety
and depression. The laws were changed
to give the government extraordinary
power over organized crime and, as is
stated at the beginning of Analyze Ths,
i’s a new century. You've got to change
with the times, and you've got a new
mafioso to go with it.

PLAYBOY: A few years ago you joined a
ritual men's group. Why? Do you still
take part?

raMis: No. It came out of seeing Robert
Bly on a Bill Moyers program, and then
reading some Bly stuff. Earlier I'd read
stuff by Michael Ventura on Bly in LA
Weekly. He said some great things about
fathering, the absence of initiation ritu-
als in our society, young men trying to
initiate themselves in the form of gang
behavior, the absence of mentoring in
society. I went to a Bly lecture, and it had
an amazing kind of energy. I had not
seen 800 men in an auditorium since my
Army induction physical or since shoot-
ing Stripes.

pLAYBOY: What was it like?

ramis: I'd been so conditioned to being
in situations where you choose carefully
who you're with—TIs he cool? Will people
think I'm cool for being in this group?—
and here I was, with a random group of
men I had no control over. We were in
listening mode. There's no cross talk.
There's no dialogue. Men usually seek
power in groups by dominating the
group, by talking more than the oth-
er guy, by coming up with the answer.
There were no answers in this group.
You pass an object and whoever’s hold-
ing the object gets to talk. Everyone else
shuts up and listens. And you don't
speak about the others. You speak only
about yourself. That was unfamiliar to
me. Being in the group took me out of
myself. I ended up realizing how much I
had in common with the other men. Of
course, we were all white and within a
narrow age range, and we all lived on
the west side of LA. It's not like we were
embracing our African brothers or any-
thing. We would have Native Americans
come in occasionally and drum with us
or whatever. We did drum.

pLAYBOY: Do you still drum?

raMis: Yes. That's the legacy of the men's
group: African drumming. I have a
drum; my wife, Erica, has a drum; my
son, Julian, has a drum. 1 have lots of
percussion in my living room. Someone
starts a rhythm and everyone, of all ages,
gets in. Eventually everyone's laughing
and people you've never even seen move
off a sofa are up and invenung some
kind of weird folk dance.

pLAYBOY: Do you dance?

ramis: 1 just drum [laughs].
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only one Mac or PC, opt for the portable
version and expect 1o pay upwards of
$2000 for the power. (A good cxamplc
1s the Dell Inspiron 3800, pictured on
page 124. The 3800 comes with a 600
MHz, 650 MHz or 700 MHz Penuum I11
processor, up to 30 gigs of storage and
up to 512 megs of RAM.)

A cell phone is another indispensable
piece of mobile gear. New digital models
from Nokia, Motorola, Samsung and Er-
icsson transmit calls, as well as e-mail,
pager messages and faxes. They also let
you access the web for stock reports,
news and sports scores. NeoPoint's 1000
smart phone even doubles as an organiz-
er with a jumbo display and an icon-
based interface for accessing your con-
tacts and schedule and the web.

When you're running your own show,
it's critical that you remain organized.
Handheld computers by Palm, Hand-
spring, Hewlett Packard, Casio and
Compaq have enough memory to keep
your schedule, contacts and a zillion to-
do lists. They also have peripherals for
sending and receiving e-mail, trading
stocks, listening to music and taking dig-
ital photographs. All feature LCDs with
touch-screen technology.

Motorola's new Timeport P935 (§400)
has a clamshell design that opens to re-
veal a tiny keyboard and LCD. It per-
forms much like a handheld computer
with the advantage of wireless messaging
and e-mail. And the Timeport's infrared
technology lets you trade data with oth-
er, similarly equipped devices.

Every home office needs a stereo, and
our choice is Sony's CMT-LS1 desktop
system ($600). It has a vertical-loading
five-disc CD changer, and can be mount-
ed on the wall to save space. JVC, Sharp
and Kenwood also make great office-size
systems. And we're big fans of Bose's
Wave Radio with CD-player, stereo tun-
er and credit card-size remote ($500).

There are now low-cost, no-brainer
ways to link multiple computers in your
home. The ability to share a broadband
connection and peripherals is the main
advantage of joining home systems. In-

stead of having a digital subscriber line
for each PC (at $50 a pop), everyone liv-
ing under your roof can simultaneously
use a single line.

Home networking standards are still
being hammered out, but the most pop-
ular setups—including Intel's AnyPoint
and Apple’s AirPort ($100 per computer
to start)}—link computers through radio
frequency or standard phone lines. That
means you don't have to pay for elabo-
rate wiring. And if you opt for the wire-
less solution, hanging out on the deck, at
the beach or in the pub can be a reality.
Nice life, isn't it?
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(continued from page 116)
his time, says there's no such thing as a
heterosexual or a homosexual. 1 think
that just this once Gore Vidal is wrong. |
think there are homosexuals and het-
erosexuals and just plain sexuals. Sexu-
ality is a broad spectrum, but it has some
major wavelengths on it. To have ultra-
modern sexuality is to have stealth sexu-
ality. You have those girls sleeping with
you before they see it coming.

For me one of the great events in mod-
ern American history was when the el-
egant and droll Vidal called William
Buckley a eryptonazi on live TV at the
1968 Democratic Convenuion. The arch,
aristocratic facade trembled; Buckley's
lunar complexion turned deep mauve

and he started sputtering “You ... you . ..
you,” he stuttered, “you queer!” Later, at
a press conference, he expanded on his
characterization and called him a fag.

It was, apparently, the worst thing
Buckley could think of. Fag, faggot—
such terms of contempt. “It takes one
to know one” would have been Pee-
wee Herman's reply. Fag doesn’t just
mean homosexual—it's a constellation
of louche, outré qualities. (Pardon my
French, boys.)

I called the famous fashion designer
Halston a faggot once. He yelled at me
for wrinkling a fashion sketch by hubris-
packed illustrator Joe Eula. He acted like
1 had wrinkled a Michelangelo. Wrin-
kling was too good for it. And he yelled
at me like I was a messenger when in fact
I was the brilliant young editor of Infer-

“No offense, Petal, but you know me. I always call
a spade a sp——"

view. 1 lost my composure and called him
an old faggot. When I got back to the
Factory I told Andy Warhol what I'd
said. For a microsecond I thought he
looked angry. I'm sure faggor was a word
that had been directed his way quite a
few times. 1 felt really guilty. I should
have called Halston an asshole. He was
an asshole. Or an old queen. Ditto.

But there's no other way to say it. 1
have always liked fags. I would much
rather hang out with a bunch of fags
than with a bunch of hockey fans by a
long shot. 1 don't know why exactly. It
might have something to do with cul-
ture, or it might be genetic. My grand-
mother adored Liberace and my mother
was crushed when she found out about
Merv. But the thing is, 1 like fags, not
just plain homos. That is perhaps be-
cause there was something acquired in
the closet that may be threatened by lib-
eration. A lot of gay people aren’t very
gay anymore. Gay was always a bad
choice of words, but now it's becoming
positively ironic around lesbian storm-
troopers and double-husband marrieds.
1 like the culture of the closet—the sub-
tlety, the refinement, the innuendo.

So many shades of mauve, so many
great words for queer and the many va-
rieties of the epicene; swish, pansy, nel-
lie, dirt farmer, shirt lifier, fudge packer,
fruitcake, dinge queen, chickenhawk,
manhole inspector, nancy boy, rent boy,
rimadonna, butch, closet queen, leather
boy, midnight cowboy, Mary. . . .

I like the way Andy would put it: “I
think he’s got a problem.”

But one man's problem is another
man's opportunity. Straight women love
gay men. They're always trying to con-
vert them. To study this phenomenon,
observe the Seinfeld episode in which
Elaine tries to recruit one over (o our
team, despite Jerry's warnings that it's
virtually impossible because they like
their team’s equipment.

What was it that women loved about
Cary Grant (who by most accounts came
around to women in his declining years)?
He was charming. He was not threaten-
ing. He radiated honor and loyalty. And,
of course, he knew how to dress.

When you've lived in New York as
long as 1 have (which makes you fairly
old), there's one thing that you're used
to hearing from women: “Why are all
the great single men gay?” Well, this
never was true. And it's even less true to-
day, now that a lot of the great single
men have become life partners with one
another. But the fact is that there are a
lot of things that women like about gay
men. They have a lot of subject matter in
common. Although more and more of
my gay friends can name at least three
New York Knicks (Patrick Ewing and
two good-looking ones), gay men are not
in general obsessed with sports. (Gay
women are obsessed with sports.) Gay
men, in general, think your breasts are



fine just the way God made them. Gay
men have no particular reason to lie to
women, unless it's to spare their feelings
about what they're wearing.

Maybe I'm a straight fag because I
have certain qualities, in addition to a
raging hormonal attraction to vixens.
There's no way to hide it. I am incredi-
bly well dressed. My wardrobe is enor-
mous. When 1 emerge, it's a spectacle of
subtlety. 1 have a lot of close personal
women friends. We have a lot of things
to talk about. I think the new Prada
looks like Miu Miu and I think it's a dis-
aster what they’ve done to Glamour mag-
azine. I don’t have any secret agendas in
their regard. (Either that, or I can wait
for them to make the first move.) They
can trust me just like one of the girls. 1
won't steal their boyfriend {(although I
might dis him now and then, hint, hint).
I know a lot about fashion. ("Wear the
mules, baby, you've got sexy heels.”) And
in real life I sell billions of dollars' worth
of fashion, perfume and beauty products
in my spare time. I can speak their lan-
guage because 1 wrote it, girlfriend. 1
can style the bitch. 1 can even do her hair
and makeup in a pinch. And this is why
I have slept with the greatest female
minds (not to mention bods) of my gen-
eration (and probably yours too, son),
whom I met, at dawn, stalking the angry
negro streets looking for a nice hetero
boyfriend. I may have slept with your
mother and your girlfriend, Jim.

Luckily, I'm not a womanizer any-
more. I'm married, and brilliantly so.
(And, I must say, marriage seems almost
as attractive an obstacle to females on the
lookout as apparent inversion!) My wife
is a beautiful heterosexual female fag
hag and together we can do the dance
routine from Saturday Night Fever or re-
design your fall collection. But I can't
help my cloaked hormones; I still like to
watch the girls, the beauties, the miracles
of nature and grooming, and so I'm very
happy to live in fashionland, near the
border of the art world. I'm comfy at the
fashion shows (if I'm no farther back
than the third row). I still love my sissy
friends, kiss kiss, but the world is chang-
ing. My wife's maid of honor was her
hairdresser (male). And at my house
everybody wears the pants and brings
home bacon.

Hey, I'm just a modern guy. I've had it
in the ear before. I've got a lust for life.
So what can 1 say. I can box out on the
basketball court, but I can gift-wrap, too.
I golf from the back tees, but I make the
risotto in my house. The divisions of la-
bor, they are a-changing. I am not what
my ancestors had in mind, but on the re-
productive front I am getting the job
done. I am evolution. I am the new man.
Hear me roar: We're here, we're some-
times mistaken for queer, get used to it.
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Black /. White i

(continued from page §2)
right light, could be very appealing. She
had a sort of retroghoulish style about
her, with her dead-black clinging dress
and Kabuki skin and all the rest of it.
Black fingernails, of course. And toe-
nails. I could just see the glossy even row
of them peeping out from beneath the
hem of her dress.

“Well,” Moira demurred, coming back
to me in her brisk grandmotherly way,
though she wasn't a grandmother, never
even married, and couldn’t have been
more than 44 or 45, “I wouldn’t be too
hasty. We're going to want all the shrubs
and trees removed—anything that
shows inside the fence, that is.”

I'd been around in my time (in and
out of college, stint in the merchant ma-
rine, twice married and twice divorced,
and I'd lived in Poughkeepsie, Atlanta,
Juneau, Cleveland and Mazatlan before
I came home 1o California and my moth-
er), and nothing surprised me. Or not
particularly. I studied Moira’s face, dig-
ging the toe of my work boot into the
square of linoleum in front of me. “I
don't know,” I said finally, “it's going 10
be a big job—the trees, anyway. I can
handle the shrubs and flowers myself,
but the tree work’s going to have to go to
a professional. I can make some calls, if
you want.”

Moira came right back at me, nee-
dling and sharp: “You know the rule—
black jeans, white T-shirts, black caps.
No exceptions.”

I was wearing black jeans myself—and
a white T-shirt and black cap from which
I'd removed the silver Raiders logo at
her request. I was clear on the parame-

ters here. But the money was good, very
good, and I was used to dealing with the
eccentric rich—that was pretty much all
we had in this self-consciously quaint lit-
tle town by the sea. And eccentric, as we
all know, is just a code word for pure,
cold-water crazy. “Sure,” I said. “No
problem.”

“You'll bill us?” Moira asked, smooth-
ing down her skirt and crossing the
room in a nervous flutter to pull open
the refrigerator and peer inside.

Ten percent, 1 could see it already—
and the tree work would be $11,000 or
$12,000 easy, maybe more. It wasn't
gouging, not really, just my commission
for catering to their whims—or needs.
Black jeans and white T-shirts, Sure. 1
just nodded.

“And no Mexicans. I know there's
practically nothing but on any work crew
these days, and I have nothing against
them, nothing at all, but you know how I
feel, Vincent. Don't you?” She removed
a clear glass pitcher of milk from the re-
frigerator and took a glass from the cup-
board. “A black crew I'd have no objec-
tion to—or a white one either. But it's
got to be one or the other, no mixing,
and you know. . . ."” She paused, the glass
in one hand, the pitcher in the other. “If
it's a black crew, I think I'd like to see
them in white jeans and black T-shirts.
Would there be a problem with that, if
the question should arise?”

“No,” I said, slowly shaking my head,
as if I could barely sustain the weight of
it. “No problem at all.”

“Good,” she said, pouring out a clean
white glass of milk and setting it down
on the counter beside the pitcher as
if she were arranging a still life. She

clasped her hands over her breast,
flashed a look at her sister and then
smiled as if I'd just carved up the world
like a melon and handed it to her, piece
by dripping piece. “We'll begin ASAP
then, hmm? The sooner the better?”

“Sure,” 1 said.

“All right, then. Do you have anything
to add, Caitlin?”

Caitlin's voice, soft as the beat of a cab-
bage moth's wing: “No, nothing."

1 started digging out the bushes my-
self—fuchsia, oleander, mock orange—
but I had to go pretty far afield for the
tree crew. There were three grand old
oaks in the front yard, a mature Aus-
tralian tea tree on the east side of the
house and half a dozen citrus trees in the
back. It would take a crew of 10 at least,
with climbers, a cherry picker, shredder
and cleanup, and, as I say, it was going
to be expensive. And wasteful. A real
shame, really, to strip and pave a yard
like that, but if that was what they want-
ed, I was in no position to argue. I stood
to make $1100 or so on the trees and an-
other five digging out the shrubs and
tlling up the lawn.

The problem, though, as Moira had
foreseen, was in finding a non-Mexican
crew in San Roque. It just didn't exist.
Nor were there many white guys on the
dirty end of the tree business—they basi-
cally just bid the jobs and sent you the
bill—and there were no blacks in town
at all. Finally, I drove down to Los An-
geles and talked to Walt Tremaine, of
Walt's Stump & Tree, and he agreed to
come up and bid the job, writing in 300
extra for the aesthetic considerations—
i.e., the white jeans and black T-shirts.

Walt Tremaine was a man of medium
size with a firm paunch and a glistening
bald sweat-speckled crown. He looked to
be in his 50s and he was wearing a pair
of cutoff blue jeans and one of those
tight-fitting shirts with the litte alligator
logo over the left nipple. The alligator
was green and the shirt was the color of
a crookneck squash—a bright, glowing,
almost aniline yellow. We were both con-
templating the problem of the tea tree—
a massive snaking thing that ran its arms
out into a tangle of neglected victorian
box, when the two women appeared
around the corner of the house. Moira
was in white—high-heeled boots, ankle-
length dress and sweater, though it
was a golden temperate day, like most
days here—and Caitlin was in her cus-
tomary black. Both of them had para-
sols, but Caitlin had taken the white
one and Moira the black for some rea-
son—maybe they were trying to impress
Walt Tremaine with their improvisatory
daring.

I introduced them, and Moira, beam-
ing, took Walt Tremaine’s hand and said,
“So, you're a black man."

He just stared at the picture of her
white-gloved hand in the shadow of his
for a minute and then corrected her.



“African American.”

“Yes,” Moira said, still beaming, “ex-
actly. And 1 very much like the color of
your shirt, but you do understand, I
hope, that it’s much too much of an exci-
tation and will simply have to go. Yes?”
And then she turned to me. “Vincent,
have you explained to this gentleman
what we require?”

Walt Tremaine gave me a look. It was
a look complicated by the fact that I'd
introduced myself as Larry when he
climbed out of his pickup, not to men-
tion Moira’s comment about his shirt
and the dead white of Moira's dress and
the nullifying black of her sister’s lip-
stick, but it went further than that, too—
it was the way Moira was talking, taking
elaborate care with each syllable, as if she
were an English governess with a board
strapped to her back. He operated out of
Van Nuys, and I figured he didn’t run
across many women like Moira on an av-
erage day. But he was equal to the chal-
lenge, no problem there.

“Sure,” he said, pressing a little smile
onto his lips. “Your man here—whatever
his name is—outlined the whole thing
for me. I can do the job for you, but I
have to say I'm an equal opportunity
employer, and I have eight Mexicans,
two Guatemalans, a Serb and a Fiji Is-
lander working for me, as well as my
African Americans. And I don't particu-
larly like it, but I can split off one crew of

black men and bring them up here, if

that's what you want." He paused. Toed
the grass a minute, touched a finger to
his lips. When he spoke, it was with a ris-
ing inflection, and his eyes rolled up like
loose window shades and then came
back down again: “White jeans?"

Caitlin gave a little laugh and gazed
out across the lawn. Her sister shot her a
fierce look and then clamped the grand-
motherly smile back on her face. “In-
dulge us,” she said. “We're just trying
to—well, let’s say we're trying to simplify
our environment.”

®

Later that afternoon, sweating buck-
ets, I stopped to strip off my soaked-
through T-shirt and hose some of the
grit off me. 1 stood there a moment, my
mind blank, the scent of everything that
lives and grows rising to my nostrils, the
steady stream of the hose now dribbling
from my fingertips, now distending my
cheeks, when the front gate cranked
open and Caitlin's black Mercedes rolled
up the drive and came to a silent, Ger-
man-engineered halt beside me. I'd
been hacking away at an ancient plum-
bago bush for the past half hour, and I
wasn't happy. It seemed wrong to de-
stroy all this living beauty, deeply wrong,
a desecration of the yard and the neigh-
borhood and a violation of the principles
I try to live by—I hadn’t started up a

gardening business to maim and uproot
things, after all. I wanted to nurture new
growth. I wanted healing. Rebirth. All of
that. Because I'd seen some bad times,
espeaially with my second wife, and all I
can say is thank God we didn't have any
children.

Anyway, there I was and there she was,
Caitlin, stepping out of the car with a
panting dog at her heels (no, it wasn't a
Scottie or a black Lab, but a Hungarian
puli that was so unrelievedly black it cut
a moving hole out of the scenery). She
lifted two bulging plastic sacks from the
seat beside her—groceries—and I re-
member wondering if the chromatic ob-
session extended to foods, too. There
would be eggplant in one of those bags, I
was thinking, vanilla ice cream in anoth-
er, devil’s food cake, Béchamel, week-old
bananas, coffee, Crisco. But inspiration
began to fail me when 1 realized she was
standing two feet from me, watching the
water roll off my shoulders and find s
snaking way down my chest and into the
waist of my regulation black jeans.

“Hi, Larry,” she murmured, smiling at
me with as sweet an expression as you
could expect from a woman with black-
rimmed eyes and lips the color of a dead
streetwalker's. “How’s it going?”

I tried to wipe every trace of irrita-
tion from my face—as 1 say, I wasn't
too pleased with what she and her sis-
ter were doing here, but I tried to put
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things in perspective. I'd had crazier
clients by a long shot. There was Mrs.
Boutilier du Plessy, for one, who had me
dig a pond 20 feet across for a single
goldfish she’d been handed by a strang-
er at the mall, or Frank and Alma For-
tressi, who paid me to line the floor of
their master bedroom with Visqueen
and then dump 30 bags of planting mix
on top of it so I could plant peonies right
at the foot of the bed. I smiled back at
Caitlin. “All right, I guess.”

She shaded her eyes from the sun and
squinted at me. “Is that sweat? All over
you, I mean?”

“Itwas,” I said, holding her eyes. I was
remembering her as a child, black hair
in braids, like Pocahontas, dimpled
knees, the plain constricting chute of a
little girl's dress, but a dress that was
pink or moss green or Lake Tahoe blue.
“1 just hosed off.”

“Hard work, huh?"” she said, looking
off over my shoulder as if she were ad-
dressing someone behind me. And then:
“Can I get you something to drink?”

“It wouldn't be milk, would it?" T said,
and she laughed.

“No, no milk, I promise. I can give
you juice, soda, beer—would you like a
beer?”

The dog sniffed at my leg—or at least
1 hope he was sniffing, since he was so
black and matted you couldn’t tell which
end of him was which. “A beer sounds re-
al nice,” I said, “but I don't know how
you and your sister are supposed to feel
about it—I mean, beer’s not white.” I let
it go a beat. “Or black.”

She held her smile, not fazed in the
least. “For one thing,” she said, “Moira
always takes a nap after lunch, so she
won't be involved. And for another”—
she was looking right into my eyes now,
the smile turned up a notch—"we only
serve Guinness in this house.”

We sat in the kitchen—black-and-
white tile, white cabinets, black appli-
ances—and had three bottles each while
the sun slid across the windowpanes and
the plumbago withered over its hacked
and naked roots. I don't know what it
was, the beer, the time of day, the fact
that she was there and listening, but I re-
ally opened up to her. I told her about
Janine, my second wife, and how she
picked at me all the time—I was never
good enough for her, no matter what I
did—and I got off on a tangent about a
transformative experience I'd had in
Hawaii, when I first realized I wanted to
work with the earth, with the whole re-
demptive process of digging and plant-
g, laying out flower beds, running drip
lines, setting trees in the ground. (I was
on top of Haleakala Crater, in the gar-
den paradise of the world, and there was
nothing but volcanic debris all around
me, a whole sour landscape of petrified
symbols. It was dawn and I hadn't slept
and Janine and I stood there in the
wind, bleary tourists gazing out on all

that nullity, and suddenly T understood
what I wanted in life. I wanted things to
be green, that was all. It was as simple
as that.)

Caitlin was a good listener and 1 liked
the way she tipped the glass back in del-
icate increments as she drank, her eyes
shining and her free hand spread flat on
the tabletop, as if we were at sea and she
needed to steady herself. She kept push-
ing the hair away from her face and then
leaning forward to let it dangle loose
again, and whenever I touched on any-
thing painful or sensitive (and practical-
ly everything about Janine fell into that
category), a sympathetic little crease ap-
peared between her eyebrows and she
clucked her tongue as if there were
something stuck to the roof of her
mouth. After the second beer, we turned
to less-personal topics—the weather, gar-
dening, people we knew in common.
When we cracked the third one, we
began reminiscing about the lame, halt
and oddball teachers we had had in ju-
nior high and some of the more memo-
rable disasters from those days, like the
time it rained day and night for the bet-
ter part of a week and boulders the size
of Volkswagens rolled up out of the
streambeds and into the passing lane of
the freeway.

I was having a good time, and good
times were in precious short supply since
my divorce. I felt luxurious and calm.
The shrubs, I figured, could wait unul
tomorrow—and the trees and the grass
and the sky, too. It was nice, for a change,
to let the afternoon stretch itself over the
window like a thin skin and not have to
worry about a thing. I was drunk. Drunk
at three in the afternoon, and I didn’t
care. We'd just shared a laugh over
Mr. Clemens, the English teacher who
wore the same suit and tie every day for
two years and pronounced “poem” as
“poim,” when I set my glass down and
asked Caitlin what I'd been wanting to
ask since I first left my card in her mail-
box six months back. “Listen, Caitlin,” I
said, riding the exhilaration of that last
echoing laugh, *1 hope you won't take
this the wrong way, but what is it with the
black-and-white business—I mean, is it
some sort of political statement? A style?
A religious thing?”

She leaned back in her chair and
made an effort to hold on to her smile.
The dog lay asleep in the corner, as shab-
by and formless as an old alpaca coat
slipped from a hanger. He let out a long,
heaving sigh, lifted his head briefly and
then dropped it again. “Oh, I don't
know,” she said, “it's a long story——"

That was when Moira appeared, right
on cue. She was wearing a gauzy white
pantsuit she might have picked up at a
beekeeper's convention, and she hesitat-
ed at the kitchen door when she saw me
sitting there with her sister and a thick
black beer, but she hesitated only for an
instant. “Why, Vincent,” she said, more




the governess than ever, “what a nice
surprise.”
.

The next morning, at eight, Walt
‘Tremaine showed up with seven black
men in white jeans, black T-shirts and
white caps, and enough heavy machin-
ery to take down every tree within half a
mile before lunch. “And how are you this
fine morning, Mr. Vincent Larry,” he
said. "Or s it Larry Vincent?”

I blew the steam off a cup of McDon-
ald’s coffee and worked my tongue
around the remnants of an Egg McMuf-
fin. “Just call me Larry,” I said. “It’s her,”
I added, by way of explanation. “Moira,
the older one. I mean, she's . . . well, 1
don’t have to tell you—I'm sure you can
draw your own conclusions.”

Walt Tremaine planted his feet and
wrapped his arms round his chest. “Oh,
I don’t know,” he said, waxing philo-
sophical as his crew scuttled past us with
ropes, chain saws, blowers and trim-
mers. “Sometimes I wish 1 could get a lit-
tle simplicity in my life, if you know what
I mean. Up in a tree half the day, saw-
dust in my hair, and when I come home
to my wife she expects me to mow the
lawn and break out the hedge clippers.”
He looked down at his feet and then out
across the lawn. “Hell, I'd like to pave
my yard over, too."

I was going to say 1 know what you
mean, because that’s the sort of thing
you say in a situation like that, but that
would have implied agreement, and
I didn’t agree, not at all. So 1 just
shrugged noncommittally and watched
Walt Tremaine's eyes follow his climbers
up the biggest, oldest and most venera-
ble oak in the yard.

Later, when the tree was in pieces and
the guy I'd hired for the day and I had
rototilled the lawn and raked the dying
fragments into three top-heavy piles the
size of haystacks, Moira, in her beekeep-
er’s regalia, appeared with a pitcher of
milk and a tray of Oreos. It was four in
the afternoon, the yard was raw with dirt
and the air shrieked with the noise of
Walt Tremaine’s shredder as his men fed
it the remains of the oak. The other two
oaks, smaller but no less grand, had
been decapitated preparatory to taking
them down, and the tea tree had been
relieved of its limbs. All in all, it looked
as if a bomb had hit the yard while mi-
raculously sparing the house (white,
of course, with whiter trim and a dead
black roof). I watched Moira circulate
among the bewildered, sweating men of
Walt Tremaine's crew, pouring out milk,
offering cookies. '

When she got around to me and Greg
(black jeans, white T-shirt, black cap,
white skin), she let her smile waver and
flutter twice across her lips before set-
tling in. We were taking a hard-earned
break, stretched out in comfort on the
last besieged patch of grass and trying to

muster the energy to haul all that yellow-
ing turf out to my pickup. We'd really
humped it all afternoon, so caught up in
the rhythm of destruction we never even
stopped for a drink from the hose, but
we couldn’t help but look guilty now—
you always do when the client catches
you on your rear end. I introduced her
to Greg, who didn't bother to get up.

“I'm very pleased to meet you,” she
said, and Greg just grunted in return, al-
ready tucking a cookie inside his cheek. I
passed on the cookies myself, and the
milk, too—I was beginning to resent be-
ing reduced to a figure in some crazy
composition. She smiled at me though, a
full-on interplanetary dreamer’s smile
that really made me wonder if there was
anyone home, at least for that instant,
and then she turned back to Greg.
“You're, uh, how can I put this?” she
murmured, studying his deeply tanned
face and arms. “You're not Mexican, by
any chance, are you?”

Greg looked surprised and maybe a
bit shocked, too—she might as well have
asked him if he was a Zulu. He gave me
a quick glance, then shifted his gaze to
Moira. “My last name's Sorenson,” he
said, struggling to keep his voice under
control, and he took off his cap to show
her the blond highlights in his hair. He
replaced the cap indignantly and held
out his arms. “I'm a surfer,” he said,
“every chance I get. This is what's
known as a tan.”

I watched the sun touch her hair as
she straightened up with the tray and
struggled with her smile. She must
bleach her hair, I was thinking, because
nobody under seventy has hair that
white-—and it was amazing hair, white
right on through to the scalp, sheep-
white, bone-white, paper-white—when
she squared her shoulders and looked
down at Greg as if he were some panting
animal she’d discovered in a cage at the
zoo. “Well, that’s nice,” she said finally.
“Very nice. It’s a nice sport. Will you be
working here long? For us, I mean?”

“We'll be done this time tomorrow,
Moira,” I said, cutting in before Greg
could say something I might wind up
regretting. “We've just got to rake out
the lawn—the dirt, that is—for the black-
top guy, and take out the rest of the
pittosporum under the tea tree. Walt
Tremaine and his people are going to
need two more days.”

Moira wavered on the cusp of this
news, the gauzy beekeeper’s outfit inflat-
ing with a sudden breath of wind. She
held the tray of milk and cookies rigidly
before her and I noticed her hands for
the first time, a young woman's hands,
sleek and unlined, the fingernails heavi-
ly enameled in cake-frosting white.
“Vincent,” she said after a moment, rais-
ing her voice to be heard over the Dopp-
lering whine of the shredder out on the
street, “could I have a word with you in
private?” She moved off then without
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waiting for an answer, and I was left to
push myself up and tag after her, like the
hired help I was.

We had marched 40 feet across the
ravaged yard before Moira turned to
me. “This Sorenson,” she said. “Your
associate?”

“Yeah?"

“1 presume he's just casual labor?”

I nodded.

She glanced up toward the house and
I followed her line of sight to one of the
second-story windows. Caitlin was there,
in her funereal black, looking down on
the wreckage of the yard with a fixed
stare. “I don't want to put you out, Vin-
cent,” Moira was saying, and she was
still staring up at
the image of her sis-
ter, “but couldn’t |
you find someone a
little less sallow for
tomorrow?”

There wouldn’t
be any gardening
going on around
here for some time
to come, and I
didn't really have
to kowtow to this
woman anymore—
or humor her, ei-
ther—but I went
along with her just
the same. Call it a
reflex. “Sure,” 1
said, and 1 had to
keep myself from
tipping my hat. “No
problem.”

®

A week later the
yard was an emp-
ty parking lot sur-
rounded by a 10-
foot-high clapboard
fence (it was white-
washed, of course).
From inside you
couldn’t see a trace
of green any-
where—or yellow,
red, pink or tanger-
ine, for that matter.
I wondered how they felt, Moira and her
sweet sad sister, when they stepped out-
sicle on their perfectly contoured black-
top plateau and looked up into the airy
blue reaches of the sky with that persis-
tent golden sun hanging in the middle of
it. Disappointed? Frustrated? Sorry God
hadn't made us all as color-blind as
dogs? Maybe they ought to just go ahead
and dome the place—sure, just like a
baseball stadium, and they could paint
the underside of the thing Arctic white.
Or avoid daylight altogether. A good
starlit night wouldn't interfere with the
scheme at all.

Do I sound bitter? 1 was bitter—and

orders accepted (pleass

170 disgusted with myself for being party to

the whole fiasco. It was so negative, so fi-
nal, so life-quenching and drab. Moira
was sick, and her heart and mind must
have been as black as her sister’s dresses,
but Caitlin—I couldn't believe she was
that far gone. Not after the day we'd
spent drinking beer and reminiscing or
the way she smiled at me and spoke my
name, my real name, and not some bug-
house invention (and who was Vincent,
I'd like to know?). No, there was feeling
there, I was sure of it, and sensitivity and
sweetness, too. And need. A whole lot of
need. That was why 1 found myself slow-
ing outside their fence as I came and
went from one job or another, hoping to
catch a glimpse of Caitlin backing her
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Mercedes out into the street or collecting
the mail, but all 1 ever saw was the blank
white field of the fence.

Then, early one evening as 1 lay soak-
ing in the tub, trying to scrub the deep
verdigris stains of Miracle-Gro off my
hands and forearms, the phone rang. I
got to it, dripping, on the fifth ring,
Caitlin was on the other end. “Larry,”
she said, “hi. Listen,” she said, her voice
soft and breathy, “I kind of miss you, I
mean, not seeing you around. I'd like to
offer you a beer sometime X

“Be right over,” I said.

It was high summer and still light out
when I got there, the streets bathed in
a soft milky luminescence, swallowtails
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leaping in the air, bougainvillea, hibis-
cus, Euryops and oleander blazing
against the fall of night. I'd automaucal-
ly thrown on a pair of black jeans and an
unadorned white T-shirt, but as I was
going out the door I reached in the coat
closet and pulled out a kelly-green sport-
coat I'd bought for St. Patrick’s Day one
year, the sort of thing you regret having
spent good money on the minute the last
beer is drained and the fiddler stops fid-
dling. But by my lights, what Caitlin
needed was a little color in her life, and 1
was the man to give it to her. 1 stopped
by the florist’s on my way and got her a
dozen long-stemmed roses, and I didn't
look twice at the white ones. No, the ros-
es | picked were as
deep and true as
everything worth
living for, red roses,
| bright red roses,

roses that flowed
| up out of their ver-
dant stems like
blood from an open
artery.

I punched in the
code at the gate and
wheeled my pickup
into the vast park-
ing lot that was their
yard and parked be-
side the front steps
(the color of my
truck, incidentally,
is white, albeit a
beat-up, battered
] and very dirty
| shade ofit). Anyway,
I climbed out of my
white truck in my
black jeans, white
shirt and kelly-
green jacket and
moved across the
blacktop and up the
white steps with
the blood-red ros-
es clutched under
one arm.

Caitlin answered
the door. “Larry,”
she murmured, let-
ting her eyes suray
from my face to the jacket and back
again, “I'm glad you could come. Did
you eat yet?”

I had. A slime burger, death fries and
a side dish of fermented slaw at the local
greasy spoon. I could have lied, trying to
hold the picture of her whipping up a
mud pie or blackened sole with mashed
potatoes or black beans, but food wasn't
what I'd come for. “Yeah,” I said, “on my
way home from work. Why? You want to
go out?”

We were in the front hall now, in a
black-and-white world, no shade of gray
even, the checkered tiles gleaming, eb-
ony chairs, a lacquered Japanese cabi-
net. She gave me her black-lipped smile.



“Me?” she said. “Uh-uh. No. I don’t
want to go out.” A pause.

“I want to go to bed.”

In bed, after I discovered she was
black and white without her clothes on
too, we sipped stout and porter and con-
templated the scintillating roses, set in
a white vase against a white wall like a
trompe l'oeil. And we talked. Talked
about love and need and loss, talked
about the world and its tastes and colors,
and talked round and round the one
subject that stood between us. We'd be-
come very close for the second time and
were lying in one another’s arms, all the
black lipstick kissed off her, when I came
back to the question I'd posed in the
kitchen the last time we'd talked. “So,”
I said. "OK. It's a long story, but the
night's long too and I tell you, I don't
feel the least bit sleepy. Come on, the
black and white. Tell me.”

L]

It would make a better story if there
were some sort of “Rose for Emily” thing
going on, if Moira had been left at the al-
tar in her white satin and veil or seduced
and abandoned by some neon hippie in
an iridescent pink shirt and tie-dyed
jacket, but that wasn't it at all. She was
just depressed. Afraid of the world. In
need of control. “But what about you?" 1
said, searching her eyes. “You feel that
way, too?”

We were naked, in each other’s arms,
stretched the length of the bed. She
shrugged. “Sort of,” she said. “When we
were girls, before we moved to New
York, Moira and I used to watch TV, ev-
erything in black and white, Fred Mac-
Murray, Donna Reed, Father Knows Best,
and we had a game, a competition really,
to see who could make her room like
that, like the world of those shows,
where everything turned out right in the
end. I wanted white, but Moira was old-
er, so I got black.”

There was more, but the next line—
"Our parents didn't like it, of course”—
didn’t come from Caitlin, but from her
sister. Maybe I had closed my eyes for a
minute, I don't know, but suddenly
there she was, all in white and perched
at the end of the bed. Her mouth was
drawn up in a litle bow, as if the whole
scene was distasteful to her, but she
looked at me without blinking. “In New
York, everything was pink, chiffon and
lace, peach, champagne, the pink of little
girls and blushing maidens. That was
what Daddy wanted—and his wife, wo.
Little girls. Normal, sweet, curtseying
and respectfully whispering little girls
who would climb up into his lap for
a bedtime story. I was 16 at the time,
Vincent; Caitlin was 14. Can you see?
Can you?”

I pulled the black sheets up to my
hips, trying to calm the pounding in my
chest. This was definitely an unusual sit-
uation, to say the least—as I say, I had

been around, but this was out of my
league altogether. I wanted to say some-
thing, but I couldn't for the life of me
guess what that might be. My right arm
lay under the luxurious weight of Cait-
lin’s shoulders. I gave them a squeeze to
reassure myself.

“Oh, it's nothing like that, Larry,”
Caitlin said, anticipating me. “Nothing
dirty. But Daddy wanted an end to black
and white, and we—we didn’t. Did we,
Moira?”

Moira was staring off across the room
to where the night hung in the win-
dows, absolute and unadulterated. “No,
Caitly, we didn't. And we showed them,
didn’t we?”

I felt Caitlin tense beside me. I wanted
nothing in that moment but to leap up
out of the bed, pull the ridiculous green
Jjacket over my head and sprint for my
truck, But instead I heard myself asking,
“How?"

Both sisters laughed then, a low rasp-
ing laugh caught deep in their throats,
and there wasn’t a whole lot of hilarity in
it. “Oh, I don’t know, Vincent,” Moira
said, throwing her head back to laugh
again, and then coming back to me with
a hand pattering at her breast. “Let’s just
say that colors can get out of hand some-
times, if you know what I mean.”

“Fire is our friend,” Caitlin said, leav-
ing a little hiatus after the final syllable.

“If you respect it,” Moira chimed in,
and they both laughed again. I pulled
the sheet up a little bit farther. Caitlin
had lit a pair of tapering black candles
when the sky had gone dark, and I
stared into the unsteady flame of them
now, watching the yellow ribbons of light
die back and re-create themselves over
and over. There wasn’t a sound in the
world.

“And Vincent,” Moira said, turning
back to me, “if you're going to be seeing
my sister on any sort of regular basis, 1
have to tell you you're simply not white
enough. There'll be no more outdoor
work, that's out of the question.” She let
out another laugh, but this one at least
had a hittle life in it. “You wouldn't want
to end up looking like your surfer
friend, would you?”

The silence held. I could hear the two
sisters breathing gently, almost in uni-
son, and it was as if they were breath-
ing for me, and I'd never felt so tranquil
and volitionless in my life. Whiteness
loomed, the pale ethereality of nothing-
ness, and blackness, too, the black of
a dreamless sleep. I closed my eyes. |
could feel my head sinking into the pil-
low as if into the ancient mud of an un-
tracked forest.

“Oh, and Vincent, one more thing,”
Moira said, and I opened my eyes long
enough 1o see her cross the room and
dump the roses in the wastebasket. “Dye
your hair, will you?”
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40 YEARS

(continued from page 118)
know a girl who has a jar full of what ap-
pear to be mushrooms. That should make
him bite lus tongue-in-cheek.

THE CHINESE BASKET TRICK [FEBRUARY 1574]

Every now and then, I get a letter from
a friend of mine in the merchant marnne.
The last one came from Hong Kong and
contained reference to something called
the Chinese basket trick. He assumed
that I knew what it was, and I don’t. Can
you give me details?>—S.K., Hartford,
Connecticut

Sure. Lovers suspend a baskel from the
ceiling of their bedroom with a block and
tackle. The woman climbs into the basket
and lowers hevself undil her genitals come in-
to contact with her partner’s. (By the way,

the basket should have a hole in it, and the
trick doesn’t work quite as well with the man
on lop.) Some couples have the man raise
and lower the basket, while the woman
plucks the ropes as if they were the strings of
a harp; the vibrations can be delightful. Oth-
er lovers twist the ropes before the woman
gets into the basket; the gentle unwinding
motion adds a new dimension to the phrase
“gelting turned on.” We've heard of several
variations ef the Chinese baskel trick. Per-
sons concerned with bivth control attach the
baskel to a eatapull. When the man feels the
approach of an orgasm, he tugs a second
rope lo ensure a rather dramatic form of
cottus interruptus. Also, single men some-
times combine the basket with a Chinese fin-
ger handeuff (one of tubes of folded palm
[fronds that drove you crazy as a kid) for a
unique form of masturbation. If you wonld
like to experience the technique and don’t

“Next time you want to have a quickie, could you at least last
long enough to make it up to the bedroom?”

happen to have beams in your bedroom, Iry
the Chinese picnic-basket trick. Toss a block
and tackle into a basket and find a secluded
wood where the tree limbs are fairly thick.
Make sure your equipment is secure and
never raise your friend higher than you
would like her to fall.

DOUBLE AGENT [MARCH 1981]

About a year ago, 1 met an attractive
Oriental girl. We went out a couple of
times. Eventually, we went to bed. I re-
ally enjoyed myself with her. Eventually
I moved in with her. Everything was go-
ing great. One day I got snoopy and start-
ed to go through old pictures she had
stuffed into a box in the back of a closet.
I ran across an envelope, on the cover of
which was the name of a reconstruc-
tive-surgery clinic. 1 opened it and found
documents of name changes, Social Se-
curity-number changes, work records
and birth certificates. What it came
down to was: The girl I had fallen in love
with had had a sex-change operation. I
didn’t know what to do. I didn't let her
know I knew about it. Gradually, I en-
joyed sex less and less with her. 1 left her,
needless to say. Since then, I haven't
been to bed with any girl. I almost find it
hard to even talk with one. Is it wrong
for me to think so badly of her? Is there
any way for me to get over this>—C.H.,
Denver, Colorado

Life, as the man says, can be a bitch. And
silence can be a breeding ground for pain
and confusion. Maybe you should at least
talk this over with your friend. Maybe not.
When a relationship disinlegrates, you
should go out and have an affair or four or
five. You need io liberate your sexuality from
the details of the immediate past, to assure
yowrself that your arousal is not dependent
on your former pariner. As the years pass,
youw'll look back on this as a great war story
for those times when your clildven ask you,
And what did you do in the sexual revolu-
tion, Daddy?”

HALL OF FAME [DECEMBER 1984]

For more than a year, 1 have been seeing
a ladyfriend who is very beautitul, has a
great figure and, in her 40s, passes for
30. She 1s obsessed with fellatio. It's not
that I object. However, I believe she
prefers fellatio to normal intercourse.
Whenever we begin foreplay, she will go
down on me immediately. At times she
becomes very tenacious and goes al it as
if she were a starving animal. She moans
and groans and makes weird noises and
tries to take my entire penis into her
mouth. Once she has started, there is no
stopping her until I climax. She takes
advantage of the situations in which in-
tercourse is not possible, such as while 1
am driving or in a theater, where she will
insist we sit in a remote and dark area.
She fondles my penis until it is erect,
then says, “I can't leave you like that,”
and goes down on me. She tells me her
late husband loved fellatio and that she



sucked him constantly, sometimes four
or five times a day. They had no chil-
dren, which is understandable. There
have been evenings when we stayed at
her home to watch TV. We would sit on
the couch and she would make me com-
fortable and then lie across the couch in
such a manner that she could view the
TV and at the same time suck me. She
has spent hours doing this, and when
I have an orgasm, she becomes very
aroused. At the completion of each or-
gasm, she runs her fingers down to the
base of my penis and drains every drop,
and never once has she made a spot on
her or on my clothes. How do you de-
scribe a female—either clinically or with
a slang expression—who prefers oral
sexr—S.R., Atlanta, Georgia
A real find.

CONDOM CONSCIOUSNESS [ JULY 1957)

I'm worried about contracting a vene-
real disease during sex. What should I
do? Also, I suffer from premature ejacu-
lation. Any suggestions? And, finally, I
would like to increase the size of my pe-
nis. What do you recommend?—]J.W.,
New York, New York

Here are the answers to your queries: (I)
Wear a condom. (2) Wear two condoms. (3)
Wear three condoms.

HOW TO TALK DMRTY [ JULY 1987]

My lover wants me to talk dirty to herin
bed. I don’t have the faintest clue as to
what I should say. Can you offer any
hints? — T.S., Detroit, Michigan

Talking dirty can get you into the realm of

the imagined and forbidden; it can be a

great turn-on without being threatening. If

you're fucking in one position, lell her how
much you'd like to gel her in a diffevent one.
Tell her how she'd feel. Tell her what she
looks like with her panis doum and her legs
spread. Tell hey how good she feels, how good
she looks. Tell her you're going to lie her
up—ii’s not necessary lo do it, just tell her
about it. Tell her you know how much she se-
cretly wants o tie you up. Tell her how good
she is with her mouth or how good you're go-
ing io be with your mouth. Tell her you have
[fantasies about her in class, at the office, that
only you know what a sexual animal she is.
Tell her that she’s in control. Tell her to rub
your cock with her pussy. Tell her thai her
pussy’s on fire. Get the idea? Shock value is

erolic. Don't try lo clean up your act; if

you're going to talk dirty, lalk dirty.
HARD BODIES [FEBRUARY 1993]

My girlfriend and I were on a secluded
beach. After swimming in the ocean, we
went back to our blanket to towel off.
While doing so, I rolled my towel into a
rat tail and, though I intended to give
her just a love tap, I managed to pro-
duce an audible, crisp, whiplike snap.
The towel barely kissed her muscular
ass, but that was enough. Her entire
body went taut, she turned to face me,
her eyes squeezed shut, her lips puck-

L2000 Playboy

Lo the biues ot WWW. playb

oystore.co/sept

BABY-BLUE MESH
RABBIT HEAD

CAMI SET

This very flirtatious
sheer cami set includes
a baby-blue cami with
pink rhinestone Rabbit
Head on center chest
and a matching string
bikini. 100% nylon.
USA. One size.
LAG072 S28

R TOLL-FRE

4 454 Most major credit
cards accepted, Source
Code 08929. ORDEH BY
RalL Include credit card
account number and expi-
ration date or send a check
or money order to Playboy,
PO. Box B09, Source Code
08929, Rasca, llinois
60143-0809. $4.00 ship-
ping-and-handling charge
per total order. lllincis resi-
dents include 6.75% sales
tax. Canadian orders accepted
(piease visil our websile for other
foreign orders)

¥.com

PLAYMAT

Jodi Ann Patorson
{FLATMATE OF Tut Tesn]

wrs reien s WWW.playboystore.com/sept

Our annual Playmate Review, which gives
fans a chance to lovingly flip through the
past year's Centerfolds in a single glossy
package, is always one of the most hotly
onticipated Special Editions. Our 2000
Edition features stunning Indonesian
beauly and Playmate of the Year Jodi Ann
Paterson on the cover. Inside you'll find o
dozen delightfully ditferent flavors of the
month, ranging from blonde bombshell
extraordinaire Rebecca Scott fo long fall
redhead Lexie Karsen. Ploymate Review
is the world's hottest memory lane and
the easiest way to revisit last year’s
sexy Centerfolds.

ﬁﬁdmﬂurmﬂﬂm}dxumm&de
08931. ORDER BY MAIL Indude credit card
accourt number and expiration dote or send o

chedk or money order to Playboy, BO. Box 809,
Source Code 08931, Masca, Nlinois 60143-0809.
$3.50 shipping-and-handling dsorge per fofal
ordez llinols residents incude 6.75% sales fax.
Canadian orders accepted (please visi our website

for other foreign orders). ¥ com

173



PLAYBRBOY

174

ered small and tight; she felt the pain. 1
stood there. I didn't know what to do.
Then her lips curved slightly upward at
the corners and she whispered in a chal-
lenging tone, “Didn't hurt.” Her defiant
statement earned her one on the other
cheek. It had the same effect. She drew a
long deep breath through her nose and
said, “Take me home.” We packed up,
drove home in silence and took showers.
When I stepped out of the shower, I was
confronted by my smirking girlfriend in
her birthday suit. She rolled the towel
she had in her hands and tried to whip
me with it, but it only wrapped around
my knee. She giggled and tossed the
towel at me and said, “Your turn.” She
then turned around and placed her
hands on the door frame, legs spread
apart, I repeated the action that had tak-
en place on the beach earlier, leaving
matching marks below the ones already
there (being a college lacrosse player,
I am well practiced in such locker-
room antics). She took the towel from
my hands, put it around my neck and
dragged me into the bedroom. She
pushed me onto the bed and began
sucking my cock like a champ. At times
she had my entire cock in her mouth—
she'd never been able to do that before.
While she was doing this I spanked her.
The harder I spanked, the more enthu-
siastically she sucked me. By the time I
came 1 was spanking her so hard my
hand was hurting. She swallowed every
drop of come she could suck out of me.
This is a girl who repeatedly told me she

would never swallow, that it was too

gross to even think about. So what gives?
Why did the pain turn her on? Is it psy-
chological, biological or just physical?>—
S.E., Chester, Pennsylvania

OK, America, are we hot yet? We don’t
think we need 1o louch on the basics regard-
ing sadomasochistic behavior—your letter
preity much covered them all. A pariner,
thrilled at being a sexual outlaw, led you
both into new territory. She set the pace, di-
recled the action and you both enjoyed the
result.

HOME IMPROVEMENT [AUGUST 1993]

My nipples are one of my major eroge-
nous zones, second only to my ditoris. 1
can almost climax from stimulation of
my nipples alone. The problem is, my
nipples are rather insensitive to light or
normal touch. I like to attach clips to my
nipples or twist them hard, burn them
lightly with candle wax or rough them
up with sandpaper. 1 found that if 1 do
this prior to having sex with my hus-
band, my nipples are so sensitive I can
feel every touch and suck. The next day
they're still so sensitive I can hardly keep
my hands off myself. Am I doing perma-
nent damage?—K.C., Portland, Maine
Years ago we got a lelter from a guy who
masturbated with sandpaper. He asked if he
had a problem. We said, "Yes, but not for
long.” Apparently he consulled a sex thera-
pist who cured him of the habit by switching
to lighter grades of sandpapes, velvet, then a
real woman. He still gets a hard-on every
time he passes Ace Hardware. You are abus-
ing your body, bul so does every person who
runs a marathon, mounts a Stair Master or

plays tennis. Are sexual injuries the same as
athletic injuries? All you've done is found
a dramatic way to amplify the signals to
the brain.

THE FIRST LESSON OF CYBERSEX
[SEPTEMBER 1994]

For my first online sex adventure, I
looked for a woman who would do any-
thing 1 asked. To my surprise, one ap-
peared. The first thing she said was, “So,
what would you like to do?” We immedi-
ately started doing the nasty, and 1 mean
nasty. After we had finished, 1 asked her
what she looked like. She answered,
“You'd be disappointed.” 1 wasn't sure
what to say. The first thing that popped
into my mind was, Is this a man or a
woman? 1 asked, and she turned out to
be a guy. 1 was furious. Was I wrong 1o
get angry?—Z.T., Houston, Texas

Here are a few observations. If a call
name is overtly sexy (e.g., Sindy Luvtolick)
or if a c-sex pariner refers lo her vagina as a
cunt, you're talking to a guy. If she gives her
cup size, you're talking to a guy. If she says
she’s 18, you're talking to a teenage guy or a
postal inspector. If she won't switch to phone
sex, il's a guy or a married woman. Don’t let
one bad experience slop your c-sex csca-
pades. You can learn a lot. We all have sex-
ual scripts, and saying them out loud or to a
keyboard is an eye-opener. Bold lovers who
would never think of stopping real sex for a
midcourse correction can stop the momen-
tum of a phone call or online session to say
something like, “You always do thal. You
don’t have to be so gentle. Does the phrase
‘Suck the chrome off a trailer hitch” mean
anything to you?" Our point: Cybersex is
just sexual information. The thrill comes
[from the anticipation, wailing to see how an-
other person reacts to the baldest, nastiest
script you can come up with. Of course, you
don’t need a computer to capture that inter-
active mood. A dinner date works fine. Plus
you gel to sce with whom you are pfﬂ_\‘ing.
and if it works, you gel to go to her place.

SEX V5. FUCKING [NOVEMBER 1945]

While reading Advisor responses to ques-
tions about sex, I was surprised at your
use of the word fuck, which degrades the
writers' sexuality and makes you appear
cheap. It seems that you don't know the
difference between having sex and fuck-
ing—G.R., Tempe, Arizona

We're well aware of the difference. You
[fuck when you're sweaty: you have sex afler a
shower. You fuck in a cheap motel room; you
have sex in a master bedroom. You fuch on a
hardwood floor; you have sex on carpeting.
You fuck on a swing set; you have sex on a
porch. You fuck in the woods; you have sex
on the beach. Or vice versa on any of those,
depending on your mood. The difference be-
tween fucking and having sex is between
your ears, and everyone's love life should
have a little of both.



PLAYMATE %

S NEWS

: ALL HAIL JODI ANN!

Y Life for October 1999's Busy

z» S Beaver just got busier. Now
*  that Jodi Ann Paterson has
~ been named Play-
mate of the Year
2000, she’ll spend
the next year work-
Ing nonstop to pro-

Clockwise from
top left: Victorio
Fuller beors a
bouquet ot the
Monsion PMQY
luncheen. lodi
Ann's little red
Corvefte. Jodi
Ann poses with her mom
and dad. Carmen Berg and her friends drop
by 1o toast the Oregonian.

mote PLAYBOY. As 1999 PMOY Heath-
er Kozar attests, the world travel, au-
tograph sessions and photo shoots
can be daunting: “It's a big responsi-
bility. My advice to Jodi Ann is to en-
Jjoy every day of being Playmate of the
Year, because it’s only for one year of
your life. Always be there 100 per-
cent. Always be true to yourself and
do your best. My motivation was to
be the best and to leave a lasting im-
pression of the class, sophistication,
excitement and energy that pLAYBOY
represents. As long as you enjoy it
and take care of yourself, it will be a
great year!" Compared with what's
in store, Jodi Ann’s first press-heavy
PMOY mission was a breeze. All she
had to do was bask in the klieg lights
while celebrities (Trey Parker, A.].
Benza), Playmates (Heather Kozar,
Victoria Fuller) and her friends and
family partied in her honor. Among

those gushing about Jodi Ann is pho-
tographer Arny Freytag. “Jodi is truly
the girl next door,” he says. “She is

from Oregon, not Hollywood. She's
believable and not all glammed
up. When it's her time onstage,
she shines.”

REMEMBER THEM

For some people, 1999 will always
be regarded as the last year of the
millennium, the year Prince crooned
about, the year Monica rocked the
White House. For rLAYBOY readers,
1999 means a period of unforgettable
Centerfolds: Jaime Bergman, Stacy
Fuson, Alexandria Karlsen, Natalia
Sokolova, Kimberly
Spicer, Jodi Ann
Paterson, Tishara
Cousino, Jennifer
Rovero, Rebecca
Scott, Brooke
Richards, Cara
Wakelin and
Krisu Cline.
For Playmate
admirers,
Playboy
Special Edi-
tions has created 3 —
Playboy's Playmate Review,a |
96-page publication with Playmate of
the Year 2000 Jodi Ann on the front
and the rest of the girls between the

35 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

Chicago's "Reining Playmate,”
a champion equestrienne, made
her pLavpoy debut in August
1964 as a Bunny in Chicago. Pat-
ti worked as a Bunny for three
years, rubbing elbows with Hol-
lywood royalty. Here's one of
her funniest Mansion memories:
“I pulled on a ter-

Pati Reynolds.

rycloth cover-up,
with nothing on
underneath, and
went downstairs,
only to find Hef
with Tony Bennett
and Warren Beat-
ty. I grabbed two
apples and I put
them in my pock-
ets. The weight
pulled thar shift
down to my an-
kles. They didn’t
say a word. I'm
sure when 1 left
they snickered.”

covers. Inside the magazine, fans will
find a never-before-published exten-
sion of each Centerfold's pictorial as
well as recent interviews that reveal
what each girl has been up to during
the past year.

A DAY IN THE LIFE

T
Ever since Hef storted dating Bronde Roderick, the world has been curicus obout her. Marie
Cloire hired o team to tail Bronde os she tooled oround LA. The orticle feotures Brande of o spo,

Qudi?ioning for o TV show, lunching ot Fred Segal ond shopping for an Oscors gown /
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My
Favorite Plagmate
By
Tony Curtis

I don't want to name a fa-
vorite, though I will say that
Candy Loving is quite a beauty.
I loved them all, and :
almost had them all.
Excuse the vernac-
ular. Besides that, 1
ain't talking.

“Hef took o big
step for this coun-
try os for as cen-
sorship goes ond
in how the media
treat women,” soys
our 25th Anniver-
sory Playmote.

Autention Devin De Vasquez devo-
tees: Miss June 1985 is offering a
Devin-saturated photo book called
Living in a Blonde

World. Those of
you who have fol-
lowed her career
know that after
appearing as a
Centerfold, Dev-
in won the Star
Search spokes-
model competi-
tion in 1986 and
starred in more
than 50 nation-
al commercials and a handful of fea-
ture films. Blonde World showcases the
many faces of Devin. The natural
brunette even makes a cameo as a
blonde. “There is a limited supply of
books, and they're selling like hot-
cakes,” Devin says.

RUTH'S BAB

Ruth Guerri, Miss July 1983, is an-
imated about her new online adven-
ture game. Based on the com-

ic book Web of Life, the
game is an inter-
active feature in
which players are
immersed in a 3D
world full of pow-
erful women. Ruth
(at left) is one of
the real gals who
posed for photo-
graphs that were
then digitally il-
lustrated for the
game. The ac-
tion, according

PLAYMATE NEWS

PLAYMATE BIRTHDAYS

September 4: Miss January 1979
Candy Loving

September 6: Miss January 1990
Peggy MclIntaggart

September 9: Miss June 1972
Debbie Davis

September 12: Miss April 1992
Cady Cantrell

September 24: Miss October 1966
Linda Moon

to Ruth, revolves around “two sisters
whose aim is to seize control over the
most powerful force on earth and the
final command over humankind’s
evolutionary destiny.” For more, take
a look at the game's official website
at thewol.com.

LOOSE LIPS

“Donna Michelle is one of the
most unforgettable women I've ever
known. We had a passionate, all-too-
brief affair,” Hef says. Like Hef, we
are eternally smitten with the 1964
PMOY. Here, some highlights from a
recent Donna interview:

ON PRIZES: I traded my PMOY car
in. It was a lovely car with power
steering and power brakes, but that
bright petal-frost pink—everyone
would point and follow you.

ON rosT-FMOY: My life has changed
a lot. Twenty years later, I'm no lon-
ger driven around in limos. I've gone
on to other things. Ev-

erybody is going

faster and I'm go-
ing slower.

ON GROWING UP IN
pUBLIC: When my
pictures were pub-
lished in prLavBOY, my
hormones were going
nuts. [ was in my sec-
ond year of college,
and 1 didn't really
know what was hap-
pening. I wanted to be a serious ac-
tress or a photographer. 1 didn't just
want to be a Playmate. 1 went from
being an underdeveloped kid to
someone who was two years ahead of
everyone else. Suddenly I couldn't
go to the supermarket without being
recognized.

ON OVERRATED CELEBRITIES: My
mother was one of those Hollywood
moms who wanted her daughter to
be a pianist. I was a piano prodigy
and gave lots of concerts. I played
nightclubs and won talent shows. One
time | competed against Little Rich-
ard, who was in his early 20s. 1 was
10 years old and thought, This guy

1s obnoxious.

Donna Michelle.

LEmDY NI

PLAYMATE GOSSIP

Tampa, Florida is home to the
best-looking talk-radio host in

the country. Tu

ne in to the

program Sportchix—broadcast

Tty

center)

chatting
= up leg-
. endary
7 athletes

such as Joe Na-
math and Wayne
Gretzky. . . . Did
you know that for

years Felicia At-
kins wasa showgirl
at the Tropicana
in Las Vegas? She
now lives in Aus-
Congrats
to Donna D’Errico
and Nikki Sixx, who

tralia. . . .

on WQYK 1010—to hear
Lynne Austin (below,

SCores.

are expecting a baby

in December. . .

. Warch for

Rachel Jean Marteen portraying

Mortho ond Keith,

Meredith on
As the Warld
Tamss o

Martha
Smith and
Keith Eng-
land had a
rocking
wedding at
the Little
Door restau-
rant in LA.
Buck Cher-
ry's guitarist
played Here
Comes Lhe
Bride for the
couple. . . .
Don't let the

Miller High Life ad fool you. Al-
though Jessica Lee and Victoria
Fuller are shown duking it out,
the gals are tight in real life. . . .
Layla Roberts appears in a TV
spot for Busch beer and on
the cover of the Helmer House

catalog. . . . La-
ser Reflections
(www.laser
reflections.
com) offers a
line of Playmate
holograms. For
#1600, you get
a print of your
favorite, be it
Deanna Brooks
(pictured), Julie
Cialini or any of
a dozen others.

Is is live or is it
Loser Reflections@




Making Book

(continued from page 68)
THE NUMBERS

In Minnesota, according to a recent
poll by the state’s Institute of Public
Health, 84 percent of college men sur-
veyed reported gambling at least once in
the previous year. In 1998 and 1999,
Americans, many of them college stu-
dents, bet more than $650 million on
college sports. Super Bowl bets, includ-
ing countless office pools, amounted to
$30 million.

If you're not interested in gambling,
you rarely hear about it. But once you
have a bookie, it seems everybody you
know is gambling and fluent in the ar-
got of parlays, spreads, over-unders and
Juice.

ZEBRA ROLE MODELS

According to a study by the University
of Michigan, most college referees have
engaged in gambling. The findings, pub-
lished in The Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, reveal that more than 84 percent of
the 640 football and basketball officials
who participated in the survey said they
gambled—but never on games they had
officiated. Nor, they all said, had they
ever provided inside information to any-
one. “But two acknowledged that their
awareness of the point spread on a par-
ticular game affected the way they called
it,” the journal reported.

TWO BIG LOSERS

Two students, one at the University of
Arkansas and the other at Arkansas
State, showed why gambling can get a
bad name. When they were sophomores
in high school they met a bookie at the
Champs sporting goods store in the mall
and, pooling their money, started their
star-crossed careers in wagering. Shortly
afterward, they upgraded their account
to a bookie in Las Vegas. Once they were
in college they increased their pace and
found themselves $5000 in debt. They
decided to bet their way out and, after a
lucky Saturday early in the 1999 football
season, chipped the debt down to $200.
Feeling confident, they put money they
did not have on Sunday and Monday
baseball games—and found themselves
$20,000 in debt by Tuesday morning.
Then they did what other foolish college
gamblers usually do—they realized that
the word parents is a synonym for ace in
the hole. One father paid his son’s entire
debt and the other parents compelled
their wayward son to take out a loan, us-
ing his car as collateral.

DICE

Bill, an architecture student in San
Diego, always carries dice in his pocket.
“You know, in case people want to gam-
ble,” he explained. And, he said, they

usually do. “It’s a rush because there’s
money on the line.”

According to Bill, you have to keep
rolling to win. “You have to go into it
knowing you'll lose, and then you can
win. One night I started out with $3 and
left with $30."

He and some friends recently had a
“pimps and hos” party where shooting
craps was one of the themes. The guys
wore bright, tacky suits and the girls
wore fishnet stockings, high heels and
not much else. James Brown was on the
stereo and Dolemite was in the VCR.
Even the girls were into it. “Girls who
had never rolled before were walking
away with up to $30. And they were
loving it. It’s definitely addictive when
you're winning,” he said.

A CLASSROOM CAN BE JUST LIKE A CASINO,
WITHOUT THE BUFFET

Many classes are held in computer
labs, making it possible to play craps or
place bets with an online casino, check
out the spreads, the lineups and the in-
jured lists and otherwise research up-
coming games—all while appearing to
listen to the lecturer.

MARKET GAMBLING

“Some guys I know who gamble also
trade stock,” said a student at a small
New England college. “It’s really the
same thing, because you research stocks
like you research teams and then all you
have to do is get online. It’s the same
rush too, to win big, and day trading is
legal. A lot of guys do both. It's the same
ones who drink a lot and are out to get
laid—they all trade and gamble too. It all
goes together. At parties, half the time
you're talking about girls and the other
half you're talking about trading stocks
online or gambling.

“A friend of mine doesn’t schedule any
of his classes between 9:30 and 4:30—
during market hours—so he can stay
home and trade all day.”

THE PRIZE FOR BEST IDEA FOR A TERM PAPER
THIS YEAR GOES TO.. .

A recent Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute graduate, who, even before audi-
ences saw Boiler Room, the story of a wild-
man stockbroker who runs a casino for
college students, caught the current
mood of testosterone-charged competi-
tiveness when he wrote a term paper
called “Stockbrokers and Bookies: How
They Have the Same Damn Job.” He got
an A.

CROSS-EYED POKER

Poker games are popular in fraterni-
ties and they're usually played in the
party room, close to a television, so the
guys can play cards and keep an eye on a
game—or the ESPN ticker. College pok-
er players follow traditional rules—nev-
er count your money at the table, never
leave the table while you're winning. But
there's a college variation: Never admit
to boning your fraternity brother’s girl.

BEWARE OF REAL BOOKIES

“If you got in over your head, you can
deal with a kid who may be in some of
your classes than a lowlife who may be
packing. You can'’t give your PlayStation to
a bookie in Vegas. Plus, gambling is so so-
cal, it's nice to know your bookie—you see
him on campus, in your fraternity. He's
more accessible and less threatening,” said
Nick, of Central Michigan University.

BOOKIE ETIQUETTE

A sign of the times is that it’s a serious
breach of campus manners to ask just
anyone where you can find a drug deal-
er. But asking about a bookie is as harm-
less as asking about a bookstore. It's a
safe bet that a bookie, who is usually
busy on a cell phone and never far from
a TV (especially on big game days), is
Just a phone call away.

UNSUCCESSFUL BOOKIES

David, a bookie, gambler and recent
graduate of Michigan State University,
lived in a fraternity house where two of
his brothers were bookies. David took
calls for them and in return was comped
$100 every week for gambling.

David himself bet all the time he was
in college. “It's definitely more interest-
ing to have money on a game. 1 think
it makes anything more interesting.”
Stressful, but interesting. The most he
ever had “on paper” during one game
day was $5000. He never left the couch
or the remote. He was glued to the TV,
watching all the day's scores.

“But we were in college so it didn’t re-
ally matter how we ended up. We would
start the day saying, ‘If I win today, I'm
getting really drunk tonight.” But then
we'd say, ‘If I lose today, I'm getting
really drunk tonight.” We were boozing
either way.”

The operation was friendly and did
not need an intimidating collector. Ac-
cording to David, “college bookies are
different from the big-time guys. Our
clients are mostly college students. We
don’t have to bring in big thugs to bust
them up for not paying. Most college
kids either have the money or they can
get it.” One of their clients sold his Bose
Lifestyle system, and another just gave
them his brand-new stereo.

But David’s employers went out of
business a few months after he started
working for them.

David continues to gamble but has left
the bookmaking business. “I don't deal
with my friends anymore,” he said.
“Strangers are more apt to pay up quick-
er. They're also more apt to make you
pay, but it’s still better than getting in-
volved with friends.

“Everyone seems to be involved in
gambling. It can be a vicious cycle. Some
people just get hit harder than others,”

he said.
(¥

177



“‘Over the course of my career,
I've been offered
~nutritiomal supplement deals

= ‘by a lotof._
: different-companies..

-~
[ ,‘

Basically, I can get
whatever | want.

" Butlcan'tafford
o0 take a chance

on nutrition.
it's too important.

That's why I'choose

MET-Rx!

—Jjunior Seau

All American Linebacker—USC,

-5 All Pro Linebacker—San Diego Chargers,
' Team MET-Rx Member

 RPTS

-~ INEERED NUTRITg,

MEWDRX

ENGINERRED NUTRITION®

Tune)in to this year’s MET-Rx College Football Preview special airing from
August 18th through September: 3rd. Check your: local listings.

Hosted by Roger Twibell end Terry Bowden, the one hour sporls special takes an in-depth look et the upcoming season with speciel feetures on
Heisman Trophy favorite, Deuce McAllister, Florida Getors defensive sfendout, Alex Brown and Virginia Tech’s All American Michael Vick.

The MET-Rx College Football Preview also takes an inside look et this year’s Playboy All-Americen Teem, es well es the mejor conferences
with predictions of who will be on top of the College Foothall scene in Jenuary.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING, WHERE IT'S HAPPENING AND WHO'S MAKING IT HAPPEN

s3I

urviving in the city takes a measure of craft and cunning. It
also takes the right tools. With the shrewd urbanite in mind,
we've assembled six items that will make that daily com-
mute, business trip or evening on the town more pleasur-
able. ® It should come as no surprise that the Modo by
Scout Electromedia derives its information
via satellite. The handheld device is updat-
ed daily with club and concert listings,
restaurant recommencdations and movie
times. The information is provided free to
Modo owners from an editorial staff that fil-
ters the listings and offers advice on where
to go to find your particular type of enter-
tainment. ® Besides being hit by a bike
JAMES IMEROGND

Top center: Modo by Scout Electro-
media receives restaurant, club and
movie listings via satellite. Cities
covered include Los Angeles, San
Francisco and New York, with more
in the works (about $100). Above,
clockwise from left: Kenwood’s
KVT-10 Digital Radio Camera ($835)
attaches to the company’s Freetalk
UBZ-LH14 walkie-talkies to trans-
mit video images and audio (about
$100). The SpydeRench by Spyder-
cois a rugged pocket tool that hous-
es a knife, pliers, crescent wrench,
screwdriver bits and more for on- f
the-spot bike repair and other emer- [ .

| L L.
gencies (about $110). \ L

messenger, a major pedestrian irritant is a portable CD player that
skips. Sony’s new D-EJ915 CD-Walkman features G-Protection, an
antiskip technology that eliminates virtually all CD stutter. ® A lap-
top is a popular item to steal at airports or the local Starbucks, so
Kryptonite developed the KryptoVault, a collapsible metal cage

WHERE AND HOW' 1D BUY O PACE 152

IN THE CITY

that slips over closed laptops. The entire contraption can be
chained to a permanent fixture with the included 8mm braided
steel cable. If you also attach the company’s 110-decibel Motion
Sensor Alarm (you can use it on your luggage, too), your PC is yours
indeed. ® As an alternative to the ubiquitous cell phone, keep in
touch visually with Kenwood's Digital Ra-
dio Camera. The rubber-coated camera
attaches to the company's Freetalk walkie-
talkie and beams as many as nine imag-
es to the LCD screen of another walkie-

Above: The Sony D-
EJ915 CD Walkman
with G-Protection is
virtually skip-proof.
Plus, the player’'s
antiskip mechanism
is 60 percent small-
er than conventional
models, allowing the
D-EJ915 a one-and-
a-half-inch thickness
and long battery life
($200). The Walkman
can be paired with
Sony’s collapsible
Street Style head-
phones ($50). At left,
Kryptonite’s Krypto-
Vault laptop lock
($80) includes a $500
anti-theft guarantee,
Add a Kryptonite Mo-
tion Sensor Alarm for
extra insurance (360).

talkie. ® Because a broken bike chain can leave you stranded,
Spyderco’s SpydeRench is essential for your backpack. The four-
and-a-half-inch tool unfolds into slip-joint pliers, a crescent wrench
and a knife. Plus, the handle houses six sizes of attachable bits in
both Phillips and flathead configurations.

—JASON BUHRMESTER 179



This Dow ,
Is Rising :
Nike pitchwoman &
STEPHANIE f
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Woman in Black

LINDA FIORENTINO has had four movies released in 2000, co-

' _ : ! ) starring with Paul Newman, Annette Bening and Kevin Spacey,
DO_I’I t Mess among others. In this black dress, she stars alone.

With the |

1

KID ROCK's CD
Devil Withouta
Cause has

gone plat-

inum times
eight. He
probably

sold a few
more cop-

ies on tour |
with 9
Metallica

and

Korn.

Nice
rings.

The Shadow Knows

Balthazar Getty struggles with his inner demons—and Peter Weller as the
devil—in Shadow Hours. GINGER MILLER, TIFFANY WYNTERS and MAU-
REEN FLAHERTY make it hard for Getty’s character to resist temptation.
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The Voodoo Man

Hip-hop soul man D’ANGELO, with his platinum CD, sexy
voice and perfect pecs, works magic on the crowds—this
past spring in the U.S. and now in Europe. You may have
missed his video for Untitled (How Does It Feel), but we
know your girlfriend \;,itched it more than once.

Betsy
Pops

Out

Fitness trainer
BETSY MORALES
shows off her
perfect form in
TV commer-
cials and stunt
work and on
E's Wild On
series. Now
Grapevine
readers get
lucky, too.

A Penny for Your Thoughts

PENNY LYNN can be found in recent issues of Lowrider and

Highway Thunder magazines, on pulp fiction book covers and

in several irresistible videos, including Single White Vampire
and Society FI. Visit her website, pennysplace.com.




BlEotpourri

CHOP TALK

Draganfly Innovations, a Canadian company
that makes remote-controlled flying toys, de-
rives its name from its president, Zenon Drag-
an. So we weren't surprised when its new four-
bladed indoor-outdoor helicopter was dubbed
the Draganflyer. The craft, which comes in kit
form, can hover, fly forward and backward or
spin like a top, thanks to a motor mounted in
each of its four arms. Price: $700, from 800-
979-9794 or visit rctoys.com.

A YEAR OF CHOCOLATES

The website edelights.com would drive Willy
Wonka wild—and for good reason. It's there
you'll find chocolate trivia, chocolate history,
chocolate quotes and, best of all, Chocolate of
the Month clubs. You can order from the Dark
Chocolate Club, the Truffle Club or the Choco-
late Nut Delights Club. Prices begin at $20 a
month and, upon joining, you get a 15 percent
discount on your first purchase. An added
bonus: All chocolates are guaranteed kosher.

IV U =
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CASEY ROWIK

WRESTLE HER INTO BED

Want to perk upyour sex life with foreplay

that’s really off-the-wall? Call the American

Products Co. at 888-857-9588 and~exder

the Romance Wrestling Arena pictured

here. For $120 you get four ring posts

and baseplates, ring rope, assembly in-

structions and rules for romping (or feel

free to make up your own). American Prod-

ucts has a website, romancewrestling.com. 1f you have
a king-size wrestling arena, they'll send extra ring rope.

COCKTAIL
CULTURE

The softcover 100
Proof by PT. Elliott
{Plume Books) con-
tains “tips and tales
for spirited drinkers

everywhere.” The
chapter on hangover

cures 1s a must-read
($10.95). Tequila by

Enrique Martinez

Limén captures
the romance of
“the spirit of

Mexico” (£35),
while Grappa
by Axel and

Bibiana Behr-

endt is “a guide to the

best” ($25). Both
books are from Abbe-
ville Press. But Ahvays

Fine Bourbon by Sally

Van Winkle Campbell

tells the history of Old

Fitzgerald and the

whiskey maven " Pap-

py” Van Winkle ($34.95). Call 888-783-1700 to order. Joseph Delis-
sio’s River Cafe Wine Primer (Little, Brown) is a look at vino by the
wine director of New York’s River Cafe ($25.95). Wine Memories

(Chronicle Books) is a collection of works by “great writers on the

pleasures of wine” ($16.95), while Whisky: The Water of Life—Uisge

Beatha by Helen Arthur (Firefly Books) celebrates scotch with fasci-

nating facts and anecdotes ($40).




GOING RURAL

While From Yes Sir lo Big Sur on page 124
describes what you need to e-commute,
the softcover Escape to a Small Toum by
Lisa Rogak realistically evaluates what
awaits beyond the cty lights. Sure,

you can “create a new life and fulfill
your dreams in a place where you can
breathe,” Rogak says, “but rent before
you buy. You may not like it there.” Price:
$14.95, from Williams Hill Publishing
at 800-639-1099.

PARLEZ-VOUS NAUGHTY FRENCH?

Saying, “J'ai quelque chose d'impressionnant
dans mon slip” (“I have something impres-
sive in my pants”) may work, but not if
the response is “Mon chat est mieux monté
que toi” (“My cat is hung better than
you"). These are just two of many Eng-
lish-to-French translations of put-downs,
pickup lines, notions and other outra-
geous phrases included on the CD
Tomgues. Price $13. Call Pull My Finger
Productions at 877-727-7946.

L
e SEVMILIEA

PUT UP YOUR MITTS

Glove Loogie, the world’s first
two-part baseball glove treat-
ment system, is definitely better
for your cherished mitt than
dousing it with shaving cream.
For $19 you get two three-ounce
squeezable bottles of pre- and
postseason Loogie lube—a
product containing medicinal
lanolin and penetrants to break
in, condition and prortect your
glove. For more information,
check the website of Glove Loo-
gie's manufacturer, Clenzoil
Worldwide, at gloveloogie.com.
Orders can be called in to
800-o1L-IT-UP.

SLAP HAPPY

Slap-On Art Decals are the perfect adornment for anything from
surfboards to dorm walls. Sizes range from 3 inches to 3% feet
and there are plenty of other sexy models and classic pin-up
styles to choose from besides the mermaid pictured here. All are
waterproof, and fade and scratch resistant (and they peel off).
Auto and surf shops nationwide sell them. Call Slap-On at 714-
444-4799 for the name of a local retailer or check slaponart.com.

RUM’'S THE WORD

The British Navy did away with
the daily ration of rum in 1970
but has maintained a stockpile
of wonderfully aged [amaican
spirits stored in wicker-covered
demijohns. The Great Spirits
Company purchased the cache
and now is offering a rum-filled
demijohn with a boxed set that
includes a decanter, neck label,
funnel and demijohn stop for
a royal price—$4950. A metal
label affixed to each demijohn
commemorates the 108-proof
contents. It's your last chance
to taste what tars tossed down
for more than 200 years. Call
800-882-8140 to reserve a demi-
john and toast a tradition

that is gone forever.
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FREAKY FICTION

ANIMAL HOUSE COLLEGE FOOTBALL

GIRLS OF CONFERENCE USA—WE ASKED WHO WANTED TO
GIVE PLAYBOY THE OLD COLLEGE TRY. BABES FROM TULANE,
DE PAUL, MARQUETTE, THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS AND
EAST CAROLINA—AMONG OTHERS—STEPPED UP

BOB COSTAS—JUST IN TIME FOR THE OLYMPICS, THE EMMY-
WINNING SPORTS ANNOUNCER GIVES THE PLAY-BY-PLAY OF
HIS LIFE. INCLUDED: GROWING UP WITH A GAMBLER, VISITING
O.J. IN JAIL, HIS NEW HBO SERIES AND WHY DENNIS RODMAN
IS AWUSS. PLAYBOY INTERVIEW BY DIANE K. SHAH

THE LOST WAR ON DRUGS—TWO REGULAR JOES JUST SAID
NO ON A MANHATTAN STREET. ONE ENDED UP BUSTED. THE
OTHER ON A SLAB IN THE MORGUE. WITH A FEDERAL ANTI-
DRUG BUDGET OF $17 BILLION, WHY ARE WE BOTCHING THE
WAR ON DRUGS? ARTICLE BY JIM DWYER

PIGSKIN PREVIEW —PLAYBOY PICKED THE COLLEGE FOOT-
BALL CHAMPS THREE OF THE PAST SIX SEASONS. THIS YEAR:
FLORIDA STATE REPEAT? NEBRASKA RESURGENCE? CRIM-
SON TIDE REVENGE? PLUS, OUR ALL-AMERICA TEAM. BY
SPORTS EDITOR GARY COLE

HEDONISM—A RANDY TRIP TO JAMAICA'S SEX RESORT
MEANS CHAMPAGNE IN THE POOL, NAKED DANCING UNDER
WATERFALLS AND PLENTY OF NAUGHTY PICTURES

HYPE WILLIAMS —HIP-HOP'S MOST WANTED VIDEO DIREC-
TOR—HE HAS MADE VIDEOS FOR JENNIFER LOPEZ, PUFF DADDY,

184

HEDOMISTS UNITEI

WYCLEF JEAN, R. KELLY AND BUSTA RHYMES—ON WHERE HE
GETS HIS CRAZY IDEAS FROM AND WHY HE'S IN THE GUIN-
NESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS

THE COLLECTION TREATMENT—THE AURORA HOTEL WAS A
SCAB-COLORED BUILDING IN A BAD PART OF TOWN. INSIDE,
LOST SOULS WANDERED FROM ROOM TO ROOM, STRUG-
GLING TO FIND PURPOSE. BY COLLEGE FICTION CONTEST
WINNER YAEL SCHONFELD

MODEL BEHAVIOR—LIKE MOST MEN, TOBY YOUNG FAN-
TASIZES ABOUT BAGGING A SUPERMODEL. GIVEN HIS CUR-
RENT STATE (BALD AND SHORT) IT'S A LONG SHOT. SO HE
SETTLES FOR ROOMING WITH ONE—NO SEX PLEASE—AND
THE FUN BEGINS

BACK TO CAMPUS FASHION—THERE IS LIFE AFTER CARGO
PANTS, AND IT'S CALLED DENIM. HOW TO CLEAN UP YOUR
ACT AND MAYBE EVEN CATCH THE EYE OF THAT CUTE TEACH-
ING ASSISTANT

PLUS: 20Q WITH OLYMPIC TRACK STAR MICHAEL JOHNSON,
THE DALAI LAMA AND THE RED HOT CHIL! PEPPERS, ANI-
MATION CONTEST WINNERS—JUDGED BY SCOTT ADAMS,
KEVIN SMITH AND GAHAN WILSON, A THONG SHOT TO MAKE
YOU WEEP, THE DOWN AND DIRTY ON REAL-LIFE FIGHT CLUBS,
THE SCOOP ON SPINAL TAP, DAVE'S GARAGE, VERY COOL
DIVE WATCHES AND PLAYMATE NICHOLE VAN CROFT
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